v, 4 ie 


Pee \\ 


os Reftrence ure 
| Lb NIT. sco» 


RESBYTERIA} 
SURVEY 


RE ee a a rear eae ee ee ee 


OE ui PS Tt 


OPM A BIEL IDI Oa DSL 20 ssh 


ry 


Sha tig 


Let us kneel with Mary Maid, 
With Joseph. bent and hoarp, 
With Saint and Angel, ox and ass. 
To hail the King of Glory. 
December —Christina €C. Rossetti 






































Gift Books for Family or Friends 








THE BOOK OF DAILY 
DEVOTION 


Compiled by C!ark and Cram 


This is a beautiful book, both in 
make-up and content. Bound in blue 
suede cloth, stamped in gold, printed 
in large type on good paper. It contains 
for each day in the year an appropriat 
Seripture reading. a choice poem, and a 
reverent, purposeful prayer. The pray- 
ers are contributed by ministers an’ 
other Christian leaders of many denomi- 
nations. Special devotions for special 
days. Over 400 pages. Price, $1.50. 


DR. EVANS’ GIFT BOOKS 
By Wm. Evans 


These little bcoks are deeply spiritual 
and make delightful gifts for your Chris- 
tian friends. Each bound in art paper 
and tied with silk cord. Price, 40¢ each 

Locking Beyond. This book effectively 
discusses, first, the serious problems of 
life, and then brings down the curtain 
on present difficulties by forcing us into 
a joyful “Locking Beyond” to the fu- 
ture reward time. 

Facing Calvary. A devotional medi- 
tation on the 17th chapter of John. 

The Shepherd Psalm. A meditation 
on the 23rd Psalm. 

Naecmi of Ruth. A study of fellowship 
with God. 


MASTERPIECES OF 
LITERATURE 


These are all recognized masterpieces 
of literature by world-known writers. 
This particular edition is beautiful and 
durable. Printed ia good type, on ex- 
cellent paper, and bound in luxurious 
flexible Persianette, dark blue, ge 
stamped, stained top, with ribbon mark- 
er. Each volume is in handsome slip 
case and is wrapped in cellophane jacket. 
Price, each, 75c. 

The Imitation of Christ. By Tomas a 

Kempis. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress. By John Bun- 
yan. 

Poetical Works cf Robert Burns. 

Christmas Bocks. By Charles Dickens. 


The Greatest Thing in the World. B,; 
Henry Drummond. 

Poetical Works of H. W. Longfellow. 

The Golden Treasury. Compiled by F. T. 
Palgrave. 

Pcetical Works of Lord Tennyson. 


OLD MOTHER GOOSE 


A large book, 12x9% inches, bound in 
rich art, cloth with picture inlaid on 
front. Good paper, large print. Forty- 
three colored plates and 100 drawings in 
black and_ white. Jacket and end 
papers colored design. Truly a beauti- 
ful book. Originally sold for $2.00, spe- 
cial price, $1.00. 








SPECIAL BIBLE OFFER! 


This beautiful Bible is bound in black French 
Morocco leather; leather lined and silk sewed. 
Clear emerald type, printed on India paper. Rec 
under gold edges. Contains Scripture references 
down the center of each page. In the back of the 
Bible there is a large dictionary of Scripture proper 
names giving pronunciation and their significance; 
subject index; and 162 pages of Concerdance; 
maps and blanks pages for notes. 

$4.75 


Original Price, $6.00. 
NOW REDUCED TO ONLY 








SCRAP BOOKS 


A novel gift for the church worker, or for any- 
one who likes to keep clippings, etc. Give one to 
your friend. suggesting that she keep her programs, 
new hymns, stories, illustrations, or poems pasted 
in this book. Cloth covered stiff backs, fifty leaves 
of tough, heavy paper. tied with colored cord. 
Size, 914x11% inches. Price, 50¢ each. 

Buid Your Own Book. (Especially for Church 
Workers.) 


Scrap Book. (Assorted colors.) 


A TREASURE CHEST OF 
MEMORIES 


Three volumes of choicest selected prose and 
pceetry containing the favorites of several thou- 
sands of people. Compiled by J. M. Chapple. Price, 
each volume, 75c. 


Heart Throbs. 
More Heart Throbs. 
Favorite Heart Throbs. 


G. and D. BIG-VALUE 
BOOKS 


This list proves that books are cheaper. Three 
years ago books like these would have been priced 
at $2.00. They are valuable for what they con- 
tain, and are made up in handsome format. The 
text is prepared with utmost care and the many 
illustrations are by artists selected for both ther 
skill and understanding. The books will be a real 
addition to any home or library. Price, each, $1.0v. 


Minute Biographies. 

Minute Stories from the Bible. 

Great Moments in the Life of Washington. 
Stamps of Many Lands 

Flying and How to Do It. 


SILVER FOUNTAIN 
By Jane Abbott 


Only a year at the most to live, and an enor- 
mous inheritance at her finger tips. What luck for 
the man who married Molly! Andy was “the 
man,” but just how much love was in his hear 
when he married her, and just how much that love 
grew can best be seen during the weeks there in 
the seclusion of the camp in the Adirondacks. 
Price, $2.00. ‘ 


DOLLAR BOOKS 


BIOGRAPHY 

Andrew Jackson. By G. W. Johnson. 

Borden of Yale. By Mrs. Howard Taylor. 

— and Gladstone. By D. C. Somer- 
ville, 

Education of Henry Adams. An Auto- 
biography. 

George Washington. By W. R. Thayer. 

Jefferson Davis. By Allen Tate, 

—_ as American. By Gamaliel Brad- 
ord. 

Life and Writings of Jchn Bunyan. By 
Harold Speight. 

Lite of Pasteur. By D. Vallery-Radot. 

My Life and Story of the Gospe] Hymns. 
By I. D. Sankey. 

Napele.n. By Emil Ludwig. 

Queen Elizabeth. By Andre Tridon. 

Queen Victoria. By Lytton Strachey. 

The Raven. (Sam Houston.) By Mar- 
quis James. 
Recollections and Letters of General 
Robert E. Lee. By Capt. R. E. Lee. 
Representative Men. By Ralph W. Emer- 
son. 

Skyward. By Richard E. Byrd. 

Stonewall Jackson. By Allen Tate. 

Weedrow Wilson, The Man, His Times, 
His Task. By Wm. Allen White. 

TRAVEL 

New Worlds to Conquer. By Richard 
Halliburton. 

The Glorious Adventure. By Richard 
Halliburton. 

Reyal Read te Romance. By Richard 
Halliburton. 

The People of Palestine. By Elihu Grant. 

On Mediterranean Shores. By Emil 
Ludwig. 

In Brightest Africa. By Carl E. Akeley. 

Islands of the Mediterranean. By Paul 
Wilstach. 

Call of England. By H. V. Morton. 


POETRY 
A Little Book of American Poets. By J. 
B. Rittenhouse_ 
Best Loved Pcems of James Whitcomb 


Riley. ; 

Standard Book of British.and American 
Verse. 

World’s Best Loved Poems. Compiled by 
J. G. Lawson. 

FICTION 

Falmouth for Orders. By A. J. Villiers. 

Far Above Rubies. By Agnes Slight 
Turnbull. : 

Jane in the Orient. By Lois H. Swine- 
hart. 

Sarangie. By Lois H. Swinehart. 

The Luck of Roaring Camp. By Bret 
Harte. 

On the Bettom. By Commander Ellsberg. 

Rebecca of Sunnybrock Farm. By Kate 
D. Wiggin. 

RELIGIOUS 

Being a Preacher. By James I. Vance. 

Bible Lamplighters. By Edward Shillito. 

The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life. 
By Hannah W. Smith. 

The Crystal Pointers. By F. W. Bore- 
ham. 

Days Before Yesterday. 
Moffatt. 

Evangelistic Sermons. By J. C. Massee. 

Faces in the Fire. By F. W. Boreham. 

Following the King. By Albert D. 
Belden. 

Ged’s World and Word. By Neal L. An- 
derson. 

Golden Milestone. By F. W. Boreham. 


By James 








Send all Orders to 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


RICHMOND, VA., or TEXARKANA, ARK.-TEXAS 
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THE STORY OF OUR CHURCH 
By R. C. LONG 

The Scrip- 
tural basis for 
the Church, 
its historical 
development, 
standards, 
teaching 
functions, or- 
ganization, 
activities, and 
results are 
set forth in 
six short 
chapters. 

Commendations 

“T do think you have handled 
it wonderfully well. Let me 
thank you for this splendid con- 
tribution to our Church’s litera- 
ture.’-—Janie McGaughey. 

“T think you have done a fine 
piece of work and the Church is 
going to be deeply grateful to 
you for this.”"—EHdward D. Grant. 

“I have never seen a book 
about the work of any particular 
denomination which is so ade- 
quate and so well prepared as 
this one.”—J. EH. Purcell. 

‘It presents in an attractive 
manner the whole work of the 
whole Church.”—Henry W. Mc- 
Laughlin. 

“The book will be very helpful 
in promoting the general knowl- 
edge of the total program of our 
Church.”—J. L. Fairly. 

Prices: Art paper, 50c. Cloth, 


$1.00. 

Send orders to 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF 
PUBLICATION 
Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
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® \ COMPLETE Patches to make this 
Ve bay beautiful Friendship quiltincluding 
a ¢ ‘ Jes border and binding. 50 newest at- 
y : 4 tractive patterns of finest quality 
Be as) yam Ky guaranteed fast color Percaies, 
a EY \ all cut to size, ready to sew to- 
“0% gether to be appliqued on 
SO ae 3 me, § sheet or squares, Pattern 
“Vf . and complete instructions 
for making this quilt, and 
catalog of other designs in- 
cluded FREE with your or- 
der. Send $1.00 today for 
py ' f this amazing bargain offer. 
Postage. Satisfaction guaranteed or money promptly 
‘ JOHN C. MICHAEL CO. 
Rl, 1218 W. twauison Street, Sta. “C” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 











MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Established 1842 

A fully accredited four-year college 
with a background of culture, tradition, 
and scholarship. 
= B. degree. Courses in Art, Music, 
Tamatics, Commercial subjects, and 
ournalism. 

Student body limited to 250. Write 
for catalogue. 


L. WILSON JARMAN, President 








Box M, Staunton, Virginia 





CHRISTMAS EVE 


Vine-crowned hills against the sky, 
Kneeling low to pray; 
Friendly, lamp-lit villages 
Along the snow-bound way; 
Myriads of silver stars 
Gleaming softly bright— 
Little King of Bethlehem, 
I see Thy star tonight! 


Fragrant wreaths and candle-glow 
In a city street; 
Songs of Christmas carolers 
High and clear and sweet; 
Echoes of the angel host 
With wings of shining white— 
Little King of Israel, 
I hear Thy song tonight! 


Words of ancient prophecy 
Are mine to take or leave; 
Visions of a golden age 
This happy Christmas Eve; 
Peace on earth, good will to men— 
Oh dim and holy light!— 
Little King of all the world, 
I share Thy dream tonight! 
—Catherine Parmenter. 


A CHRISTMAS GREETING 


The unheard songs are sweetest, 
The things no word can say 
Oft time are the completest, 
And yet on Christmas Day 
We seek for some expression, some 
way by which to send 
The kindly wish, the tender 
thought 
Which goes from friend to friend. 
I sought and thought I found 
A strange, sweet harmony. 
It whispered through the woodland, 
It sang along the sea. F 
But when I came to phrase it 
The music sank to rest. 
My thought of you lies deep, so deep 
It cannot be expressed. 
—A. R. P. Journal of Missions. 


CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY 


Wouldn’t life be worth living 
And the whole world seem like new 
If we’d keep the Christmas spirit 
All the whole year through? 
There’s be fewer then of heartaches, 
Fewer still of blinding tears; 
There’d be less misunderstanding 
Down the Road to After Years. 


Why should Christmas smiles be 
brighter 
Than they are at other times? 
Why should you do more forgiving 
To the tune of Christmas chimes? 
Why put all your deeds of kindness 
On a tinselled Christmas tree— 
Do you give for love of giving 
Or just so the world will see? 


So remember while December 
Brings the only Christmas day, 
All the year let there be Christmas, 
In the things you do and say; 
Wouldn’t life be worth the living, 

Wouldn’t dreams be coming true, 
If we’d keep the Christmas spirit 

All the whole year through? 
—The Magnet. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
UNIFORM S. S. 
LESSON HELPS 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Amos R. Wells 

A logical and practical help for com- 
plete preparation of the lesson, for 
teachers, pastors, or those needing 
short devotions. Includes pictures, 
maps, charts and suggestions for re- 
search work. Price, $2.00. 


THE LESSON ROUND TABLE 
FOR 1933 
Edited by R. D. Dodge 

These lesson comments have been 
written by fifty of the world’s re- 
ligious leaders, including several from 
our own Church. Each Sunday a mas- 
ter teacher—chosen especially for the 
tovic of the day—guides you in pre- 


paring and presenting the lesson. 
Price, $1.25. 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS 


By James H. Snowden 
Outlines the lesson and explains it 
topic by topic. Always brief, strik- 
ing, and to the point. Each lesson 
closes with a group of thought-provok- 
ing questions. Price, $1.35. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 
By Martha Tarbell 


Explains difficult points, gives com- 
plete outline of each lesson, and com- 
ments from well-known writers. In 
each lesson sections are given to 
“Lights from Oriental Life,” “The His- 
torical Background,”’ and ‘Geographical 
Background.”” Departmentalized treat- 
ment is given to the lessons for Inter- 
mediates, Seniors, Young People, and 
Adults. Price, $2.00. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COM- 
MENTARY 


A brief, concise commentary on each 
lesson. Also carries hints to teachers, 
illustrations, blackboard exercises, 
questions, maps, etc. Price, $1.00. 


THE GIST OF THE LESSON 

Contains brief expositions of the In- 
ternational Sunday School lessons for 
the year 1933. Pocket size. Price, 35c. 

The lessons from January to June 
will be on the Life of Christ, accord- 
ing to Mark. The following are good 
books for parallel reading and study: 


THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
By Charles R. Erdman 

Outlines the book of Mark, and un- 
der each subdivision gives the Scrip- 
ture contained in and explanatory notes 
on this section. The Scripture quoted 
is the American Revised Version. 
Price, $1.00. 


THE NEW CENTURY BIBLE— 
ST. MARK 





By J. Vernon Bartlet 
A pocket-size commentary of 45¢( 
pages. Cortains a full introduction, 
giving authorship, date, sources, etc. 
Explains text, verse by verse. Amer- 
ican Revised Version. Price, $1.25. 


A PEOPLE’S LIFE OF CHRIST 
By J. Paterson-Smyth 
A good, interesting book for the 
older boys and girls, or the fathers 
and mothers, to read, and get a com- 
plete story of the life of Christ. Price, 
$1.00. 





Order from 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF 
PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR OF PRAYER 

Each day in the year every member of our Church is asked to unite in 
prayer for a definite cause or worker of the Church. This Calendar gives the 
history, duties and personnel of each department of the Church work; carries 
names and addresses of the workers at home and in foreign fields; names and 
location of the institutions of our Church with lists of their officers. 
one of the great needs of the Church today is for the regular, persistent and in- 
telligent prayers of its members in behalf of its planned work, and that the lead- 
ers and other workers may be constantly directed by the Holy Spirit. The 
Calendar is also designed to contribute to the spiritual life of the user. 


Certainly 


Price, I5c 


(If quantity is order to be mailed to separate addresses, add 3c per copy for 





CALENDARS 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE CALENDAR 

For daily devotional use. It combines a good 
calendar, 9, daily text of Scripture, Sunday school les- 
son titles and golden texts with a series of very 
lovely colored reproductions of great religious paint- 
ings. Inexpensive, and useful for every day. Price, 
30c. Four copies for $1.00. 





CALENDAR OF SUNSHINE 


A richly-colored cover, picturing a cottage and its 
yard with gay hollyhocks, flagstone walk and old- 
fashioned casement windows. The calendar consists 
of 52 pages, one for each week, with a cheery quota- 
tion bringing a bit of sunshine to brighten each day. 
Tied with a bow of ribbon. Boxed. Price, 50c. 





CALENDAR OF FRIENDSHIP 


The bright picture of little ships in a peacful 
harbor, with an old-world village in the background, 
carries an air of friendliness on first glance. Then, 
when the cover is lifted we find 52 pages of calendar 
dates, each decorated, and with a friendly quotation. 
Boxed. Price, 50c. 


GREETING CARDS 
A REAL “THRIFT” ASSORTMENT 


15 Beautiful Cards and Folders with Envelopes 
to match 
50c 

The cards are artistically designed and are printed 
in soft, rich colors. The envelopes are of good mate- 
rial, some richly lined, and others plain. Many of 
the cards have Scripture verse and religious greet- 
ing. 

A practical assortment for general use. 





FOR PASTORS AND TEACHERS 
Artistic Cards with Holiday Greetings, Ringing with 
the Christian Message 
EACH WITH ENVELOPE TO MATCH 
Price, $2.50 per 100 

No. 2445—‘“Joys and Blessings to You.” Oriental 
scene, with camels, wise men and shepherds. 

No. 2446—“A Christmas Wish.” A church steeple, 
bells, and snow-topped houses. 

No. 2447—‘‘A Christmas Wish and a New Year 
Greeting.” Wise men presenting gifts to the Babe, 
who is in His Mother’s arms. 

Note.—We shall take the liberty of substituting, 
should the number ordered be out of stock. 

















RECENT BOOKS OF IMPORTANCE 


S. L. MORRIS: AN AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY 

Dr. Morris became Executive Secretary 
of Home Missions for our Church July 1 
1901. From that time until his retire- 
ment in 1930, his life was devoted witho: 
stint or limit to this great work. Th 
wonderfully attractive new book not onl 
gives a detailed history of his work a* 
the growth of his department during tha‘ 
period, but it carries in addition the stor 
of his early life and of his fruitful min 
istry preceding his election as secretary 
It is a book that should have a place i: 
every church library and in each Presby- 
terian home. Frontispiece portrait of Dr 
Morris. Price, $1.25. 


THE BOOK OF COMMON 
WORSHIP 

Special Edition for the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. Approved 
for the optional and selective use of our 
ministers by the Assembly of 1932. Prices: 
Cloth Binding (Blue), 75c; Leather Bind- 
ing (Blue), $1.50. 





EVANGELISTIC AND WORSHIP 
HYMNS 


In response to a wide demand, we have 
gathered into a small book about eighty of 
the finest hymns of all ages, including the 
best of the Gospel Hymns with an evan- 
gelistic message. A few choice solo and 
horus selections are included and some 
3ix or eight new compositions of high qual- 
ity appear for the first time in this book 

This new book is bound in heavy durable 
covers. Prices: Single copy, 15c. Lots o 
ol or more, 12ce each. Delivery charges 
extra. 


THE DRAMA OF CHRISTIANITY 


By S. L. Morris 
A new edition of this enlightening anc 
interesting study of the Revelation is just 
coming from the press. The sheer merit 
of the book is creating for it a new de- 
mand. One pastor writes that he is using 
it in his prayer meetings and the people 

are enthusiastic. Price, $1.25. 





LOST! A HUMAN SOUL 
By Frank C. Brown 

A handbook for the study of persona 
evangelism, consisting of the material used 
by the author in teaching the Woman's 
Auxiliary Training School at Montreat, 
N. C., in July, 1982. By request of the 
Woman’s Committee, this book has been 
prepared, and it is recommended for per- 
sonal work study by all groups and in- 
dividuals in the Church. The book is the 
product of a long and fruitful ministry | 
which training workers for effective serv- 
ice as soul-winners has had an outstand- 
ing place. Prices: Cloth, 50c; single 
copy in paper, 20c, or 6 copies for $1.00. 


THE CHRIST OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
By Edward Mack 
New, revised edition. The title of the 
book is the Key to its contents. Dr. 
Mack is a recognized authority on the O 
Testament, and in this volume he clearly 
shows that the prophetic Redeemer of th 
Old is indeed the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment. Price, $1.50. 





ORDER FROM PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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NEW STUDIES OF MISSIONS 
AND MISSION LANDS 


THE UNCUT NERVE OF MISSIONS 
By Cleland B. McAfee 


Dr. McAfee takes a stand squarely in 
favor of continuing with agressiveness the 
wolk of foreign missions. Yet, realizing 
that many are questioning the wisdom of 
this course, he has here dealt with the 
question, showing that “with an awakened 
Church, sensing anew the value of Christ 
in its own life, there will be no question 
of a cut or injured missionary nerve.” It 
1s a volume of encouragement for those 
who still believe in missions, and a convinc- 
ing answer to those who doubt. Price, $1.50 


THE NEW CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST 
By Stanley High 

An unusually clear and helpful study of 
conditions today in China, Japan, Manchuria 
and Russia, as they relate to the conflicting 
interests of these lands. To get behind the 
censored news from the Far East, to un- 
derstand the stakes at issue, to give a 
knowledge of America’s interest in this 
critical situation—this is the purpose of 
Stanley High in writing this book. It will 
be of much value to one desiring to know 
these things. Price, $1.00. 


ORDER FROM 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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Lobe Changes Things 


HE earth has never been the same again since Honest toil rose to new dignity in the carpenter’s 
that wonderful night in Bethlehem. Into the shop at Nazareth, and an itinerant preacher beside the 
seething turmoil of a sinful world, God poured Sea of Galilee upset all standards with his laws for 
the great reagent of an incarnate Love—and things a Kingdom not of this world. 
that had been dross began to glow with a pure and The cross, a symbol of shame, has eclipsed the crown 
lambent flame. A heavenly alchemy was set to work. in glory—service and sacrifice ranking above self- 
Let us look at some of the results which have become _ seeking. 
(lear to every seeing heart. The tomb became the entrance to a wider life, and 
That stable in Bethlehem—it was just a refuge for death—the last enemy to be destroyed—great gain. 
the cattle when Mary and Joseph sought shelter there. One follower of Jesus Christ who spoke of death as 
Now it is the entrance to the heart of the Christian gain, said that for him to live, was for Christ to live. 
world, and many other homely things have added sanc- And that is the kind of followers that are called for 
ities to their meanings. Womanhood emerged from jn this day and age. 
that stable with a new status, and the child—no longer 
property—came forth as the promise of the race. 
Shepherds and kings made their way to Bethlehem, 
and both bowed the knee, pointing forward to a day 
when all men should stand alike before God, and to a 
ime in the year of our Lord, 1932, when one great 
adventurer along spiritual paths, lighted, unacknowl- 
tdged even to himself, by the same light that the magi 
and the shepherds followed, would face two great races ; ; 
and demand a more abundant life for the untouch- “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 
ables of India. H. B. W. 
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The reactions set in motion on that first Christmas 
day have been working all these years, are working 
still, and will continue to work with power in propor- 
tion as we are willing to add to the crucible of life 
cur lesser share of love and sacrifice and service. 

Wherefore, I beseech you, at this Christmas season 
present yourself a living gift, holy and acceptable to 
him whose advent we observe. 























Re-viewing Yesterday 


(First part of the address of Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, Secretary Emeritus of Woman’s Work, delivered 
at the Montreat Auxiliary Training School, in commemoration of the Twentieth Anniversary of the organiza- 


tion. 


WO decades have passed since the organization 
T of our Auxiliary, and on this last night of our 

Anniversary meeting, we feel as though we were 
members of a house-party on the eve of going home. 
So our talk tonight is going to be informal and some- 
what personal, and for this I do not apologize, for 
I believe you wanted this personal touch when you 
asked me to be here. 


The history of the Woman’s Work of our Church 
might well be divided into three periods: the first 
beginning about 1817 and covering the time of early 
organization in the local churches; the second from 
1888, when the first presbyterials were organized and 
later combined into synodicals, to 1912; and the last 
from the organization of the Woman’s Auxiliary in 
1912 to the present time. It is this third period, or 
the last twenty years, which we shall consider tonight. 


Two Important Happenings. 


Two important happenings in the Church world ex- 
erted a strong influence toward hastening the setting- 
up of an overhead organization for our Woman’s Work. 


The first of these was the accepting by our Church 
at the Birmingham Assembly in 1907 of definite re- 
sponsibility for carrying the gospel to large areas in 
seven foreign countries, the total population of which 
was then estimated to be about 25,000,000 souls. 
Our entire Church was permeated with a new and 
keen sense of responsibility for the Foreign Mission 
work we had thus assumed. 


The second occurrence was the nation-wide Woman’s 
Jubilee in 1910. All denominations took part in it 
and mass meetings were held in every city and town 
of any size throughout the country, with noted speak- 
ers, greeted by enthusiastic audiences. Reports of 
amounts given to Foreign Missions the previous year, 
by the women of the churches, were called for at every 
meeting, and the Southern Presbyterian women found 
themselves the only denomination which had no sys- 
tem of reports and no basis for planning a percentage 
of increase in gifts, in honor of the Jubilee, as others 
were doing. Southern Presbyterian women had an 
important part in preparing for and conducting the 
local Jubilee meetings, yet when the time came for 
reports and for planning increased gifts, the Baptist 
women came forward, the Methodists gave reports, 
the Episcopalians presented their reckoning, only the 
Southern Presbyterian women remained silent in their 
pews! The realization of our sad lack of organiza- 
tion aroused the entire womanhood of the Church. 
Some of us went home from those meetings determined, 
that something must be done to bring order and effi- 
ciency to the work of our women. 


THE BORNING OF THE WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY | 


Decisions made at the Jubilee became, in 1911, the 


The full text of address will be printed in leaflet form later.) 


nucleus of the paper entitled, “Some Reasons Why 
a Woman Secretary Is Needed,” which afterwards 
became a historic document in the history of the Auxil- 
iary. That paper was sent to the Synodical Presi- 
dent of Missouri, Mrs. D. A. McMillan, who fully 
understood the situation, and she, after securing the 
approval of her own Executive Committee, sent the 
paper to the presidents of the five synodicals then 
existing. Their approval was promptly given and 
plans were made to have the paper presented to the 
Synod of Missouri for approval, for we dared not go 
farther without its sanction. 


The Synod of Missouri. 

The Synod met in Eastminster Church, Kansas City, 
in October, 1911. Mrs. McMillan was expected to 
be present but was taken with influenza and unable 
to come. Miss Jennie Hanna and I were her sub- 
stitutes. Dr. W. R. Dobyns, of blessed memory, had 
consented to present the paper to the synod. However, 
an hour or two after synod convened, Dr. Dobyns told 
us that the statement, which we had deemed entirely 
adequate, must be translated into the language of an 
overture! We were filled with consternation! We 
sought help, and providentially found Dr. A. L. 
Phillips, Secretary of Sunday School work and a visi- 
tor to synod. 

“Do you know how to write an overture?” we in- 
quired. 

“Perhaps,” he smilingly answered. 
want?” 

“Dr. Dobyns says we must restate this paper ‘Some 
Reasons Why a Woman Secretary Is Needed’ in the 
form of an overture, but we do not know how to do 
it.” 

We sat down with Dr. Phillips as he wrote out our 
case for us in proper ecclesiastical terms, and we soon 
presented Dr. Dobyns with a perfectly correct over- 
ture. 

The Synod was not committed unanimously to ap- 
proval of the overture at first, and when it came up for 
discussion on the floor of synod, one of the most con- 
servative members, Dr. John F. Cannon, said in his 
quiet way: “It would seem that this proposed plan 
might be a very good thing, but I do not now see 
any place in our Church machinery for such an organi- 
zation. Under what supervision would it function?” 
A vote on the question was postponed until a later 
hour. 

During recess, we said to Dr. Cannon: “If this pro- 
posed Secretary is desirable, if the organization 1s 
needed, would it not be wise to adjust the machinery 
of the Church so that we may have it?” “Well,” he 
said thoughtfully, “that sounds reasonable.” When 
the vote came an hour later, it was unanimous in favor 
of the overture, and Dr. Cannon became one of our 


“What do you 


wisest counsellors during the stormy months that fol- 


lowed. 4 
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Approval and disapproval. 

The next step was to secure the approval of the 
Virginia Synodical, then in session, before it should 
disband, and it was my task to condense the overture 
into a telegram. It had 600 words! We wondered 
how we would ever pay for it. However, it went for- 
ward and received the approval of Virginia Synodical, 
and a little later of the other existing synodicals. With 
this official backing we thought our work was ended, 
but soon found it had only begun. 

The news of the proposed Woman Secretary became 
noised abroad throughout the Church, and the con- 
servative brethren began to express themselves through 
the Church papers in no uncertain terms of objection 
to the overture, warning against “ecclesiastical suf- 
fragettes,” and “women who were going to turn the 
Church over to organized Women’s Boards.” ‘Whither 
are we drifting” was a favorite caption to pessimistic 
warnings published during the early months of 1912. 


Compaign for Organization. 

Then started a most remarkable campaign on the 
part of the women responsible for the overture. It 
is difficult now to recall how many things were done. 
We were anxious to secure the official approval of the 
important Assembly’s Systematic Beneficence Com- 
mittee. Dr. R. O. Flinn, of North Avenue Church, 
Atlanta, was one of its members and much interested 
in our overture. He invited representatives of the 
synodicals of the Church to come to Atlanta as guests 
of their Woman’s Society in February, 1912, at the 
time the Systematic Beneficence Committee was to 
meet there. This was the first Church-wide meeting 
of women ever held in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. About twenty women officials, representing 
every section of the Church, attended the meeting; the 
proposed plans were approved, a small sum pledged 
‘or printing and postage, and Miss Hanna and myself 
appointed a Committee on Organization. The approval 
of the Woman’s overture was given unanimously by 
the Systematic Beneficence Committee. 

The Committee on Organization continued its vigor- 
ous campaign among the women, and answered the 
opposition as best they could, being ably assisted by 
prominent ministers, until the Assembly met in Bristol 
it May. The overture went to the Assembly with the 
approval of six synodicals, forty-one presbyterial 
unions, and with the endorsement of the Synod of 
Missouri, the presbyteries of Columbia, Atlanta, Knox- 
ville, and Suwannee; and the officially-expressed dis- 
approval of the presbyteries of East Hanover, Roanoke, 
Lexington, Winchester, and Mississippi. 


The Bristol Assembly. 


Dr. Cannon advised that a representative be sent 
0 the General Assembly to answer any inquiries from 
the Committee to which the overture might be referred, 
and I was chosen to go. It was probably the first time 
in the history of the Presbyterian Church that a woman 
‘ver appeared before an Assembly’s Committee. The 
ivitation of Dr. Grier, of North Carolina, Chairman 
of the Committee on Church Societies, to come before 


his Committee was accepted with inward trepidation. 
To bolster my courage, Miss Sala Evans, a missionary 
from Japan, accompanied me. 


Dr. J. M. Grier. 


Dr. Grier is a man of most immobile countenance. 
If it were not sacrilegious, one might say he had “a 
poker face.” Neither approval nor disapproval was 
registered in his expression and manner, as he ques- 
tioned the plans of the women. Among other things 
he said: 

“Since you are not asking an independent Board, 
under what supervision do you desire this proposed 
Secretary to work?” 

We replied that we would like a Supervisory com- 
mittee composed of the four Executive Secretaries of 
the Church, as they had been unfailing in their assist- 
ance and because the proposed Secretary would be en- 
gaged in promoting the Causes the Secretaries repre- 
sented. He further asked if we were insistent on the 
title of “Secretary.” 

“We do not care what you call the official, just so 
you give her to us,” we replied. Later, in order to 
placate some objectors, who felt the title of “Secretary”’ 
should never be of feminine gender, the women them- 
selves gave the new official the title of Superintendent, 
and it remained in use until 1927, when the officer, 
who had been Superintendent for fifteen years, was 
re-christened “Secretary” by the Assembly itself. 


Overture Approved. 


When the time arrived for Dr. Grier’s report to be 
given, all our forces were seated in a pew near the 
front of the church. Dr. W. R. Dobyns, our ecclesias- 
tical representative; Mr. Willis M. Everett, our legal 
friend; and “the lady from Missouri” sat together, 
eyes (and probably mouths!) wide open, awaiting the 
expression of the Committee and action of the Assem- 
bly. Dr. E. E. Green, of Danville, Ky., was to have 
been with us, but was detained by illness. 

We expected opposition. When Dr. Grier read the 
report of the Committee on Church Societies, we knew 
for the first time that his committee approved the 
overture. The Moderator called for any discussion. 
We gripped the edge of the seat, and awaited the ex- 
pected blasts of opposition. To our amazement, no one 
rose to say “Nay!” When the vote was taken, we 
heard no audible dissenting voice. Never shall we 
forget the music of Dr. Clyce’s voice as the gavel fell 
on the pulpit, and he called out “CARRIED.” The 
woman Secretary was ,assured! No income, however, 
was provided for the new department as the women 
had agreed to finance the Auxiliary for two proba- 
tionary years. 


SETTING UP THE ORGANIZATION 


The Montreat Meeting in 1912. 

The Executive Secretaries were appointed as a Super- 
visory Committee to the new organization and theirs 
was the task of bringing together the women leaders 
of the Church and setting up the Auxiliary. They 
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called the meeting for August, 1912, right here in dear 
Montreat. Montreat occupies a place in the history 
and life and affection of the Woman’s Auxiliary which 
is held by no other spot. The beautiful gateway which 
welcomes you as you enter the grounds expresses some- 
thing of our affection for this, our birthplace. 

At this meeting in August, 1912, we were faced with 
a difficult situation which had arisen only a few weeks 
before. During all the months preceding the General 
Assembly, Miss Hanna and I had corresponded with 
leaders all over the Church trying to find the right 
woman for the Secretaryship. In the Spring, we had 
finally located one who seemed to us the ideal woman, 
Mrs. S. H. Askew, of Atlanta. A gifted Bible teacher 
and a consecrated worker, she had said she would 
favorably consider accepting the proposed office. The 
choice of Mrs. Askew met with general approval from 
the Synodical Presidents, and Miss Hanna and I were 
looking forward longingly to the time when we might 
shift the burden of the new project to other shoulders 
and return, to our own family tasks in our homes. How- 
ever, just a few weeks before the Montreat meeting, 
Mrs. Askew wired us that changed circumstances made 
it impossible for her to consider the position! There- 
fore, we found we had the office, but no one to fill 
it! The Secretaries told us, ““You must have a woman 
ready to accept the office or all of your work is in vain.” 


The Superintendent Chosen. 


At that time, Dr. Charles R. Nisbet, Miss Hanna’s 
pastor and mine, stepped into the breach. He came 
to my home and after much discussion said: 

“There is but one solution to this situation. You, 
Mrs. Winsborough, will have to take the position.” 

“That is utterly impossible,’’ I replied, “I have my 
family; I have my home; I am the busiest woman in 
the world.” 

“Then you will have to take it temporarily or the 
whole year’s work will be lost,” Dr. Nisbet replied. 

The next day telegrams came from every Synodical 
President in the Church saying, “The only way out is 
for you to accept the place.” There seemed nothing 
to do but reluctantly accept the position for six months 
only, believing that we would find the right woman in 
that time. How the Lord led us into paths that kept 
me in that office for seventeen years is too personal a 
story to tell here. It was God’s plan. 


Spiritual Guidance. 


When the Synodical Presidents and representatives 
met in Montreat in August, 1912, and faced the mo- 
mentous task of setting up the organization for the 
women of the Southern Presbyterian Church, a keen 
sense of their utter inadequacy for the task drove them 
to their knees, and when Mother McCallie led the devo- 
tions, practically every woman present voiced a peti- 
tion for divine guidance in the great work that lay 
before them. They met in the parlor of Mrs. C. E. 
Graham’s home. After a circle of earnest prayer, they 
nominated for the office of Superintendent a woman of 
no previous business experience, unknown to the great 
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body of women in the Church, a woman laden with 
family cares and a member of the most remote church 
in our Assembly. Only a sublime confidence in an- 
swered prayer could have led to such action. The 
faith of those women of twenty years ago seems almost 
incredible in the light of today. With no money, no 
office equipment, no literature, no training, they set out 
to organize into one uniform body tens of thousands 
of women who were members of every possible type 
of missionary organization, as well as the much larger 
number who were members of none. They faced op- 
position (some from the leaders of the Church) that 
was bitter, unfair, and worse than all, conscientious, 
and which continued for years. Some of this opposi- 
tion was among their own women. Yet this little band 
went forward, courageous, never faltering, because they 
believed God’s hand was leading, and because they de- 
pended solely upon him for guidance. 


The Auxiliary Office. 

In this same dependence upon divine leading, the 
Auxiliary office was established in a room in my home, 
which it occupied during our probationary two years. 
Typewriter and desk were furnished by Mr. Magill, 
for the new organization had no assured income. Dr. 
Nisbet contributed the first money toward a stenog- 
rapher’s salary, and thus the Auxiliary started on its 
upward march, which it has continued until today, with 
never a setback. 

Mrs. A. M. Howison was our Treasurer for the first 
nine months of the life of the Auxiliary, and they were 
hard months. She tried to extract $2.00 from each So- 
ciety in the Church and her success was remarkable. 


When the Synodical Presidents came together at the § 


Atlanta General Assembly, nine months after the meet- 
ing in Montreat, every synodical in the Church was or- 
ganized and every presbyterial was organized. At that 
meeting, Mrs. D. A. McMillan was elected treasurer and 
served in that office for eighteen splendid years. She 
carried the financial burden of the Auxiliary the rest 
of those two probationary years. We never knew when 
a dollar was coming nor where it was coming from. 
By unceasing effort, Mrs. McMillan succeeded in get- 
ting enough money to do the necessary field work and 
pay the printing and other expenses of the office. Her 
accomplishment was a miracle of hard work and faith. 

When the Kansas City Assembly met in 1914, at the 
end of our probation period of two years, we had not 
a dollar of debt, a little bit of money in the treasury, 
our organization was completed, and our educational 
program functioning. A favorable impression was 
made upon the General Assembly, and it was de- 
cided that this “step-child” of theirs would better be 
adopted into the family. The Executive Committees 
were directed to furnish an adequate budget for its 
needs, and the Woman’s Auxiliary became a member 
of the official family of the Church in good and regu- 
lar standing, continuing its promotion of the educa- 
tional and spiritual life of the Auxiliary, and its search 
for a satisfactory plan of organization for a local 
church. The evolution of the present Auxiliary-Circle 
plan has a story all its own. 
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OR the first time in their long history, the three 

major Bible Societies of the world, the British 

and Foreign Bible Society, the American Bible 
Societies, and the National Bible Society of Scotland, 
met in the historic Bible House on Queen Victoria 
Street in London this past summer. Representing re- 
spectively 128, 116, and 71 vears of skilled service in 
a single cause—that of making the Holy Scriptures 
available to men of every race and nation in their own 
tongue--the delegates sensed profoundly the great 
achievements of the past: Scriptures translated and 
circulated in over seven hundred languages and in mil- 
lions of copies; the work of thousands of servants of 
the Cause, statesmen, scholars, missionaries, pastors, 
Bible women, colporteurs, and clerks; the prayerful giv- 
ing of hundreds of thousands of churches and indi- 
vidual donors, many out of their wealth, more out 
of their small resources. 






















CooPERATION WitrH NATIONAL SOCIETIES 


The problems of the future were even more deeply 
m the thought of the twenty-one delegates. Under 
he chairmanship of Sir Alexander Glegg, the world- 
‘ituation was rapidly reviewed in its practical bear- 
ings. The growth of missionary work, the rise of the 
younger churches in mission lands, the closer contact 
of every part of the world with every other, and the 
txpansion of the work of the Societies had created a 
new situation. No longer can the Societies act with 
a large degree of independence, and new allies must 
be summoned from the Christian communities where 
responsibility for evangelization is shared by a new 
‘ational leadership. 

Many measures were recommended by the Confer- 
tnce to the Societies looking to mutual adjustments and 
loser collaboration. - Proposals were considered in re- 
spect to India and China that look definitely in the 
direction of national Bible Societies with which the 
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0 ¢ 
0 There is nothing wherein God may be so fully known, communicated 0 
n with, depended upon, and praised, as in his gospel. Here we see himas WM 
n a God of bounty and endless compassion, humbling himself that he might a 
] be merciful to his enemies, that he might himself bear the punishment of a 
0 those injuries which had been done unto himself. In the creation he is 0 
a a God above us; in the law he is a God against us; only in the gospel, a 
: he is “Immanuel,” a “God with us,” a God like us, a God for us. > 
—Bishop Reynolds. 
0) 
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AN otable Conference of Three Bible Societies 


By ERIC M. NORTH, General Secretary, American Bible Society 


older Societies would cooperate in support. Similar 
developments were forecast in other countries. Indeed 
the vision rose of a great new world-wide cooperation 
in “the Bible cause,” bearing fresh witness to the mean- 
ing of the indispensable Book for mankind. 


UrceE LarGER USE oF SCRIPTURES IN INDIVIDUAL 
AND FAMILY LIFE 


The comparison of experience led to the conviction 
that widespread campaigns of free distribution of the 
Scriptures were undesirable, as in them distribution 
can rarely be carried out in a manner to secure the 
interest of the possessor in serious reading, and an open 
mind and heart to the entrance of the Word. The Con- 
ference expressed its profound concern that the Scrip- 
tures supplied by the Societies should find their fullest 
possible use in individual and family life, and urged 
ihe Boards of the Societies to consider measures by 
which this might be encouraged. 


“Wr CANNOT WorK APART” 


The Conference of the three Societies was followed 
by several days of conference between the staff of the 
British and the American Bible Societies, dealing with 
many policies and details crowded out of the larger 
conference, many of which will prove to be far-reach- 
ing, especially through cooperation in publication, and 
in joint action in countries where both are at work. 
In the words of Secretary Wilkinson of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society the conferences were not only 
“unique in the annals of the three Societies and rich 
in significance for their future history” but “God 
showed us as never before that all our own work was 
just part of the common work for him, and compelled 
us to understand that as we cannot do it apart from 
him, neither can we adequately do it apart from one 
another.” 
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If Times Are Hard 


for you, what must they be for the more than 500 
men and women on the Roll of Ministerial Relief! 


Have yau thought about that or them? 


A cheque today, 
a legacy in your will! 


Presbyterian Church in the United States HENRY H. ay Sh D. D. 
Executive Secreta 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief BIO Urban Building ‘Lovieville, Ky. 






































(This poem appeared some years ago in a newspaper 
as an appeal for a Pickaninny Christmas Tree in re- 
membrance of the “dusky poor.”’) 


Crowded Out 





Nobody ain’t Christmas shoppin’ 
Fur his stockin’. 

Nobody ain’t kotch no turkey, 
Nobody ain’t bake no pie, 
Nobody’s laid nuthin by, 

Santa Claus don’t cut no figger 
Fur his mammy’s little nigger. 


_ 





Seems lak everybody’s rushin’ 

An ’er crushin’, 

Crowdin’ shops and jammin’ trolleys, 
Buyin’ shoes an’ shorts an’ toys 
Fur de white folks’ girls and boys; 
But no hobby horse ain’t rockin’ 

Fur his little wore out stockin’. 


He ain’t quar’lin’, recollec’; 

He don’t spec’ 

Nuthin’, hit’s his not expectin’ 
Makes his mammy wish, O Laws! 
Fur er nigger Santa Claus 

Totin’ just er toy balloon 

Fur his mammy’s little coon. 











—Rosalie M. Jones. 
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The poll of the speakeasies of New York, published in 
the World of March 31, 1930, 
The Speakeasies quoted some of the reasons given 
Want Repeal by the operators for their 20 to 
1 opposition to prohibition. 

They were the obvious ones, and just what anyone 
should have expected, though the World expressed 
some surprise at their character. 

The World listed, in the order of their importance, 
the eight reasons given. Here they are: 

1. Extreme hazard due to possible official raids. 

2. Fear of hold-ups. Gunmen know that police 
will not receive complaints from their victims. 
3. Possible loss of total investment by padlocking.. 
4. Rents doubled because of padlock possibilities. 



























THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 715 


5. Business small and uncertain compared with 
pre-war wet restaurants. # 

6. Non-paying customers (policemen and_ their 
friends. ) 

7. Social stigma placed on speakeasy owner and 
his family. 

8. Loss of high-class patronage because of home 
delivery. 

Just why anyone should be surprised at this list of 
reasons, would be difficult to state. At any rate, they 
are the reasons actually given. Somehow, they do not 
seem unfavorable to prohibition. Possibly that is the 
reason the wets feign astonishment at their character, 
and are so extremely reticent about mentioning the re- 
sults of that poll. 

—Dr. Thomas N. Carver, of Harvard University. 









Che Lord of All Our Revelling 


What sweeter music can we bring 
Than a carol for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 
Awake the voice! Awake the string! 


Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honor to this day, 
That sees December turned to May! 

If we may ask the reason, say: 


“The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is we find a room 

To welcome Him. The nobler part 

Of all the house here is the heart: 


“Which we will give Him and bequeath 

This holly and this ivy wreath, 

To do Him honor who’s our King, 

The Lord of all this revelling.” 

—Robert Herrick (1591-1674) 


Reading Contest 
In Lexington Presbytery 


Lexington Presbyterial in Virginia, has launched a 
Survey Reading contest between its four districts on 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. . 


Believing that knowledge arouses interest and more 
liberal giving, the women of this Presbyterial have 
invited the men and young people to join with them 
in this contest which began with the October SURVEY 
and terminates with the December issue. 


The rules of the contest include the reading of 
every article on C. E & M. R. in these three SUR- 
VEYS, the use of the Christmas program sent out by 
the committee on C. E. & M. R. and an offering for 
our aged and infirm ministers during the Christmas 
season. 





Many centuries ago the Psalmist said: “I give my- 





The Church Calendar 


self unto prayer.” Throughout these years millions have 
followed his example and have found strength and help 
in earnest prayer. And yet some people in this year 1932 
are debating whether or not prayer is valuable! The 
futility of this argument appears when we ask ourselves 
if these millions of men and women would have been 
praying throughout these years if prayer is only a gigan- 
tic illusion? What the world needs today more than any- 
thing else is genuine prayer. Where there is much prayer, 
there is much blessing; and where there is no prayer, 
there is no blessing — Prayer is communion with God an 
God honors those who honor Him by seeking His favor 
In prayer.—Ex. 





4 
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of Prayer 


Will help you to pray intelli- 
gently for every department of 
your Church’s work. 


Presbyterian Committee of Publication 
Richmond, Va. 


Price, 15 cents. 
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“There “nce a Woman 
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By HUGH THOMSON KERR, D. D., LL. D. 
Former Moderator of the Presbyterian U.S. A. General Assembly 


HERE are people who estimate everything in terms 
T of money. When Mary at Bethany broke the 
alabaster vase there were people who said, “It 
might have been sold.” That is the most vulgar say- 
ing in the Bible. Mary was not thinking in terms of 
money. If you had asked her why she poured out the 
precious ointment, worth three hundred days’ wages, 
she could not have answered. 

Love does not think in terms of money. Love is 
extravagant. I knew a boy who spent $7.50 of his 
$9 Christmas money for yellow roses for his mother. 
The flowers have long since faded, but their fragrance 
still fills his mother’s heart. Love never bargains. 
Love never calculates. Love never puts a price on what 
it gives: When Portia knew that Bassanio was hers 
and hers only, she said: 


“You see me, Lord Bassanio, where I stand, 
Such as I am: though, for myself alone 
I would not be ambitious in my wish, 
To wish myself much better, yet for you 
I would be trebled twenty times myself; 
A thousand times more fair, ten thousand times 
More rich; 
Myself, and what is mine, to you and yours 
Is now converted .. 
I give them with this ring.” 


‘RETA TFT OS 


Love gives everything. It keeps back no part of 
the price. It never counts the cost. Mary poured out 
her treasure not drop by drop but in its fullness. She 
crushed the transparent crystal in her hand and let 
the precious liquid escape, and it filled the whole house, 
living-room and kitchen, court and cellar. It takes a 
woman to do what no one else ever dreams of doing. 

This is what we need. The Church at home and 
abroad is restrained, crippled, circumscribed. Re- 
sources for carrying the gospel over land and sea are 
depleted. This is not due to the present depression, 
for the decline began in all the churches ten years 
ago. We are better equipped, better organized, better 
budgeted than the Church has ever been, but there is 
no dynamic power in a budget formula. It is only 
when love finds full and free expression that the price- 
Jess alabaster cruse with its precious contents is poured 
out and the Church is filled with fragrance. 

Let me ask you something. How do you expect to 


- 


match the love of Christ? It was this that Mary was 
thinking about, for it was she who first saw the Cross. 
How do you plan to match the extravagance of the 
Cross? ‘He who was rich yet for our sakes became 
poor.”” How do you plan to match that? “The Son 
of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” Tell me how 
you propose to match that. Surely not by a little 
addition and much subtraction. It must be by the 
extravagance of a love that says, ‘““Take my love; my 
Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store.” There is 
nothing fragrant about the Cross but the love that 
made it a necessity. A cross is an instrument of death. 
It is stained with blood. The only thing that we can 
do is to weave about it the garland of our own un- 
withholding love. 

At a wedding I am always interested in the beautiful 
gifts set apart in a dedicated room. Some one who 
knows, perhaps the bride’s mother, takes me as to a 
sacred shrine where love is revealed, and tells me the 
secrets. “Mr. So-and-So gave this. Isn’t it lovely? 
Mr. So-and-So gave that. Isn’t it beautiful? Judge 
So-and-So gave that. We value his friendship. Mr. 
So-and-So-—a very distinguished name—gave that. He 
has known her since she was a child. Dr. So-and-So 
gave this. He cared for her during a very serious ill- 
ness.” It is all very sweet and beautiful, and the whole 
house is filled with the fragrance of love. 

Then I have thought of the treasures which Christ 
has had given him and which he keeps as memories 
of love. Perhaps some day he will show them to us. 
I wonder what he has kept? I think he has in his 
keeping the two mites which the widow cast into the 
temple treasury. He will have the cup which held the 
water of Jacob’s Well, given him by the woman of 
Samaria. He will have the spices and the fine linens 
which the women brought to the empty tomb. Per: 
haps he will have baskets of flowers still blooming like 
Aaron’s rod, given him by the lepers he healed. I am 
sure he will have the fragments of Mary’s alabaster 
vase which will still retain the fragrance of her far- 
seeing love. All these treasures he will have. Then 
I wonder, I wonder, if he—will—have—anything—of 
—mine !—From The ini aca Magazine, July, 
1932, used by permission. 
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‘There Is Room in My Heart” 


Optional Program, for use in Church, Sabbath School, or Young People’s Organization 


Hymn—‘Silent Night,” or “It Came Upon the Mid- 
night Clear.” 

PRAYER. 

LEADER—‘Let us hear the story of the first Christmas 
gifts.” 

READING—Matthew 2:1-11. 

LEADER—“We, too, would bring the Christ Child gifts 
on his birthday. He has told us in his Word 
how to bring gifts to him.” 

READING—Matthew 25 :21-40. 

LEADER will explain the purpose of the offering—the 
old ministers and missionaries and their families. 

Then those who have filled stockings or offering 
envelopes will bring these forward, by classes or 


departments. Two or more older boys or girls’ 


take charge of hanging them on the tree (or trees), 
taking care not to disturb the candles. 

When these are hung, the deacons, or several 
older boys, take up the offering of those in the 
pews. 

PrayER of thanksgiving for the offering. 
LEADER—“‘When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, there 
was no room for him in the inn. As we celebrate 
his birthday, will he find room in our hearts?” 
RECITATION— 


“Though Christ a thousand times 
In Bethlehem be born, 

If he’s not born in thee, 
Thy soul is still forlorn. 


“Oh, would thy heart but be 
A manger for his birth, 
God would once more become 
A child upon the earth.” 
—Johannes Schauffler. 


Hymn—“O Jesus, Thou Art Standing” (first stanza 
only; remain seated). 

LEADER—“He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not. But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God.” 

Hymn—‘) Little Town of Bethlehem” (third and 

fourth stanzas only; seated). 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Story—“A Little Child Shall Lead Them.” This 
may be shortened by using only the story within 
the story. Or, it can very easily be dramatized, 
having the father, mother, children and stranger 
represented. Copies may be secured from 410 
Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. (2 cents each). 

ORGANIST or pianist begins to play softly, “Joy to the 
World.” 

LrEADER—“‘Jesus answered and said, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words; and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him and make 
our abode with him. Which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory. For to me, to 
live is Christ. And it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me.” 

Durinc Tus Reap1nc the older boys and girls quietly 
light the candles on the tree (or trees), by means 
of tapers lighted at the tall candles. 

HymMN—“Joy to the World.” 

BENEDICTION. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTING THIS PROGRAM 


See the November Survey for the use of stockings for 
the Christmas offering for Ministerial Relief, or order 
offering envelopes from 410 Urban Building, Louisville, 
Ky. The purpose of the offering should be clearly 
stated, and a strong appeal made for these “Unem- 
ployed” of the Church.. 


Have one or more evergreen trees on the platform, 
the number depending on the size of the congregation 
(perhaps a tree for each department). These are 
trimmed with unlighted candles. During the service 
the stockings or envelopes are hung on the trees, and 
later the candles are lighted. On a small stand in the 
center of the platform have one or more tall candles 
burning. Have red candles for stand and trees if 
stockings are used; white candles with envelopes. 

Select several older boys and girls to take charge 
of hanging the stockings or envelopes, and lighting the 
candles. 

In order to avoid interruption, the readings and re- 
citations should not be announced. If possible, the 
numbers of the hymns should be posted, that the con- 
gregation may find them without delay; also it should 
be distinctly understood which stanzas are to be used. 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1931—November 1, 1931......... $59,794.57 


Net decrease for seven months 
Decrease from other sources .. 
Total decrease from all sources 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1932—November 1, 1932......... 50,284.71 


WUC Se CIURC ITT CELLET Ce. $ 9,509.86 
Cakes es CRORES RO RAS $ 8,346.41 
Werrerrerr. Tere eT eet $17,856.27 
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Suggestions for the Secretary of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief 


HIS month, of all others, is your month! Do 

not let the fact that there will be multitudes of 

other good causes pressing on the hearts of your 
church members deter you from seeing that the cause 
of the old ministers and the widows and orphans of 
ministers who have died is tenderly and faithfully pre- 
sented to them. Let them hear, let them see—and bring 
close to their hearts your appeal for the homes so dear 
to the heart of the Christ whom these ministers have 
given their lives to serve. And the people will re- 
spond—when they know—for they will see that they 
can find no nearer or shorter way to reach the Saviour 
on His own birthday—than just this. 

One of our secretaries last December had a little 
Christmas tree for the old ministers, and the free-will 
offering envelopes were fastened to the tree. Many 
circles would like to carry out this plan. Send to 410 
Urban Building, Louisville, Ky., for the offering en- 
velopes and give them to the chairmen of the circles. 
This offering is to be their Mary Gift—their alabaster 
box—the gift they could not help but bring to the 
Saviour—over and above every other gift they will 
make this Christmas season. 

Second—make your church see and know and hear 
through posters—in the vestibule, in the Sunday-school 
assembly room, at the meeting of your Auxiliary. Get 
some of the young people to help you make them. 
Some suggestions follow. 

(We would like to know the address of the Christian 
Endeavor Society which made and used these posters 
and sent us a paper about them two years ago. We 
have lost the name and address and would like to give 
them credit for the fine suggestions. ) 

First poster—“A pen-and-ink drawing showing a 
young man seated at a table, with paper and pen, a 
young woman just behind him, one hand on the chair, 
the other clasped to her breast. Both are gazing 
earnestly, as if in deep and serious thought, at a 
picture of a pair of scales, evenly balanced. Under 
the picture in large letters are the words, Balance the 
Give and Take in your Life. This was the picture 
which faced the whole congregation the first Sabbath in 


December, as our pastor called attention to it and made 
a short and interesting talk about it, and it faced us 
during the entire month, until the time came for the 
Christmas Vesper Service when it was moved to the 
vestibule with other posters. 

“Ministerial Relief as the channel through which 
the church may minister to Christ, was shown by other 
posters made by members of this same society, by 
combining pictures out of church papers and Tuer 
PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, and the cover of the Christmas 
program. The picture of the manger with people 
worshipping the infant Jesus had near it an old min- 
ister who looked sad and discouraged, and these words 
were printed under it: One way by which you can 
reach the Saviour on his birthday. Send your Christ- 
mas gift to brighten the old ministers’ shadowed 
homes. 

“Another poster combined a picture of the Baby 
Jesus receiving the gifts of the Wise Men with a pic- 
ture of a white-haired old minister. Underneath the 
picture was the word Inasmuch—” 

We are very sure of this—that if all our Secretaries 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief see that 
this cause of Ministerial Relief is presented to the heart 
of their churches, there will be an overflowing response 
on Christmas Sunday. 


CHRISTMAS STORIES 


The following little Christmas stories, suitable for 
young people’s meetings, worship services of the Sun- 
day School, the Auxiliary; for using as Christmas 
cards, and for sending as Christmas messages in let- 
ters, can be ordered from us at 2 cents each, or 10 
cents for the set of seven: 


His Gift to the King. 

Their Christmas Vision. 

The Perfect Gift. 

Tonight to Bethlehem. 

In the Same Country. 

I Heard the Bells. 

A Little Child Shall Lead Them. 





‘** The Prince of Peace” 


is the title of the Service to be used this year at the 
_ Christmas Season in our Churches. 

It has been arranged by Katharine A. See. It carries 
its message directly to the heart. 

It calls for dedication of self, service, and sub- 
stance to God. 

It may be used at any time and in any church, 
however small or large. It can be adapted for a 
longer or shorter period of time—with or without the 
use of various characters. In past years real spiritual 
blessings have been brought by this service to many 


people and to many homes. Reports indicate that in 
many churches larger crowds have attended than at any 
other period of the year. 

It provides for a worship service, beautiful and rev- 
erent, suitable both to the House of the Lord and to 
the Sabbath day. Make a special effort to conserve its 
spiritual results. ; 

The General Assembly in session at San Antonio 
declared concerning the Christmas Services arranged 
by the Committee: “The service is wholly optional and 
can easily be adapted.to the use and the tastes of any 
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hristian Education 
a Ministerial Relief 


church or Sunday school and its message each year is 
appropriate, spiritual, and effective.” 

Samples are being sent to Superintendents of Sunday 
schools and Pastors. Copies provided free of cost for 
those taking part as characters. 


“CHRISTMAS CAROLS” 


is the title of a carefully selected number (thirty-six) 
of the choice spiritual carols and hymns for the Christ- 
mas season. It contains the best selections from all 


ages and all lands. 

Its use has helped to revolutionize the worship of 
song in many communities. 

It has been sold to many who are reviving the cus- 
tom of “Community Singing of Carols” and for choirs 
and churches. 

It is sold at 25 cents a copy or $2.50 a dozen. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





“FOLLOWING THE STAR” 


is the title to a little companion volume to “Christmas 
Carols” written by Mildred Welch. It is a primer on 
the Drama. 

It explains fully and clearly the relation which the 
yearly Christmas Vocational Service bears to the Pro- 
gram of our Church and the Spiritual Life Department 
of the Church Program. 

It gives in detail suggestive ideas for music, light- 
ing, decorations, and costumes taken from the best 
authorities on religious drama and service. 

They may be secured at the rate of 15 cents a copy— 
formerly sold for 25 cents. 

For other information address Henry H. Sweets, 
Secretary for Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 








On the Trail of Ministerial Relief 


“T want to visualize to my congregation the budget,” 
a minister wrote us. “How many aged ministers will 
cur quota care for? Just what will it accomplish in 
terms of personality?” 

Follow your share of the offering to its destination; 
as it mingles with other offerings and, in the form of 
monthly checks, visits the 526 homes on the roll of 
Ministerial Relief. Where does the trail end? 

An elderly minister opens your envelope and looks 
sadly at the figures on the check. Too frail to hold a 
regular pastorate, he has been trying to do a little home 
mission work at his own expense; but can he do it now 
that his appropriation has been cut? The check will 
barely cover his board and tithe. Can he take the trips 
he wants, into the mountains? 

A nine-year-old boy hands your letter to his mother. 
She is young still, but sorrow and the strain of “genteel 
poverty” show in her face. The check would not be 
enough; neither would the few boarders. Together the 
two sources of income provide a home for the children. 
But it is hard. If only the appropriation need not be 
cut again! 

An old lady sits alone. Dependent upon others for 
a home, your checks have provided for her daily needs. 
“For forty-four years,” she writes in a faltering hand, 
“I did what I could to hold up the hands of my sainted 
husband in the ministry. I may not be worthy of the 
favors I received, and for that reason I am the more 
thankful.” 


Your check visits the home of a snowy-haired couple. 
How vigorous they have been; only a few years ago, 
it seems. But they are frail now, and needy—‘On 
the ragged edge of want,” the old minister tells us, 
except for the unguaranteed kindness of friends. “But 
it does not matter,” he adds. “My race will soon be 
tun. I am ‘simply trusting.’ ” 






“Qld” 


“Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the first was made. 

Our times are in His hand 

Who saith, ‘A whole I planned.’ 

Youth shows but half; trust God—see all, nor be 
afraid.” —Robert Browning. 


“Each period of life has its own satisfactions to 
bring and its own contributions to make. : 
The best way to keep young, both in feeling and ap- 
pearance, is to believe in the peculiar value of each 
period of life as it comes, and to look for it.”—Jay T. 
Stocking. 


Now if church members could all be convinced of 
this, and if they would permit the ministers to believe 
this, there would be no such thing as a “dead-line” in 
the ministry, and many mature gifts and graces would 
be conserved to the Church. 

And if the minister were assured of honorable re- 
tirement on an honorable annuity before he actually 
drops in his tracks, the chances are he wouldn’t drop 
so soon or so hard as he does under our present system. 





‘From the Other World” 


A Presbytery’s Chairman of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief recently wrote in to the Louisville 
office : 

“T want to notify you that Dr. died last Fri- 
day. I am sure that you are very glad that you were 
able to help him when he needed it. Many men and 
women look back from that far-off Country and recall 
the help that your Committee gave that smoothed the 
way for them and made life much easier and happier.” 

“And I say unto you, make unto yourselves friends 
of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting habitations.” 
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ALL THE CHURCHES 
ALL TOGETHER 


Make the December Program 


of your Church and its Organizations— 
“THE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL”— 


A Spiritual Impetus and Power at the beginning 
of the Church-Wide Evangelistic Movement 





1. The Minister is the Essential Man 

The Church of today and tomorrow depends on the men who fill our 
pulpits. 
2. He should have your Sympathetic Uuderstanding 


He bears burdens unseen by other eyes. He should be able to count 
on his members as his force not his field. 


temper eesecesssssssesesecesssssccll 


3. He needs your Prayers 


The Apostle Paul wrote: “Finally, brethren, pray for us that the 
word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.” 


4. He must have your Material Support 


(1) While in active service—“Even so hath the Lord ordained that 
they who preach the gospel shall live of the gospel.” 


(2) When retired on account of disability or age—A fuller fellow- 
ship of all the churches in the holy responsibility that is ours for the 
servants of Christ and our Church who have served long years and are 


now in need, and for the widows and little fatherless children of those 
who have died 





The General Assembly asks that you remember 
these opportunities and privileges in December 





THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


410 Urban Building Louisville, Ky. 
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hristian Education 
po Ministerial Relief 


The Family of 
Ministerial Relief 


203 aged or disabled ministeers 
average age, 68 years. 
average service to the Church, 34 years. 
278 widows, in whose homes are 47 little fatherless 
children under 14 years of age. 
35 invalid orphans, without either father or mother. 
10 unordained missionaries. 


526 homes 


Average daily amount sent to each home, for each 
family: 
November, 1929—$1.10. 
November, 1930—99c. 
November, 1931—91c. 
November, 1932—80c. 
January, 1933—? 
























The most drastic “cut” ever made in the meager 
amounts sent to these homes must be made in Jan- 
uary unless there is a large increase in the offerings of 
love for these servants of Christ and our Church. What 
must we do? Are you going to help answer this ques- 
tion ? 

410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 















Asking—To Give 


Does it seem to you that we ask and ask? We do 
not like to. Ministerial Relief should be a giving, 
not an asking work. And yet, it is not we who give: 
we are your stewards, and only as you give can we give. 

And we must give. Five hundred and twenty-six 
homes of ministers and missionaries are now looking 
to Ministerial Relief for aid—families to whom we 
are now sending an average of—eighty cents a day. 

They will not ask, these families. The old minister 
or widow who lives in your town will not ring your 
doorbell and demand a contribution, or request that 
your suscription to Ministerial Relief be increased, or 
paid up. So it falls to us, your stewards, to ask. 

It is not a new cause, this Ministerial Relief. The 
apostles called it “Ministering to the saints.” Listen 
to Paul as he lays down the basic principles of this 
work: “For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 
saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased them 
verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles 
have been snade partakers of their spiritual things, their 
duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.” 
(Romans 15:26-27.) Or read for yourself his more 
rnathy discussion of this “ministry,” II Corinthians 





















“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” These 
times have given the words a new and rich meaning; 
we Minister interprets them thus: That while some 
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are being forced to receive, we are blessed in still 
being able to give. 
t 
| 
“And must I be giving and giving again?” ln 
“Oh, no!” said the angel, piercing me through, 
‘Just give till the Master stops giving to you.” 








/ ALT, 
l yp 


STITT ttle 


oT tt) © 


The Spirit of Christmas 


By NELLIE B. SWEETS 


as 





"Twas the week before Christmas, and all through the 
town 

The people were rushing with many a frown, 

While the clerks in the stores longed to rest in their 
beds, 


So t red were their feet and so aching their heads. 


The “shop early” slogan did many obey, 

And now calm and peaceful they wended their way; 

Many gifts they had mailed, each marked with great 
glee, 


“Do not open till Christmas if you would please me.’ 


But others were rushing now here and now there, 
Oft wringing their hands as they tried in despair 

To find what they thought would please this or that one, 
And wishing devoutly their shopping were done. 


Let us pause for a moment and ask ourselves why 
We celebrate Christmas. Think you we should try 
To outdo our rich friends in value of gifts, 
Remembering the poor ones with hasty makeshifts? 


The Spirit of Christmas, what is it but love 
That came down to earth from the Father above, 
And peace on the earth, and good-will to men; 
Love, peace and good-will, and love once again. 


Our gifts should show love and be given to bless; 
The poor need the generous gift, not the less, 

And the rich need true love more than gifts we can buy: 
Possessing great wealth, for love oft they sigh. 


™hen let us remember as Christmas draws near 
Thore ‘s no heart on earth unresponsive to cheer; 
“ach one needs the message that blesses and lifts, 
So let us not fail to put love in our gifts. 


Elizabethtown, Ky. 
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ALL THE CHURCHES 
ALL TOGETHER 


Make the December Program 


of your Church and its Organizations— 
“THE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL”’— 


A Spiritual Impetus and Power at the beginning 
of the Church-Wide Evangelistic Movement 





1. The Minister is the Essential Man 


The Church of today and tomorrow depends on the men who fill our 
pulpits. 


2. He should have your Sympathetic Uuderstanding 


He bears burdens unseen by other eyes. He should be able to count 
on his members as his force not his field. 


3. He needs your Prayers 


The Apostle Paul wrote: “Finally, brethren, pray for us that the 
word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.” 


4. He must have your Material Support 


(1) While in active service—“Even so hath the Lord ordained that 
they who preach the gospel shall live of the gospel.” 


_ (2) When retired on account of disability or age—A fuller fellow- 
ship of all the churches in the holy responsibility that is ours for the 
servants of Christ and our Church who have served long years and are 


now in need, and for the widows and little fatherless children of those 
who have died 





The General Assembly asks that you remember 
these opportunities and privileges in December 





THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


410 Urban Building Louisville, Ky. 
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The Family of 
Ministerial Relief 


203 aged or disabled ministeers 
average age, 68 years. 
average service to the Church, 34 years. 
278 widows, in whose homes are 47 little fatherless 
children under 14 years of age. 
35 invalid orphans, without either father or mother. 
10 unordained missionaries. 


526 homes 


Average daily amount sent to each home, for each 
family: 
November, 1929—$1.10. 
November, 1930—99c. 
November, 1931—91c. 
November, 1932—80c. 
January, 1933—? 






































The most drastic “cut” ever made in the meager 
amounts sent to these homes must be made in Jan- 
uary unless there is a large increase in the offerings of 
love for these servants of Christ and our Church. What 
must we do? Are you going to help answer this ques- 
tion? 

410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 















Asking—To Give 


Does it seem to you that we ask and ask? We do 
not like to. Ministerial Relief should be a giving, 
not an asking work. And yet, it is not we who give: 
we are your stewards, and only as you give can we give. 

And we must give. Five hundred and twenty-six 
homes of ministers and missionaries are now looking 
to Ministerial Relief for aid—families to whom we 
are now sending an average of—eighty cents a day. 

They will not ask, these families. The old minister 
or widow who lives in your town will not ring your 
doorbell and demand a contribution, or request that 
your suscription to Ministerial Relief be increased, or 
paid up. So it falls to us, your stewards, to ask. 

It is not a new cause, this Ministerial Relief. The 
apostles called it ““Ministering to the saints.” Listen 
to Paul as he lays down the basic principles of this 
work: “For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 
Saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased them 
verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles 
have been snade partakers of their spiritual things, their 
duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.” 
(Romans 15:26-27.) Or read for yourself his more 
paethy discussion of this “ministry,” II Corinthians 
























“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive.” These 
times have given the words a new and rich meaning; 
we minister interprets them thus: That while some 
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are being forced to receive, we are blessed in still 
being able to give. 
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“And must I be giving and giving again?” saa 
“Oh, no!” said the angel, piercing me through, 
Just give till the Master stops giving to you.” 
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Che Spirit of Christmas 


By NELLIE B. SWEETS 


"Twas the week before Christmas, and all through the 
town 

The people were rushing with many a frown, 

While the clerks in the stores longed to rest in their 
beds, 


So t red were their feet and so aching their heads. 


The “shop early” slogan did many obey, 

And now calm and peaceful they wended their way; 

Many gifts they had mailed, each marked with great 
glee, 


“Do not open till Christmas if you would please me.” 


But others were rushing now here and now there, 

Oft wringing their hands as they tried in despair 

To find what they thought would please this or that one, 
And wishing devoutly their shopping were done. 


Let us pause for a moment and ask ourselves why 
We celebrate Christmas. Think you we should try 
To outdo our rich friends in value of gifts, 
Remembering the poor ones with hasty makeshifts? 


The Spirit of Christmas, what is it but love 
That came down to earth from the Father above, 
And peace on the earth, and good-will to men; 
Love, peace and good-will, and love once again. 


Our gifts should show love and be given to bless; 
The poor need the generous gift, not the less, 

And the rich need true love more than gifts we can buy: 
Possessing great wealth, for love oft they sigh. 


™hen let us remember as Christmas draws near 
Thore ‘s no heart on earth unresponsive to cheer; 
“ach one needs the message that blesses and lifts, 
So let us not fail to put love in our gifts. 


Elizabethtown, Ky. 
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Junior Program for December, 1932 


HymMN—(Use any Christmas hymn). 

Lorp’s: PRAYER. 

ScrIPTURE—Luke 2:8-20. 

Rott Catt—Answer with verse about giving. 

MINUTES. 

BUSINESS. 

OrreRING—(The leader will explain the purpose of 
the December offerings—the old ministers and 
their families on the roll of Ministerial Relief. 
Information concerning the need in these homes 
can be secured free from 410 Urban Building, 
Louisville, Ky.) 

OFFERING RESPONSE: “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 


Discussion: Other Gifts for Christ. The follow- 
ing may have been previously written on slips of 
paper, which are now distributed; the boys and 
girls are led to discuss these, and to decide in their 


own hearts just which they want to offer as their 

Birthday Gift to Christ. Suggest that they keep 

the slibs in their Bibles as a reminder. 

1. My heart to be Christ’s forever. 

2. A quiet talk with Jesus when TI wake, a quiet 
talk with him before I sleep. 

. One-tenth of my money for him to use. 

. I take Jesus, as I think he was at my age, 
for my pattern at home, at school, at church, 
with my friends. 

5. I want to be getting ready for the work which 
Jesus wants me to do for him. 

Story—“Gifts for the King.” 

HyMNn. 

SENTENCE PRAYERS—Closed by the Leader, of thanks- 
giving for the faithful ministers of our Church, 
and prayer for those who are now in need. Prayer 
that the boys and girls of our Church may offer 
to Christ the gift of self, for his use. 


> Ww 


Gifts for the King 


By KATHARINE A. SEE 


The little church had just finished a rehearsal for 
its Christmas service. Two boys from the group rep- 
resenting the Shepherds walked together from the 
church down the street to the edge of the village. 
Theron opened the gate to the little house where his 
family had lived since his father’s accident two years 
ago. Before that they had lived in the manse next to 
the little church, and Daddy had been the pastor. 
Dan turned in with his friend. 

The weather was mild for December, and Theron’s 
father was in his wheel chair on the porch, in the after- 
noon sunshine. The boys sat down on the steps. 

“Hello, shepherds,” the minister greeted them. 

“Hello,” said Dan. “Say, Mr. Lyle, we’re going to 
make ourselves some crooks to carry, and we’re going to 
bring gifts.” 

Theron contradicted him. 
that brought gifts. 
did they, Daddy?” 

“T wonder,” Daddy answered. ‘“Can’t you think of 
any gifts the shepherds might have brought?” 

“We're going to bring money, anyway,” persisted 
Dan. He pulled a small red tarletan stocking from 
his pocket. 


“Tt was the Wise Men 
The shepherds didn’t bring any, 


“That’s so,” said Theron, taking one from his own 
pocket. ‘‘We’re going to bring an offering in these 
for Ministerial Relief. Dan wanted to know what 
that was, so I said you’d explain it.” 

The minister smiled, a rather sad smile. “Think 
I ought to know all about it from experience?” he 
asked. ‘Then he explained, “It’s something like this: 
When the Church appoints a man to be a minister, it 
says to him, ‘You give all your time to God’s work; 
and in return we'll give you enough money for you 
and your family to live on.’ So as long as he can be 
the pastor of a church, or a missionary, he’s paid a 
salary. But the time comes when he can’t work any 
more—he’s too old, or is sick; or he leaves a widow 
and little orphan children. Then the Church’s promise 
is still good; and the money it gives to these ministers, 
or their widows, is called Ministerial Relief.” 

“That’s nice,” said Dan. But then he thought of 
something: Theron’s sweater was patched at the elbows 
and short at the wrists; and he had heard that Mrs. 
Lyle had te work mighty hard. Maybe Ministerial 


Relief didn’t mean very much money for them after J 


all. There was a leaflet in the little stocking; he took 
it out. “There are five hundred and twenty-six homes 
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helped by Ministerial Relief,” he read, “and they get 
an average of eighty cents a day. That sounds like a 
Jot—no it isn’t either! It says that’s just two hundred 
and ninety-two dollars and twenty-three cents a year. 
Why, Daddy gets two thousand, and Mother thinks 
we're poor.” 

“We get more than eighty cents a day, don’t we, 
Daddy?” Theron asked. 


“Ves,” answered Mr. Lyle, “we get more than that; 


for one thing, ours is a larger family than some. But . 


then, that means there are some homes that get less 
than the eighty cents.” 

“Just s’pose,” Theron exclaimed, his eyes very wide, 
“that Mother couldn’t give music lessons, and s’pose 
Sister and I were sick a lot—wouldn’t we be hard up!” 

Daddy nodded soberly. “And that’s just the way 
some of those homes are.” 


“Say,” commented Dan, “I wouldn’t be a preacher.” 

“T would!” Theron said loyally. ‘I’m going to be 
one.” 

“I’m going to be an engineer, like Uncle Jim,” said 
Dan. “I’m going to build bridges, and roads.” He 
looked eagerly down the highway, as if seeing there all 
the roads he would some day build. Then he looked 
shyly at Theron’s father; perhaps he’d think every 
boy should plan to be a preacher. 

But the minister was looking down the highway, too. 
“It would be splendid,” he said, “to build a highway 
for the King.” 

Dan was astonished. “But the Bible doesn’t mean 
a real highway, does it?” he asked. ‘‘God hasn’t any- 
thing to do with building real roads.” 

“Hasn’t He?” The minister looked at him keenly, 
then went on, “There was a young Scotch engineer, 
named Mackay, who went out to Africa and built a 
road through the jungle so that missionaries could get 
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to the interior. It was a tremendous job, because the 
jungle was thick, and he had to train natives who 
didn’t know anything about work. But Mackay kept 
on, because all the time he was thinking, ‘This will 
certainly be a highway for the King himself, and all 
that pass this way will come to know his name.’ ” 

“TI didn’t know engineering was like that!” exclaimed 
Dan. “I'd like to be that kind of an engineer.” 

“It isn’t always like that,” Mr. Lyle answered. 
“And there’s only one way you can get to be that kind 
of an engineer.”” He looked far down the highway, 
choosing his words. “You see, boys, when God looks 
at you, he sees you, not just the boys you are, but 
the men he wants you to be. And for each one of you 
he has a plan that’s a great deal more wonderful than 
any plan you can make for yourself, for a work that 
only you can do. You may be the one who builds the 
highway, or the one who travels along it to preach his 
message. But there’s only one way to get to be the 
man he’s planning for you to be; and that is—to give 
him the boy you are now.” Then he added quietly, 
“That’s the Christmas gift he wants. And I hope you 
shepherds will bring a real gift to the King.” 

“Suppose everybody did that,” Theron said won- 
deringly. ‘Why, it would be like—like Christmas 
every day!” 

The sun was low now and the air was getting chilly. 
Theron got up to push the wheel chair into the house. 
Dan got up too. 

“Good night,” he said, a little gruffly. He care- 
fully pocketed the little red stocking that was to hold 
his offering for Ministerial Relief. Thinking of the 
Lyles, he resolved to fill that as full as possible. Walk- 
ing quickly along the highway, now golden in the sun- 
set, he thought of his other gift for the King—the boy 
he was, to become the man the King had planned. 





Christmas 





In 1 little mission Sunday school it has been the 
custom for the past twelve years to make a Christmas 
offering for Ministerial Relief. This offering has al- 
ways been small, because these people have had so lit- 
tle to give, but the cause has grown very dear to the 
heart of each one, and this gift has become a very 
teal part of Christmas in their lives. 

Last year, times had been very distressing for these 
people, work being so very scarce and much real want 
and need in many homes. As the blessed Christmas- 
tide drew near, the Superintendent wondered what she 
should say about the offering that year; but she was 
not left long in doubt, for the children themselves came 
with the question, “‘Aren’t we going to bring our gifts 
to the old ministers this Christmas?” In faith the 
question was answered, and in faith plans were made 


Love Gifts 


for the usual offering. Each child was given a tiny 
red stocking, to be brought back with a gift on the 
following Sunday. 

Truly, it is more blessed to give than to receive, for 
they came on the Christmas Sunday with faces beam- 
ing with joy and happiness. The little red stockings 
containing only a few pennies were held tight in each 
little hand; and as they were hung around the Sunday- 
school mantel, the words of our Saviour came into 
mind, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 
Just how much of love and real sacrifice went into 
these gifts, perhaps only the Father knew. Truly 
these children had brought a Love Gift to the King, 
and we feel quite sure he was well pleased. 
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A Letter That Might —e aie Written 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND, San Antonio, Texas 


Dear O_p Mac: 

Ordinarily, as you know, I am a poor correspondent 
and leave letters unanswered for months, but there was 
one thing in your recent letter that makes my heart go 
out to you in sympathy, hence this letter. 

You speak of the falling off in the gifts of your 
people both to current expenses and benevolences espe- 
cially to the latter, and while you regret it, of course 
I can see that you are rather on the defensive for them 
because of the present financial conditions. 

I am wondering, Mac, if you have ever challenged 
them with the example of the churches of Macedonia 
as Paul challenged the church at Corinth? Turn with 
me in your New Testament, as you read this letter, to 
the eighth chapter of Paul’s second letter to the Corin- 
thians, and let us see what Paul has to say of the giving 
of the Macedonian Christians, inasmuch as he holds 
them up before the Corinthians as an example and 
urges the latter to abound in this grace also. 

First of all we will find that these Macedonian Chris- 
tians not only gave liberally to the offering which the 
apostle was taking, but they gave with an abundance 
of joy. In other words, they were to be numbered 
among those cheerful givers whom the Lord loves, the 
folks who give not grudgingly nor of necessity, but 
hilariously—with great joy, as one of the great privi- 
leges of their lives. 

Have you ever seen a pair of homespun jeans, Mac? 
No? Well, neither have I, but this I know, that home- 
spun jeans and I are life-long enemies. And this is 
how the enmity arose. As far back as I can remember, 
Mac, I never went to my father in all my boyhood days 
to ask him for a new suit of clothes or another pair of 
knickers without having to hear a long lecture on the 
homespun jeans he wore as a boy, and the extravagance 
of the younger generation. Always, of course, I would 
get the clothes in the end, but usually by the time the 
lecture was over I did not care very much whether 
I got the suit or not, for half of the gift or more is in 
the spirit in which it is given. 

But so much for this. Those Macedonian Chris- 
tians had learned to give both liberally and cheerfully, 
out of the abundance of their joy. In this respect, at 
least, they are an example to us and to our people 
even as they were to the Corinthians. 

But that was not all, Mac; they gave out of their 
deep poverty. Talk about a depression! The Mace- 
donians had it. Why Lydia’s purple business must 


have been shot all to pieces, for luxuries of that sort 
are always passed up in hard times. And for salary 
cuts—well, I just wish some of our men who are com- 
plaining about salary reductions could have talked with 
that Philippian jailer, with his large family and all 
of that, and the necessity of the government’s balancing 
the budget. 

Yes, indeed, there was a real depression on then in 
Macedonia, so that the apostle had to write of their 
“deep poverty.” And yet, we read that this very 
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
Talk about the right spirit, Mac—those Macedonian 
Christians had it. They might have been in a business 
depression, and they were terribly poor, but that did 
not keep them from giving liberally and cheerfully, but 
rather seemed to increase their gifts. 

Why, Mac,—just listen to this. They not only gave 
cheerfully, liberally, out of their deep poverty, they 
actually gave beyond their power. Paul himself says 
so. I can still hear the sound of the protest of many 
of the members of their families, “Why, you have no 
business giving so much to that collection,” they were 
saying, “You have no right to do it. It isn’t fair to 
yourself or to your family. It is beyond your ability, 
your power.” 

Actually, Mac, Paul himself was almost ashamed to 
accept their gifts—they were so generous, so sacrificial, 
and it was only after much entreaty that he consented 
to do so. It is no wonder that he held them up in 
their giving as an example to the Corinthians. 

As I was reading of this example of the Macedonian 
Christians the other day I was eager to know the ex- 
planation of it. And I found it very quickly in these 
words,—‘‘They first gave themselves unto the Lord.” 
Of course that is the explanation. Only those who 
have given themselves first of all to the Lord will give 
liberally to the cause for which He died, for only 
where the heart is will the treasure be also. 

You remember the expectation of the Inter-Church 
World Movement, do you not,—how they expected so 
much money from the so-called “Friendly Enemy,” the 
big business men who were not members of the Church, 
but who were friendly to it? Well, the failure of the 
Inter-Church was due to the fact that the Friendly 
Enemy simply did not come across. Of course not— 
he had not first given himself to the Lord. It is but 4 
simple statement of the fact to say that nine-tenths of 

(Continued on page 751) 
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Mr. Hall wrote this editorial on Christmas worship.) 


HERE is no occasion in the year which offers 

such opportunities for worship services of thrill- 

ing beauty as the Christmas season. There is 
the marvelous beauty of the story itself, told by the 
Evangelist with a simplicity that is the soul of art. 
There is the sublime loveliness of the Christmas hymns, 
most beautiful of all the occasional music of the Church. 
And other arts, notably painting and poetry, have lent 
their noblest efforts to the depicting of the Nativity. 
Obviously, then, the worship 
services which are built around 
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Beautiful Christmas Worship 


By FRANK HALL 


(Mr. Hali, a member of the class of 1932 in Union Theological Seminary, won the coveted Hoge Fellow- 
ship and is doing postgraduate work in that institution this year. 


degree on “The Utilization of the Aesthetic Impulse in Religious Education.” 
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He is writing his thesis for his Master’s 
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Never mix up the Christmas devotional service with 
Santa Claus and Christmas trees, unless you wish the 
worship values entirely destroyed. Even a small tree 
or a picture of a Christmas tree will destroy the unity 
of impression and detract from the service. Let us 
celebrate Christmas with stockings and tinsel and Santa 
on one day and set aside another to kneel at the 
manger of Bethlehem. They don’t mix. 

As to the construction of a properly aesthetic serv- 

ice; the first thing to remem- 








the Christmas season should, 
if they are to carry out the 
spirit of the occasion, be 
aesthetic gems. In fact, it is 
very doubtful whether a serv- 
ice which fails to achieve 
beauty can ever be worshipful 
atall. And after all, it is just 
as easy to plan and conduct a 
really beautiful service as a 
cheap and tawdry one. 

There is the matter of the 
materials to be chosen for the 
service. Use the great Christ- 
mas hymns throughout. Some 
day we shall be called to ac- 
count for perverting the taste 








Great Little One, 
birth 






earth! 


















1613-1649. 










Welcome, all wonders in one night! 
Eternity shut in @ span, 

Summer in winter, day in night, 
Heaven in earth, and God in man. 

whose all-embracing 


Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to 


To Thee, meek Majesty, soft King, 

Of simple graces and sweet loves, 
Each of us his lamb will bring, 

Each his pair of silver doves! 
Til burnt at last in fire of Thy fair eyes, 
Ourselves become our own best sacrifice! 


—From “In the Holy Nativity of Our 
Lord God,” by Richard Crashaw, 


ber is that beauty is harmony. 
Unity of impression is essen- 
tial. First, then, decide on 
the aim. The ultimate aim, 
of course, in any worship 
service, is to come consciously 
into the presence of God, but 
there must be an immediate 
aim—a definite impression to 
be created that will draw us 
to a realization of God. Per- 
haps the impression you seek 
may be Christ’s Kingly right 
to our gifts and services, and 
the program would be built 
around the gifts of the Magi. 
Or the lowly nature of his 
birth—his love for the disin- 











of young people with worth- 

Iss hymns. The prayers should be carefully worked. 
out to express genuine praise and joy and thanksgiv- 
ing. An unplanned prayer usually says very little to 
God, and certainly lowers the tone of worship for the 
hearers. The great poets have given us rich material 
for Christmas worship. Some beautiful verse, care- 
fully chosen for meaning, aesthetic value, and appro- 
Priateness, may be used as a call to worship. Good 
pictures (and be sure they are good) which carry out 
the theme of the service might be used with value, or 
‘till better, for unity of effect, one large Nativity scene, 
80 placed as to strike the eye immediately upon enter- 
ing, and turn the attention definitely to the religious 
aspect of Christmas. 
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herited of earth — and the 
theme would be that of the 
manger and the shepherds. Or the prophetic glory of 
the Prince of Peace, and the story of the angel’s mes- 
sage would be central. 

Having chosen the impression to be created, the 
service is planned with all its parts ministering to 
that impression, and building up to a point where 
the contemplation of the Manger King leads us at last 
into the very presence of the King Himself, and our 
souls are aflame with love and gratitude and joy. 
Such an ascending emotional experience is the aim of 
true art. 

The first element in the service is the prelude. We 
are shamefully prone to overlook its value in creating 
a worshipful attitude. It should be well chosen, from 
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A Letter That Might “0 Been Written 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND, San Antonio, Texas 


Dear Oxp Mac: 

Ordinarily, as you know, I am a poor correspondent 
and leave letters unanswered for months, but there was 
one thing in your recent letter that makes my heart go 
out to you in sympathy, hence this letter. 

You speak of the falling off in the gifts of your 
people both to current expenses and benevolences espe- 
cially to the latter, and while you regret it, of course 
I can see that you are rather on the defensive for them 
because of the present financial conditions. 

I am wondering, Mac, if you have ever challenged 
them with the example of the churches of Macedonia 
as Paul challenged the church at Corinth? Turn with 
me in your New Testament, as you read this letter, to 
the eighth chapter of Paul’s second letter to the Corin- 
thians, and let us see what Paul has to say of the giving 
of the Macedonian Christians, inasmuch as he holds 
them up before the Corinthians as an example and 
urges the latter to abound in this grace also. 

First of all we will find that these Macedonian Chris- 
tians not only gave liberally to the offering which the 
apostle was taking, but they gave with an abundance 
of joy. In other words, they were to be numbered 
among those cheerful givers whom the Lord loves, the 
folks who give not grudgingly nor of necessity, but 
hilariously—with great joy, as one of the great privi- 
leges of their lives. 

Have you ever seen a pair of homespun jeans, Mac? 
No? Well, neither have I, but this I know, that home- 
spun jeans and I are life-long enemies. And this is 
how the enmity arose. As far back as I can remember, 
Mac, I never went to my father in all my boyhood days 
to ask him for a new suit of clothes or another pair of 
knickers without having to hear a long lecture on the 
homespun jeans he wore as a boy, and the extravagance 
of the younger generation. Always, of course, I would 
get the clothes in the end, but usually by the time the 
lecture was over I did not care very much whether 
I got the suit or not, for half of the gift or more is in 
the spirit in which it is given. 

But so much for this. Those Macedonian Chris- 
tians had learned to give both liberally and cheerfully, 
out of the abundance of their joy. In this respect, at 
least, they are an example to us and to our people 
even as they were to the Corinthians. 

But that was not all, Mac; they gave out of their 
deep poverty. Talk about a depression! The Mace- 
donians had it. Why Lydia’s purple business must 


have been shot all to pieces, for luxuries of that sort 
are always passed up in hard times. And for salary 
cuts—well, I just wish some of our men who are com- 
plaining about salary reductions could have talked with 
that Philippian jailer, with his large family and all 
of that, and the necessity of the government’s balancing 
the budget. 

Yes, indeed, there was a real depression on then in 
Macedonia, so that the apostle had to write of their 
“deep poverty.” And yet, we read that this very 
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
Talk about the right spirit, Mac—those Macedonian 
Christians had it. They might have been in a business 
depression, and they were terribly poor, but that did 
not keep them from giving liberally and cheerfully, but 
rather seemed to increase their gifts. 

Why, Mac,—just listen to this. They not only gave 
cheerfully, liberally, out of their deep poverty, they 
actually gave beyond their power. Paul himself says 
so. I can still hear the sound of the protest of many 
of the members of their families, “Why, you have no 
business giving so much to that collection,” they were 
saying, ‘““You have no right to do it. It isn’t fair to 
yourself or to your family. It is beyond your ability, 
your power.” 

Actually, Mac, Paul himself was almost ashamed to 
accept their gifts—they were so generous, so sacrificial, 
and it was only after much entreaty that he consented 
to do so. 
their giving as an example to the Corinthians. 

As I was reading of this example of the Macedonian 
Christians the other day I was eager to know the ex- 
planation of it. And I found it very quickly in these 
words,—“‘They first gave themselves unto the Lord.” 
Of course that is the explanation. Only those who 
have given themselves first of all to the Lord will give 
liberally to the cause for which He died, for only 
where the heart is will the treasure be also. 

You remember the expectation of the Inter-Church 
World Movement, do you not,—how they expected so 
much money from the so-called “Friendly Enemy,” the 
big business men who were not members of the Church, 
but who were friendly to it? Well, the failure of the 
Inter-Church was due to the fact that the Friendly 
Enemy simply did not come across. Of course not— 
he had not first given himself to the Lord. It is but 4 
simple statement of the fact to say that nine-tenths of 

(Continued on page 751) 
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It is no wonder that he held them up in J 
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Mr. Hall wrote this editorial on Christmas worship.) 


HERE is no occasion in the year which offers 

such opportunities for worship services of thrill- 

ing beauty as the Christmas season. There is 
the marvelous beauty of the story itself, told by the 
Evangelist with a simplicity that is the soul of art. 
There is the sublime loveliness of the Christmas hymns, 
most beautiful of all the occasional music of the Church. 
And other arts, notably painting and poetry, have lent 
their noblest efforts to the depicting of the Nativity. 
Obviously, then, the worship 
services which are built around 
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Beautiful Christmas Worship 


By FRANK HALL 
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degree on “The Utilization of the Aesthetic Impulse in Religious Education.” At the request of the editor, 
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Never mix up the Christmas devotional service with 
Santa Claus and Christmas trees, unless you wish the 
worship values entirely destroyed. Even a small tree 
or a picture of a Christmas tree will destroy the unity 
of impression and detract from the service. Let us 
celebrate Christmas with stockings and tinsel and Santa 
on one day and set aside another to kneel at the 
manger of Bethlehem. They don’t mix. 

As to the construction of a properly aesthetic serv- 

ice; the first thing to remem- 





the Christmas season should, 
if they are to carry out the 
spirit of the occasion, be 
aesthetic gems. In fact, it is 
very doubtful whether a serv- wot Eee One, 
ice which fails to achieve seats 

beauty can ever be worshipful 
atall. And after all, it is just 
as easy to plan and conduct a 
really beautiful service as a 
cheap and tawdry one. 

There is the matter of the 
materials to be chosen for the 
service. Use the great Christ- 
mas hymns throughout. Some 
day we shall be called to ac- 
count for perverting the taste 












earth! 


















1613-1649. 









Welcome, all wonders in one night! tial. 
Eternity shut in @ span, 

Summer in winter, day in night, 
Heaven in earth, 


Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to 


To Thee, meek Majesty, soft King, 
Of simple graces and sweet loves, 
Each of us his lamb will bring, 
Each his pair of silver doves! 
Til burnt at last in fire of Thy fair eyes, 
Ourselves become our own best sacrifice! 
—From “In the Holy Nativity of Our 
Lord God,” by Richard Crashaw, 


ber is that beauty is harmony. 
Unity of impression is essen- 
First, then, decide on 
the aim. The ultimate aim, 
of course, in any worship 
service, is to come consciously 
into the presence of God, but 
there must be an immediate 
aim—a definite impression to 
be created that will draw us 
to a realization of God. Per- 
haps the impression you seek 
may be Christ’s Kingly right 
to our gifts and services, and, 
the program would be built 
around the gifts of the Magi. 
Or the lowly nature of his 
birth—his love for the disin- 


and God in man. 
whose all-embracing 








of young people with worth- 

ss hymns. The prayers should be carefully worked. 
vut to express genuine praise and joy and thanksgiv- 
ing. An unplanned prayer usually says very little to 
God, and certainly lowers the tone of worship for the 
hearers, The great poets have given us rich material 
for Christmas worship. Some beautiful verse, care- 
fully chosen for meaning, aesthetic value, and appro- 
Priateness, may be used as a call to worship. Good 
pictures (and be sure they are good) which carry out 
the theme of the service might be used with value, or 
till better, for unity of effect, one large Nativity scene, 
6 placed as to strike the eye immediately upon enter- 
ing, and turn the attention definitely to the religious 
aspect of Christmas. 
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herited of earth — and the 
theme would be that of the 
manger and the shepherds. Or the prophetic glory of 
the Prince of Peace, and the story of the angel’s mes- 
sage would be central. 

Having chosen the impression to be created, the 
service is planned with all its parts ministering to 
that impression, and building up to a point where 
the contemplation of the Manger King leads us at last 
into the very presence of the King Himself, and our 
souls are aflame with love and gratitude and joy. 
Such an ascending emotional experience is the aim of 
true art. 

The first element in the service is the prelude. We 
are shamefully prone to overlook its value in creating 
a worshipful attitude. It should be well chosen, from 
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really great music, and played softly. During the pre- 
lude we must insist on silence, or the effect is invali- 
dated. It is often possible to start the custom of 
bowing in momentary silent prayer when the music 
starts and this will lend wonderful dignity to the en- 
tire service. 

After the prelude, an appropriate verse of Scripture, 
as “Let us go, now, even unto Bethlehem,” followed 
by a stanza of poetry, such as 

“© little town, O little town 

Upon the hills afar . . .” 
(by Clinton Scollard). Then the service continues 
with prayer, hymns-—a Christmas service should be 
largely a musical service—and Scripture. In a wor- 
ship service comment and “speeches” or “parts to say” 
are irrelevant and detrimental. 

The common practice of reading both the Nativity 
stories, Matthew and Luke, is an unfortunate one, and 


December, 1932 


should be discarded. Pick the account that is in line 
with the impression aimed for, and read only that. 

Just one final appeal. Young people have a keen 
sense of the aesthetic and a love for beauty. That ought 
to make their whole lives richer, happier, more useful. 
But too often the church has taught them hymns that 
are aesthetic monstrosities, reduced their warm per- 
sonal faith to belief in a system of cold intellectual 
propositions, caused them to sit through services which 
were simply aimless appendages to a sermon. It isn’t 
fair to the young souls that cry for bread and are cere- 
moniously presented with stones. It isn’t fair to the 
Christ who was himself a passionate lover of beauty 
in sky and sea and life. 

Now public school education is beginning to restore 
the taste of youth, and no religion that is not a beau- 
tiful religion is going to appeal. 

Let us learn how to really “worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness.” 





December Suggestions for Superintendents 
By JOHN L. FAIRLY 


LANNING for Christmas will occupy most of 
P your thought during December. The cause for 

this month is Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief, with special emphasis on Ministerial Relief. 
An attractive service, “The Prince of Peace,’ has been 
issued by this Committee. This service is usually given 
on Sunday evening in place of the regular Church serv- 
ice, and the whole church joins in giving it. Most 
schools will give this service on December 18. Suffi- 
cient copies will be provided free to all the churches 
and Sunday schools of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. Write to Department of Christian 
Education, 410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 


The General Assembly has asked that an offering be 
taken at this Christmas season for our disabled min- 
isters and missionaries, and for the widows and orphans 
of ministers who have died in the service of the Church. 
Stress should be laid on this offering. The Committee 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief is just 
as dependent on this offering to aid the disabled min- 
isters of our Church as the Foreign Mission Committee 
is dependent on the Week of Self-Denial in January, 
and the Home Mission Committee on the period in 
November. 
apart for this gift. Where will you find one more 
needy? Yet we are likely to let the offering go to 
almost any cause except this one. Let your school give 
material gifts to other needy causes, but give your 
silver offering to those who have given their lives to 
the work of Christ and now can work no longer. 


The Department of Christian Education offers other 
helpful material for the Christmas program: a book of 
Christmas Carols for Home, Church and Community 


The General Assembly has set this time 


Singing; Christmas stories to be used in connection 
with the worship programs in the Sunday school and 
young people’s societies. A simple worship program 
will also be found in this issue of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN SURVEY, explaining the purpose of the 
cffering of self, service, and substance. 


Have you planned your worship service for Decem- 
ber? If you have a school with combined departments, 
see the worship programs on the Lesson Leaves. For 
the young people The Program Builder will carry a 
lovely series. The program in this issue of THE 
SURVEY will also make a lovely service. 

For the Workers’ Conference plan something dif- 
ferent. One school lets the teachers sing through the 
Christmas Carols and in that way gives them the spirit 
of Christmas. Another school has a social meeting for 
its teachers and the teachers learn to know each other 
better by playing together. It is not easy to get an 
educational program across this month, but a list of 
programs is suggested in this section of THE SUR- 
VEY. 

The classes in the school will perhaps wish to do 
something for some one else. Why not do something 
which will be of practical help? One school wished 
to give something to the orphans. What should it give? 
The superintendent wisely wrote to the proper author!- 
ties and found they needed toothpaste; and that school 
furnishes toothpaste for the first three months of the 
year. Write to the person to whom you are going to 
make a gift and find out the most practical thing to 
give. It may be such a prosaic thing as toothpaste, 
but it will be a helpful gift. 
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print the questions asked the department of Re- 
ligious Education and the answers given to these 
questions. 
~ Seven questions came in one letter.. Here are the 
questions and the answers—and naturally, the answers 
cannot be entirely comprehensive. 
I. What are the duties of a Church school su- 
perintendent? 
II. What are the duties and relationships of the 
departmental superintendents ? 
III. What are the duties of a teacher? 
IV. What is the value of a Church school council ? 
V. What is the value of a Workers’ Conference? 
VI. What is the value of a Departmental Confer- 
ence? 
VII. Where can programs for Workers’ Conferences 
be obtained ? ; 


Pein time to time, under this title, we plan to 


I. What are the duties of a Church school superin- 
tendent ? 

1. Caring for the administrative details of the 
school. 

a. Presiding at all meetings of the whole school 
and at meetings of teachers and officers. 

b. Selecting with the approval of the session, all 
needed assistants—secretary; treasurer; de- 
partmental superintendents or counselors; 
other helps as needed. 

c. Seeing that a time schedule is adopted and 
maintained. 

d. Caring for the general physical conditions— 
heat, light, etc. 

e. Providing in the budget for good books and 
magazines for teachers and officers. 

f. Providing for the teachers an opportunity for 
training in leadership. 

g. Providing adequate material equipment for the 
school. 

h. Making regular reports to session. 

2. Administering the general program of the school. 

a. Arranging for regular workers’ conferences. 
This should be done through the council. 

b. Arranging for programs for special days. This 
should be done through the council and proper 
committees appointed, etc. 

c. Arranging installation service for teachers and 
officers. 

3. Advising with teachers and officers in regard to 

a. The selection of teaching material. 

b. Adequate supplemental materials. 

c. Methods for general improvement. 

d. Personal problems. 

4. Enlisting the teachers, officers and pupils in 
every Church school enterprise—special days, workers’ 
conferences, etc—and in church-wide enterprises— 
‘vangelistic meetings, every member canvass, etc. 


Can You Tell Us? 


By JOHN L. FAIRLY 
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II. Duties and Relationships of the Departmental Su- 
perintendents ? 

The departmental superintendent has the same re- 
sponsibility for the administration of a department as 
the general superintendent has for the whole school. 
The general superintendent has the responsibility for 
planning, through the Council, a comprehensive pro- 
gram for the whole school in which each department 
has a part; the departmental superintendent, a member 
of the Council, takes these plans back to the depart- 
ment, and with the teachers and pupils works them out. 

The duties of the departmental superintendent are: 

1. Caring for the administrative details of the 
department. 

a. Selecting, in cooperation with the general su- 
perirtendent and pastor, all needed assistants 
—secretary, treasurer, helpers, teachers, etc. 
In Senior-Young People’s Department the 
elected officers usually serve as Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

b. Caring for the general physical conditions— 
heat, light, etc. 

c. Working with the general superintendent in pro- 
viding good books and magazines and ade- 
quate equipment for the teachers and officers. 

2. Representing the department on the Church 
school Council, speaking for the department in the 
forming of plans, and voting for the department on all 
plans presented. 

3. Training the teachers and officers of the depart- 
ment by 

a. Encouraging them to avail themselves of every 
opportunity to take training in leadership 
classes, etc. 

b. By departmental conferences and visitation of 
other schools. 

4. Selecting, in cooperation with the teachers of 
the department, the general superintendent and the 
pastor, the teaching material best suited to the needs 
of the group. If there is a committee of religious edu- 
cation it should approve the choice. 

5. Enlisting the teachers, officers and pupils of the 
department in every enterprise approved by the Council. 

6. Holding departmental. conferences for officers 
and teachers. 

7. Bringing the plans of the Council to the teach- 
ers of the department and working out these plans. 


III. A. What are the duties of a teacher? 

1. To teach the class on Sunday morning. Only 
worth-while teaching can make a worth-while school. 
No matter what else a school may have it is not a 
school unless there is teaching. 

2. To guide the class in all of its activities—wor- 
ship, service, study, and recreation. The teacher is not 
merely responsible for giving certain facts to the pupils 
but for developing all-round Christian living. 
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B. The responsibility of a teacher. 

1. The teacher is the only instructor of religion 
that a great many boys and girls ever have. Often- 
times the whole spiritual future of the group depends 
on the teacher. 

2. A teacher should equip herself in every way 
possible. The following ways are suggested: 

. Standard Leadership School. 

. Standard Leadership Training Class. 

. Local Training Class. 

. Correspondence Courses. 

. Summer Leadership Training School. 

. Workers’ Conferences. 

. Departmental Conferences. 

. Reading. 

. Personal conferences with leaders. 

. Careful study of methods suggested in teach- 
sng material. 


IV. The Value of a Church school Council. 

1. It relieves the Workers’ Conference of business 
details. Few workers are interested in these details and 
the majority of workers, after a time, fail to attend a 
conference which permits its program to become clut- 
tered up with them. 

2. It provides a small, representative group to 
transact business details and make plans. ‘This is 
much preferable to having these things done by a 
large group. 

3. By transacting business elsewhere it gives an 
opportunity for a real educational program in the 
Workers’ Conference. 


V. The Value of a Workers’ Conference. 

The Workers’ Conference can be of unmeasured 
value to the local Sunday school. It is hardly an 
exaggeration to say that the Sunday school succeeds 
or fails as the conference succeeds or fails. 


—— erog hoo oe 
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1. Much has been said about making education ex- 
perience-centered. The Workers’ Conference is a splen- 
did opportunity for building the training of teachers 
around their teaching experiences. 

2. Group training through group discussion is the 
most effective type of training. 

3. The workers will be strengthened and supported 
through fellowship with other workers engaged in the 
same task. It will build fine school spirit. 

4. It gives to teachers and officers an opportunity 
to share experiences together and to pledge themselves 
to the same great enterprise. 

5. It will give to them a greater knowledge of the 
work, a greater desire to work, and greater skill in 
working. 

6. It will give an opportunity to the teachers to 
study mutual problems. 


VI. The Value of a Departmental Conference. 

1. It gives an opportunity to each departmental 
group to discuss their own particular problems. 

2. The frank facing of a common task enlists the 
sympathy of leaders and teachers in the enterprise. 

3. It gives “esprit de corps’ to the department and 
arouses loyalty and cooperation. 

4. It gives an opportunity to the teachers of the 
department to engage in some helpful study. 


VII. Available Programs for Workers’ Conferences. 
Program No. 1—‘‘My Group.” 
Program No. 2—‘“‘Objectives.” 
Program No. 3—“Worship in Our Church School.” 
Program No. 4—“Leadership Training in the Local 
Church.” 
5—-‘Next Steps in Our Sunday 
School.” 
Write to section of Leadership Training, Box 1176, 
Richmond, Virginia. 


Program No. 





Fine Work by the Second Church, Houston 


By P. T. PEARCE 


the Gregg Street Colored Presbyterian Church, 

a mission of the Second Presbyterian Church of 
Houston, Texas, was held June 20 through July 1. 
This School is sponsored and maintained by the Sun- 
day school of the Second Presbyterian Church. 

Miss Helma Groenlund, Secretary of the Second 
Church, was director of the School and was assisted by 
the following members of Second Church: Misses 
Mary Fay Morton, Caroline Foulks, Peggy Berling, 
Catherine Milby, Betty Groenlund, Ruth Shirley, Eliza- 
beth Lloyd, Julia Lefevre and Mr. Richard Scobee. 
Rev. J. H. M. Boyce, Pastor of the Gregg Street 
Church, and members of the colored church helped 
with the school. 

The total enrollment of the school was 187, with an 
average daily attendance of 150. The theme of the 


Te sixth annual Daily Vacation Bible School of 


school was “Knights of Service,” and each day the 
theme of the morning devotions was built around the 
subject of how to become Knights of Service. 

The school was graded into Beginners, Primary, 
Junior and Intermediate Departments. Bible verses 
and hymns were memorized and each group had hand- 
work suitable to the age of the children. 

For thirty minutes each morning the entire school 
took part in games and other forms of recreation be- 
tween the hours of Bible study and handwork. A 
special feature of the school was the treat of ice cream 
cones given at the recreation hour near the close of 
the school. 

The school closed Friday night, July 1, with a pro- 
gram presented by the children of the school. At this 


time each department gave demonstrations of what they 
had learned in their groups and the handwork was 
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on display. Silver shields were presented to all chil- 
dren who had attended the school each day during the 
two weeks, and red ribbons were given to each child 
who had completed the memory work assigned to him. 

Mr. P. T. Pearce, Superintendent of the Sunday 
school of the Second Presbyterian Church, spoke on the 
program and commended the large enrollment and 
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Vacation Church School, Gregg Street Church, Summer 1932 





splendid work of the school. The program closed with 
talks by Rev. J. H. M. Boyce, pastor of the Gregg Street 
Church, and Rev. Mr. Woodward, pastor of a colored 
Baptist Church. Rev. Mr. Boyce expressed his appre- 
ciation for the interest of the people of the Second 
Presbyterian Church and their help in this work. 








ment. 











With this issue of THE SURVEY we make a change in the form of 
the Section on Religious Education. The section will be divided into sub- 
sections corresponding to the division of work in the educational depart- 
These sub-sections will be edited by the directors of these various 
divisions of work. Through this section of THE SURVEY and through 
the editorial pages of The Earnest Worker the educational department of 
the Committee of Religious Education plans to give to the Church news 
of the educational work and plans for its promotion. 

















ANNIE LAURIE NEWTON 





CHILDREN’S WORK 


E. McE. SHIELDS 


ATHA BOWMAN 











T IS so easy for the hurry and busy-ness of adult 
plans for Christmas to crowd out the real spirit of 
the season and the needs of the children. 

“Neglect the children!” someone says. “I am spend- 
ing a large part of my time in making and buying gifts 
for my children!” 

We are not thinking of material gifts as the most im- 
portant provision to be made for the children at Christ- 
mas time. Sometimes a mother is so worn out with 
Provision for the “material” that she is in no frame of 
mind to minister to the spiritual side of her child’s 
nature. Then, too, parents often make plans for the 
thildren that would bring more happiness if made with 
them. One mother has often observed that she made a 
decided mistake in making a complete doll house and 
fumishings as a surprise for her two little girls. They 
Were interested, of course, when Christmas morning 

















Christmas with the Children in the Home 


came, but would have had much more fun and profit 
in making some of it themselves. For, Christmas morn- 
ing had not passed before each child took a part of 
the furniture into a corner of the playroom and set up 
her own “house,” leaving the carefully-made doll house 
vacant. 

The principle of using the initiative and creative 
work of the children may apply in various ways in 
planning for Christmas. Let them help to plan for 
the decorations. Instead of buying Christmas greens 
in the downtown market, find the time to take them 
out into the country where they may experience the 
glamour and thrill that comes from gathering their 
own decorations. Of course great care will have to 


be taken that forbidden property is not used and that 
trees and shrubs are not damaged in any way, for this 
would counteract all of the wholesomeness of the out- 
door experience. 
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What could be more conducive to a happy relation- 
ship between parents and children than a Saturday 
outing in the woods, with lunch cooked over a camp- 
fire, Christmas stories told, the old Christmas carols 
sung, and an excursion into the deeper woods for home 
decorations? (This program in its entirety would not, 
of course, be practical in all sections of the country, 
as the weather would have to be taken into account.) 

The evening family hour throughout December is a 
rich opportunity for making the birthday of Jesus 
significant. There is no reason, of course, why it may 
not be a happy time of making gifts for those in need 
and for loving friends with whom we want to share 
Christmas joy. It will be an occasion even more joy- 
ous if every now and then there is a pause in the 
work while someone reads a Christmas story or while 
all gather about the piano for a song. 
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When once a mother catches a vision of the possi- 
bility of using the Christmas season for the religious 
education of her children—for helping them to interpret 
the spirit of Christmas—she will think of countless 
ways in which this may be done naturally. She will 
realize, however, that many of her plans for her adult 
friends and much of her other Christmas shopping 
will have to be gotten out of the way very early in 
December if she is to be free to live with her children. 
She must not be “all tired out” and puzzled and wor- 
ried if she is to give of her best. Let us so organize 
our time that all of us—parents and other adults in 
the home—shall help to create an atmosphere of peace 
and goodwill that shall radiate the Christmas spirit. 


E. MCE. S. 





News 


The Woman’s Auxiliary in the church at Charles 
Town, W. Va., made it possible to hold a class in 
“Methods of Work with Children,” by including the 
work of religious education in their budget. 

Perhaps other Auxiliaries have taken seriously their 
responsibility for promoting religious education in the 
Children’s Division and will let us have information 
as to their plans. Our Children’s Division will be 
glad to advise with leaders regarding courses and 
accredited leaders. 

* * * 


The Children’s Division has recently issued a new 
free leaflet entitled, “The Juniors-of-the-Church.” It 
takes the place of the old leaflet “The Junior Depart- 


Items 


ment of the Church School.” The wording of the title 
shows the difference in the scope of the work con- 
sidered. We are hoping that all of those interested in 
the religious development of boys and girls of nine, 
ten, and eleven years of age will send for the leaflet 
which makes an earnest attempt to unify the work 
of the church for its Juniors. 
* * * 

We are glad to advise with parents who are seek- 
ing for helpful books and magazines on home train- 
ing. Two rather recent books written in a popular 
style are: “Building Personality in Children,” by 
Garry Myers, price $2.50; and “The Home and Chris- 
tian Living,” by P. R. and M. H. Hayward, price 
$0.75. 





HARRY GOODYKOONTZ 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK 


J. L. FAIRLY 


LILLIAN CURTIS 








Misconceptions about the Plan of Work for Young People 
By JOHN L. FAIRLY 


EVERAL things in the plan of work for young 
S people have been misunderstood, and this mis- 

understanding has created for the time a lessened 
interest in the plan. Four of these rather widespread 
misconceptions are in regard to the following phases 
of the work. 

1. Topics for the Evening Meetings. 

Are the topics used in The Program Builder the same 
as the topics used in The Christian Endeavor World? 
Many sincere leaders have the idea that the Christian 
Endeavor topics have been discarded and denomina- 
tional topics have been selected for The Program 
Builder and the Church papers. This idea is incor- 
rect. The series of topics known as Christian Endeavor 


topics is the basis of the series used in The Program 
Builder and the Church papers. One topic has been 
changed each month however, to give the emphasis of 
the Church Program for that month. These changes 
are made in order to obey the action of the General 
Assembly when it instructed “That this restatement 
of the Presbyterian Progressive Program be officially 
communicated to the Secretaries of Young 
People’s Work so that the programs emanat- 
ing from these offices for the next year may be built 
around the seven departments of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gressive Program.” Very occasionally and only at the 
earnest request of some denominational agency, has 
more than one topic been changed in a single month. 





Religi 
and P 


In 
topics 
own | 
emphi 
develc 
given 

4 

On 
day a 
dom ] 
him. 
King¢ 
of ow 
King¢ 
tion. 
using, 
Jt ma 
nomin 
the-C] 
the C 
nishes 
our C 
organi 
Churc 
their 1 

4. 
Divisi 

Is t 





of tl 
glad 
Adul 


The 
Book 
of the 
pared 
U.S. 
very i 
under 
confer: 
retary 
It was 
during 
Respo 

Dr. 
gram 1 
statem 
He gi 
of the 








132 


ssi- 
ous 
ret 
less 
will 
lult 
ing 
in 
ren. 
vor- 
nize 
s in 
eace 
rit. 


title 
con- 
ad in 
nine, 
eaflet 
work 


seek- 
train- 
pular 
” by 
~hris- 
price 





—————— 


wl 


rogram 
s been 
asis of 
hanges 
yeneral 
tement 
ficially 
Young 
manat- 
e built 
in Pro- 
at the 
ry, has 
month. 





eligious Education 
re blication 











In addition to the regular series of topics, optional 
topics are offered to groups which desire to build their 
own programs. ‘These topics follow very closely the 
emphasis of the Church Program. They are not fully 
developed in The Program Builder, only an outline is 
given and source material suggested. 

2. Kingdom Highways. 

One good friend of young people wrote the other 
day and asked for information concerning the King- 
dom Highways organization. We could not send it to 
him. Like the giraffe, “there ain’t no such animal.” 
Kingdom Highways is the name given to the program 
of our Church as it has been adapted to young people. 
Kingdom Highways is a program and not an organiza- 
tin. It is the same program which the men are 
using, the same program which the women are using. 
It may be used by any type of organization—the de- 
nominational which is called The-Young-People-of- 
the-Church, or the interdenominational which is called 
the Christian Endeavor. The Program Builder fur- 
nishes material for all organizations of young people in 
our Church of every type. It is promoting no type of 
organization. If the young people will follow the 
Church Program and use an organization suited to 
their needs, we have no further suggestions to offer. 

3. The Attitude of the Staff of the Young People’s 
Division to Organizations for Young People. 

Is the staff of the Young People’s Division trying 
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to promote a denominational organization over against 
the Christian Endeavor organization? The staff is 
trying to place the young people first and endeavor to 
help every church to find the organization suited to its 
needs, and to build a program which will develop its 
young people. The choice of organization is left 
entirely to the local group and every effort is made 
to help them in using the organization chosen. Rarely 
does the name of any type of organization appear in 
The Program Builder, and it is the policy of The Pro- 
gram Builder to mention the other type of organiza- 
tion when the name of one appears. 
4. Youmg People’s Leagues. 


Is the denominational organization in the local 
church called a “League”? According to the action 
of the 1930 General Assembly (page:55 of the Minutes 
of the 1930 General Assembly) there is no such thing 
as a league in the local church. There are but two 
organization—Young-People-of-the-Church and Chris- 
tian Endeavor. “League” is the name given to all 
organizations of Presbyterian young people in a Pres- 
bytery or Synod, regardless of the type. Every or- 
ganization of young people, whether Y. P. C. or C. 
E., is a member of the League of the Presbytery and, 
of course, a member of the League of the Synod. This 
does not interfere with its membership in the Chris- 
tian Endeavor district and state organizations. 











ADULT WORK 


J. E. PURCELL 












of this section of THE SURVEY. 








The December Program for men, as outlined in the 
Book of Programs, is on the subject, “The Problems 
of the Modern Home.” The material has been pre- 
pared by Dr. W. C. Covert, of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. A. However, we have decided to postpone this 
very important Program because it properly belongs 
under Department V of our Church Program. After 
‘onferring with Dr. Henry H. Sweets, Executive Sec- 
tttary of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 
twas decided to present for the consideration of men 
during December a Program on “The Minister: My 
Responsibility to Him.” 

Dr. Sweets has very carefully prepared this Pro- 
gram material. It is probably one of the most effective 
atements of the kind ever presented in our Church. 

€ gives a very thorough-going study of the sections 
of the Book of Church Order, relating to church offi- 





















(We are glad to welcome Dr. J. E. Purcell, director of the Adult Division and Men’s Work, as editor 
Dr. Purcell has the direction of the Adult Work of the Church and will be 
glad to have you write to him concerning the adult problems of your church—both the problems of the 
Adult Division of the Sunday school as well as the problems of The-Men-of-the-Church.—BEb.) 


A i in the December Program for Men 


cers and the pastor. Recently a former pastor of one 
of the oldest and largest churches in the Assembly said 
that he read these sections of the Book of Church 
Order to his Session, and that they were surprised at 
the contents. 

It is our hope that every organization of men, in- 
cluding the Men-of-the-Church, Men’s Bible Classes, 
and other forms of organization will make a real study 
of this subject. We also suggest, where they have no 
men’s organization, that clerks of the session gather 
ihe officers together and have a full discussion of this 
subject. 

The Program material is being prepared and will 
be out in ample time for a vital discussion during 
December of “The Minister: My Responsibility to 
Him.” 








Men's Work—First Presbyterian Church, Roanoke, Va. 


REPORT FROM MAY TO SEPTEMBER, 1932 


DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUAL LIFE AND EVANGELISM 
W. S. McClanahan, Chairman 
This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Session. 
Invitations, delivered to guests of local hotels, 
to attend Sunday school and church services 


NE GEE encientiincanantitnninennnns 2,450 
New family altars established_....-.------- 7 
Bible reading assignments completed_-------- 45 


DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
J. P. Yeatman, Chairman 

This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, Synodical 
and Presbyterial Committees on Foreign Missions. 
New subscribers to PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY secured 2 
Letters of appreciation written to our Foreign 

IIIT sstenesciisiisansenilcainiouinnabidunpainbaiesiuiiiesiete 26 
Bible reading assignments completed --_------- 34 


DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS 
Joseph Glover, Chairman 

This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Executive Committee of Home Missions, Synodical 
and Presbyterial Committees on Home Missions. 
Teachers secured to serve for a period of one 

month each in the Norwich Mission Sunday 

IOI. sachet ensaltneiaiecetnisiaiesmaeaidiibieeniecles ianansicapsoee 13 
Bible reading assignments completed_____-_---- 30 


DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
Dr. J. O. Boyd, Chairman 
This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 


Executive Committee of Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief, Synodical and Presbyterial Committees 
on Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. 

Special reading assignment completed__________ 1 
Bible reading assignments completed___________ 38 


DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND 
PUBLICATION 
C. P. Estes, Chairman 
This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Executive Committee of Religious Education and Pub- 
lication, Synodical and Presbyterial Committees on 
Religious Education and Publication. 


AttenieG Bille GAS scncceniecanwenends<n-~ 176 
Attended meetings of Christian Endeavor___-__- 9 
Attended meetings of Boy Scouts -------_--~__ 1 
Bible reading assignments completed ~--_---_-__ 36 


DEPARTMENT OF STEWARDSHIP OF POSSESSIONS 
W. E. Akers, Chairman 
This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Board of Deacons and all Stewardship Work. 
Members specially instructed on Tithing-_------ 7 
Bible reading assignments completed____-__---- 21 


DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL SERVICE 
Fred L. Temple, Chairman 
This Department is the special mouthpiece of the 
Session and Deacons. 
Visits to sick members were made _-_---------- 74 
Visits to new church members made_-_---------- + 
Visits made to prospective members of our church 16 
Persuaded to unite with our church, confession or 
III se:savkn-cssvce-ceichsanisiiabeahicltiablbitcaed tie Nas ada ea is 4 








COUNTRY CHURCH AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
EXTENSION 


HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 








(Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin, director of Country Church Work and Sunday-school Extension, will edit 


this section of THE SURVEY. 


Dr. McLaughlin has the responsibility for the work of Sunday-school extension, 
the program for the small church, as well as the direction of Country Church work. 


If you have problems 


along these lines, Dr. McLaughlin will be glad to hear from you.—Eb.) 


Standard for Country Churches 


EV. W. S. HUTCHISON, one of our own min- 
isters, pastor of the Mills River Group, is one 


of the men cooperating in the Farmers Federa- 
tion. He writes: 

“Our country churches are right in their position 
that they should not imitate city churches in physical 
equipment. But the most essential things are not phys- 
ical. They are matters of faith and leadership, such 
as love and devotion, intelligent planning and per- 
sistent effort. 

“Suppose a church or group earnestly desires to set 
up a goal to strive for, would not the following be at 
least a common-sense beginning? 


“First, our Minimum in Finance shall include, (1) 
a way of raising money suitable to rural life, such as 
the Lord’s Acre Plan; (2) an annual budget, care- 
fully made, then fully considered and responsibly as- 
sumed by the whole congregation; (3) a thorough 
every-family canvass, with special attention to the chil- 
dren, in which every person shall name a definite proj- 
ct; (4) a service of dedication in which the fathers 
and mothers especially shall stand and pledge them- 
selves as follows: ‘We have considered our responsibil- 
ity in the light of our proportionate ability. We now 
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dedicate a definite portion. We will be faithful stew- 
ards thereof and trainers of our children therein’; (5) 
a follow-up plan involving friendly competition and 
complete records; (6) a final service of harvest-home 
full of praise and thanksgiving. 

“Second, our Minimum Equipment shall be a com- 
fortable home for our pastor in the midst of the com- 
munity, and the wisest possible adaptation of our 
church building so as to have separate classrooms for 
the church school and a hall for recreational purposes. 
Less than these we shall not consider. We believe that 
where there’s a will there’s a way. We believe that our 
pastor will take our love and devotion, our willingness 
to work, in lieu of bath tubs and furnaces for the 
present, and that our church building does not have 
to compete with the public school in modern equip- 
ment—if only we do our honest best with what we 
have and are forward-looking. 

“Third, our Minimum Program is as follows: The 
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Parish idea of service—not just the membership of our 
own denomination but the whole community is our 
responsibility. And, to be sure we know the needs 
therein, we shall make its bounds geographically def- 
inite, survey, map and keep records. 

“A regular system of farmstead visitation by both 
pastor and people; definite social and recreational ac- 
tivities for both old and young; a leadership training 
group; at least one service of worship and the Sunday 
school every Sunday in every church; a J finally, the 
spirit of cooperation shall be the very air that we 
breathe—cooperation with other denominations, with 
agricultural agencies, with the public schools, with 
health and welfare movements, and with the officers of 
the law.” 

If any cne is interested in securing a free wall chart 
of the Standard for Village and Country Churches he 
should write to the Department of Country Church 
Work, Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 
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HIS is the twelfth consecutive year that the 
T Farmers Federation has operated in western 

North Carolina. It was organized to serve moun- 
tain farmers in the marketing of farm products, and 
in the purchase and distribution of farm necessities. 

Recently, there has been a big expansion in this or- 
ganization. It now has its own mills for grinding 
dairy feed, its own warehouses, and it has developed 
nurseries for the cultivation and sale of mountain 
shrubbery and trees. Two hundred and ninety-three 
cars of forest products were shipped in 1931. The 
production and sale of poultry and eggs, also vege- 
tables, especially sweet potatoes, is being encouraged. 
More than 50,000 bushels of sweet potatoes are being 
stored this winter in the specially-constructed ware- 
houses of the organization. 

The Federation is now publishing a paper known 
as “Farmers Federation News.” You may secure a 
sample copy by writing to the Farmers Federation, 
Asheville, N. C. 

Christian men are in charge, and Christian princi- 
ples have been adopted in its business methods. Mr. 
J. G. K. McClure, a son of the former president of 
the McCormick Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, has been one of the prime movers. 









The Farmers Federation 
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The Lord’s Acre Plan in the churches has been fos- 
tered by the Farmers Federation. Mr. McClure writes: 
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“The Lord’s Acre Movement has had a remarkable 
growth. Two years ago six churches enrolled to try 
this method of meeting their needs. Last year forty 
churches joined the movement, and this year, under 
the direction of Mr. Dumont Clarke, over a hundred 
churches have joined the movement. Under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Clarke the Federation offers to help the 
members of any church in its territory sell products 
raised for the church. Mr. Clark helps the church or- 
ganize a campaign for the purpose of getting every 
adult and every Sunday-school member to undertake 
some project for the church—perhaps an acre of corn 
or potatoes, or a pig, calf, or chickens. Meetings of 
the ministers cooperating in this Lord’s Acre Move- 
ment are held each month The results from some 
of these Lord’s Acre churches are remarkable. The 
movement has increased the income and the interest 
in the church in almost every instance. In December, 
the first meeting of the committees from all the co- 
operating churches was held, with seven denominations 
represented, and it was a most enthusiastic meeting. 
There probably will never be the social agencies, such 
as the Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Boy Scouts, etc, in 
our rural communities. The church must take the 
place of all these agencies, and the increase of in- 
come and cooperation aroused by this Lord’s Acre Move- 
ment promises to give great strength to the rural 
churches in our territory.” 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATON 


Budget Receipts for April 1, 1931—November 1, 1931......... $37,292.84 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 19832—-November 1, 1932......... 


Decrease for seven months .............c cece cere eeees $ 6,359.45 


30,933.39 

















NEWS FROM THE FIELD 








A Month with a Director 


(In every synod, with four exceptions, there is a director of religious education. 
ready to help the churches with every phase of their educational program. 


These workers stand 
Just how faithfully they are 


serving the local churches may be learned from the following report of one of these directors for the month 


of September, 1932. The dates indicate the length of 


September 1-2. Finished a Vacation Church School, 
and held conferences with teachers of Church school. 

September 2-4. Met with the Young People’s Coun- 
cil; had conferences with the pastor, adult adviser, etc., 
concerning the work. Led the worship service at the 
Vesper meeting, also led in discussion of organization. 

Visited another Church school in the same city; 
talked to the Junior Class, as well as to the entire 
school. 

September 5-6. Held conferences with Presbyterial 
officers when we did preparatory work for the Presby- 
terial Council meeting, and for the Fall Rallies of the 
Young People’s Leagues. The second Council meeting 
of the year was held. 

September 7. Attended an all-day rally of District 
II of Young People’s League, where forty-six repre- 
sentatives from five churches were present. I pre- 
sented the Church’s plan for young people, and led a 
discussion on “Building a Fourfold Program in the 
Local Church” at each of the three rallies. 

September 8. Attended the rally for District ITI, 
where 105 were present from seven churches. 

September 9. Attended rally for District I; forty- 
eight were present from three churches. 

September 10-14. Presented the need for Rally Day 
to the Church School. Taught the Adult Bible class; 
had a conference. on Rally Day with the workers. 
Visited teachers and leaders of the church; made talks 
on Religious Education to both circles of the Auxiliary. 

September 15. Presented the work of Religious Edu- 
cation to The-Men-of-the-Church. 

September 16. Did office work by writing Rally 
Day letters, making out reports, etc. I also attended 
a church conference. 


September 17-19. Continuation of visitation pro- 


stay in each community.) 


gram. Talked to Church school; taught the young 
people’s class; prepared for organization of a class, 

September 20. Held a conference with the local 
Director of Religious Education on week-day schools. 
Also had a conference with the Presbyterial Chair- 
man of the Highway into the Homeland. 

In another church in the same city I spoke to the 
Workers’ Conference on “The Child’s Relationship to 
God”; had conferences with the pastor, local workers 
and teachers in the school about organization problems, 
promotion, Rally Day, etc. 

September 21. Had a conference with the Chairman 
of Home Missions. 

Presented the work of Religious Education to the 
congregation of another church in the same town. I 
also had interviews with the teachers about Rally Day, 
etc. 

September 22-23. Worked on Young People’s paper; 
had interviews. 

Had a conference with the Workers’ Council in an- 
other church in the same town. 

September 24-26. Continued visitation program; 
talked to Church School and the Auxiliary; taught 
the young people’s class. 

Had an interview with the local Director of Religious 
Education on Week-Day Schools. 

September 27. Rest and preparation for Woman’s 
Group Conference talks. 

September 28. Led devotional; presented the work; 
talked on Personal Evangelism to Group Conference. 

September 29. Led a devotional on Personal Evan- 
gelism; made a report of the work; had personal in- 
terviews; group conferences. 

September 30. Reported work to Group Conference; 
presented Personal Evangelism; had interviews with 
workers. 


A Year of Religious Education in Kentucky 


A REPORT OF SYNOD’S COMMITTEE 


OUR Committee on Religious Education would 
respectfully report a decided progress in the 
cause of Religious Education, in spite of adverse 
conditions. For our small budget we received $700.00 
less this year. Our field force has again been reduced. 
At present we have only one field worker, Miss Sum- 
mers Tarlton, it having become necessary to withdraw 
Miss Alma Harris from the work in Guerrant Presby- 
tery. Miss Harris left this work July 1. 
Following is our report of work done and results 


accomplished in so far as these can be definitely re- 
ported : 


I. LrapersHIrp CONFERENCES 


During the month of February, Dr. John L. Fairly 
and Miss Atha Bowman, of the Assembly’s Committee, 
spent ten day in the synod assisting in one-day confer- 
ences. These were held in five presbyteries, reaching 
over 500 workers, representing sixty churches. In 
April, Miss Bowman returned for a week of confer- 
ences with Childrens’ Workers of Louisville. At this 
time she also held conferences with Vacation School 
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Religious Education 
and Publication 


Workers of West Lexington Presbytery, and with the 
Childrens’ Workers of Covington and near-by churches. 
The Assembly’s Committee also sent to us, for ten 
days in November, Miss Lillian Curtis, who held a 
class for a week in Louisville, and met with several 
Leagues. 


II. LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


Presbytery Schools or Classes Held Credits 

Ebenezer 2 Standard Classes 13 
1 Cooperative School 2 

Guerrant 1 Standard School 48 
1 Standard Class 5 

Muhlenburg 4 Standard Classes 16 
Louisville 5 Standard Classes 75 
1 Cooperative School 6 

*2 Local Classes 16 

Transylvania 5 Cooperative Schools 34 
3 Standard Classes 28 

West Lexington 1 Standard School 27 
2 Standard Classes 8 

*] Local Class 6 

College Credits issued 70 
29 354 


III. Younc PrEopie’s Work 


(1) Young People’s Leagues 

Within the past year every presbytery’s League has 
had at least one meeting, and several have had two. 
The Leagues are fully organized and carrying on their 
work in an efficient manner. Larger attendances, more 
churches represented, and a finer interest marks the 
growth of each League. During the month of Septem- 
ber, five presbyteries held meetings with a total at- 
tendance of over 600. The Young People’s League of 
ihe synod met at the Summer Conference. Business 
meetings were held each day. The Young People’s 
Council of the synod’s League holds two meetings a 
year, one at the Conference and one during the Christ- 
mas holidays. These officers are deeply interested in 
their work and are building a fine program for the 
young people of the synod. They are to be commended 
for their earnest effort. They have adopted a “Pro- 
gram of Work” for the year. We urge every pastor 
and young people’s worker to acquaint themselves with 
this program and to cooperate in carrying out this 
schedule adopted by the young people themselves. 


(2) Young People’s Summer Conference 

This annual conference was held this year at Lyn- 
don, Ky., on the grounds of the Kentucky Military 
Institute, June 21-29, with a total of 193 young people. 
This was an increase of twenty-eight over the previous 
year. In spite of the fact that the conference was 
changed from Central Kentucky, that part of synod 
was even more largely represented this year than in 
Previous years. The conference was a success in every 
way. A corps of twenty-two consecrated Christian 
leaders, with Rev. Olof Anderson as Conference Di- 


—— 
“Designates classes taught by pastors in their own church. 
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rector, gave their services to this conference. Under 
their guidance our youth were led to a deeper sense of 
spiritual values, and brought to a clearer conception 
of the privilege and joy of Christian service. This 
year, for the first time, the conference was self-sustain- 
ing. In our plans for the 1933 conference, we are 
including a post-graduate course for older young peo- 
ple. This course will be given only for carefully se- 
lected leaders from our older group of young people in 
the synod. 


IV. Dairy Vacation BIBLE SCHOOLS 
In this list of schools held, there are included those 
held by local churches and wholly supported by them, 
but by far the larger number of these schools were 
made possible through the work of your Committee. 





Presbytery No. Schools Attendance 
SOND nc ctintiinnnncaan 8 575 
CE ec ciphiciites cube 9 549 
MIO Silastic. sacatcean ected 19 2,327 
Mubienpere ............. 15 1,217 
FIRDRTORE  oncccnncscde 9 1,068 
West Lexington .........- 12 748 

*72 *6 484 


V. PROMOTIONAL WorK 


The Field Workers have met with synod’s and 
presbytery’s Committees of Religious Education in 
formulating plans and programs. There have also 
been meetings with the Y. P. Council of each pres- 
bytery’s League at their regular metings, and with 
Jocal Y. P. Organizations and local churches. The 
work has been presented at Presbyterials, Group Con- 
ferences and Auxiliaries. The Director attended the 
Y. P. Advisory Council at Montreat. Several thou- 
sand letters were sent out promoting the work. A 
great number of personal interviews were held. Other 
work has been done from time to time which cannot 
be reported. 


VI. OBJECTIVES FOR THE CoMING YEAR 


1. Pastors teaching Leadership Training Classes 
in their own church. 


SUGGESTED COURSES 


Outline of the Old Testament 
Textbook, Jsrael’s Religious 
Octoby. 
Outline of New Testament, 
Textbook, The New 
Miller. 
Message and Program of the Christian Religion, 
Textbook, Christian Message and Program, 
McAfee. 
2. A Religious Education conference in each pres- 
bytery during the winter. 
“3. A definite plan of work in each presbytery 
through presbytery’s Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion. 


Development, 


Testament Church, 


*Later reports bring these figures to 81 schools and 9,390 attend- 
ance. 



































4. A regular Workers’ Conference with an educa- 
tional program in each church. 

5. The “Program of Work,” adopted by synod’s 
League of Young People, to be kept before the Young 
People in the local church. 

6. A Young People’s Summer Conference in Eastern 
Kentucky. 

7. An increase in the number of Vacation Church 
Schools next summer. 

8. Promotion of the causes of Country Church 
and Men’s Work newly assigned to this Committee. 


PROGRAM OF WORK 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S LEAGUE, SYNOD OF 
KENTUCKY 


DEPARTMENTAL AIMS 


Highway of Life Enrichment 
1. Daily devotions encouraged. 
2. Personal workers group (under supervision of 
pastor). 
3. Church attendance urged. 


Highway Beyond the Seas 
1, Support our two Mexican schools. 
2. Definite service activities (each presbytery to 
designate). 





Highway Into the Homeland 
1. Support the Cactus Club. 
2. Study Class in November. 
3. Definite service activities in local presbytery 
(each presbytery designates). 
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Highway of Enlistment and Training 
1. Contribute to the Josephine Blandford Scholar- 
ship. 
2. Presentation of Presbyterian Schools and Col- 
leges. 
3. A program on Vocational Guidance. 


Highway of Learning 

1. Program and offering for Young People’s Day, 
March 5. 

2. Attendance at Leagues and Conferences. 

3. A study of The Story of Our Church, in Feb- 
ruary. 

4. Assist in Vacation Church Schools and Mission 
Sunday schools. 


Highway of Stewardship 
1. Adopt a budget. 
2. Encourage tithing. 


Highway of Comradeship 
1. At least four well planned socials during the 


2. Definite monthly program of service activities. 


GENERAL AIMS 

1. Every church using one of the four forms of 
organization suggested by the Y. P. Division, and hav- 
ing a Council which meets monthly. 

2. Every church using The Program Builder, Book 
5 and Year Book. 

3. Every church affiliating with the Young People’s 
League of the Presbytery. 

Theme: “WALKING WITH THE MASTER.” 





J. L. FAIRLY 





LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


ORENE McILWAIN 








HE General Assembly in session at Montreat, 

North Carolina, May, 1929, instructed the Com- 

mittee of Religious Education not to submit to 
the ordained ministers of our Church questionnaires in 
regard to their qualifications to teach the Life of Christ 
and kindred subjects in our Leadership Training 
Schools, with the understanding that the terms “Life of 
Christ and kindred subjects” be interpreted as re- 
ferring to Bible subjects only. The courses for which 
the ministers were to be accredited were not named 
by the Assembly. The Section of Leadership Train- 
ing has given to this action of the Assembly a wide in- 





terpretation. The ministers of our Church are ac- 
credited to teach without course plan the following 
courses : 

No. 3. The Old Testament. 

No. 4. The New Testament. 


Accreditation of Ministers 


No. 5. The Message and Program of the Chris- 
tian Religion. 

Intensive Bible Studies. 

The Pentateuch. 

Historical Books of the Old Testament. 
The Psalms. 

The Prophets. 

The Gospels. 

The Life of Christ. 

The Life of Paul. 

The Epistles. 

Studies of Single Books. 

Old Testament (a continuation of Course 
3). 

New Testament (a continuation of Course 
4). 

Church History. 

The Development of the English Bible. 
Evangelism. 


No. 101. 


No. 103. 
No. 104. 
No. 105. 


No. 120. 
No. 130. 
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At Christmas; 


At Christmas. 


At Christmas. 


At Christmas; 


At Christmas. 


At Christmas. 


people were asked to write down what occurred 

first to each of them when Foreign Missions was 
mentioned. Three of the group were picked at random 
and asked to read what they had written. Their re- 
sponses were as follows:—(1) Cannibals. (2) Liv- 
ingstone. (3) Dr. Kellersberger. 


Number 1 confessed to thinking of all the people 
among whom our missionaries in other lands are work- 
ing as savages, a hang-over from jungle tales heard 
and read in childhood. For Number 2 the missionary 
enterprise centered around Livingstone, the one and 
only missionary hero with whom he was at all familiar. 
The church of which Number 3 was a member had 
been fortunate enough to have a visit from Dr. Kellers- 
berger during his last furlough and to her missions 
meant the ministry of healing which Dr. Kellersberger 
Is carrying on in the Congo. 

Had the same plan been tried with your Auxiliary, 
I wonder what the response would have been. Do you 
think of missions in terms of programs, of mission 
study classes, or of special offerings? Or, perhaps, of 
particular missionaries in far-off lands? Is your at- 


gees the members of a group of young 
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At Christmas 


By REV. C. B. WILLIAMS 
In the eastern sky there shone a star 
An angel-song rang clear and far 
The wise men followed the guiding light, 
And shepherds came through the star-lit night, 
Praising God for the wondrous sight— 
In the souls of men still shines that star 
And the angel-song still rings afar 
May the Christ of the star that shone in the blue 


Of heaven shine in the heart of you, 
And the angel anthem thrill you through 


Nothing Easy About It 


By LUCILE DuBOSE 
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tention focused on a tiny segment of Christ’s world 
plan, or even on the machinery used for the promotion 
of his plan, so that you have failed to get a perspective 
on the whole great program? 

A study of both the Old and New Testaments re- 
veals the yearning of the heart of God for the whole 
world and his plan for world redemption. Two thou- 
sand years ago Christ said to his followers, “I am the 
way, the truth and the life” and again, “As the Father 
sent me so send I you.” Every true follower of Christ, 
on down through the ages, belongs to the succession of 
“sent ones,” on whom he is depending to carry the 
gospel to the uttermost part of the world. 

And yet-—two thousand years after the “sent ones” 
were commissioned, more than one-half of the world’s 
population are still living in ignorance of him. Christ 
looked on a needy world and said, “The harvest is great 

the laborers are few: pray ye therefore.” To- 
day, in the face of colossal world need again rings out 
the call to prayer. How may we pray effectively? 


PRAYER PLUS KNOWLEDGE 


You are familiar with the story of the old man, a 
native of India, who when he became a Christian came 


OOD At SE it sa, RIS cat IE SCO LEO Ss” ct EIS BS ME 





738 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


to the missionary with the request, ““Teach me geog- 
raphy so that I may know of more places for which 
to pray.” Despite his ignorance the old man had dis- 
covered an important fact—intelligent prayer grows 
out of accurate knowledge. 

For many years prayer was needed for open doors 
in the fields in which our representatives were trying 
to gain a foothold for Christianity. One of our mis- 
sionaries wrote recently, ‘““The doors aren’t just wide 
open here in the Congo, they’ve been taken clear off 
the hinges and thrown away.” Just yesterday I read in 
a letter from Japan, “Never in the fifteen years since 
I came out here have the opportunities been so great 
and the doors so wide open.” Are you still praying 
that God will open doors? 

Formerly we prayed that laborers might be willing 
to invest their lives in far-off lands. Today we have 
fine, highly-trained young people—ministers, doctors, 
nurses, and teachers—under appointment and ready to 
go, yet forced to remain at home because no money 
has been provided to send them out. And right now 
over 300 outstanding young people of our Church are 
in training for foreign service for which they have 
offered themselves. Are you still praying that God 
will provide laborers? 

While our missionaries are lying awake at night try- 
ing to decide which pupils must be sent home from 
overcrowded schools and how most painlessly they can 
refuse entrance to the scores who are seeking admis- 
sion after the limit has been reached, are we still pray- 
ing that prejudice toward our mission schools may be 
broken down and more pupils become willing to at- 
tend? 

We just can’t pray intelligently unless we know the 
facts! It’s easy to say, “Bless the missionaries and 
save the heathen”—that costs us nothing nor does it 
get us anywhere. Real prayer does cost. In the words 
of a great teacher: 

Prayer is work. 
Prayer works. 
And prayer leads to work. - 













How are you going to lead the people of your 
Church into intelligent, definite and earnest prayer? 

First of all, they must know the facts. An Inter- 
mediate boy learned in a summer conference that there 
were approximately 450,000 Southern Presbyterians 
and that 36,000,000 people in six foreign lands were 
depending on the Southern Presbyterian Church for 
their knowledge of the gospel. He did a bit of figuring 
in his notebook then burst out, “Just think, that makes 
eighty apiece that each one of us is responsible for! 
We’ve got to get busy! I’m sure the folks in my 
church don’t know that or they’d be doing something 
about it.” 


It took just a wee bit of knowledge to stir this boy 
to action. 


GETTING THE FACTS BEFORE FoLKs 
Missionary Reading. 
There is no lack of fascinating books on life in other 
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lands for each age group—the problem is getting these 
books read. Interest may be stimulated in various ways. 
In one city the Woman’s Club secured from the Educa- 
tional Department of the Foreign Mission Committee 
a list of books on economic and religious problems of 
certain lands and used these books as the basis of 
their yearly program. 

Another plan was tried by a large church. Each 
circle bought a book relating to world problems and 
the missionary enterprise, and circulated it among the 
various members. The circles exchanged books until 
all had the opportunity of reading each book. 

Often the cooperation of the local city library may 
be gained and the books secured through the library. 
Interest in certain books may be stimulated by posting 
the paper jacket on the bulletin board, putting a brief 
and striking notice in the church calendar, or getting 
the minister to call attention to a book from time to 
time. A brief resumé in the young people’s depart- 
ment often creates a demand for a book. Glimpses of 
the pictures will often stimulate the interest of younger 
groups. There are many other ways, tested and tried, 
of stimulating the reading of missionary books. In- 
terest of Intermediates in the thrilling Torch Series 
of missionary stories doesn’t have to be stimulated. 
Just put them within reach and they will devour them. 

For those who won’t read books (are there such?) 
there are articles on the missionary enterprise in the 
Church papers and THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY. 


News Items and Prayer Objects. 


Each month excerpts are taken from recent mission- 
ary letters—brief items of interest—and are mimeo- 
graphed and distributed to all who ask for them, to 
be used as a guide for prayers of petition and thanks- 
giving. 


Carefully Prepared Programs. 


Those who take part on a program will get back 
just as much as they put in. Not only should the 
material provided be carefully and prayerfully digested, 
but all other available material should be used at least 
as a background of thought. A speaker must know 
much more than she tells if she is to stimulate en- 
thusiasm for her cause. And enthusiasm, by the way, 
is as contagious as measles. The speaker who glows 
gets a glowing response. We must “put out” if we 
would get something back. 


Church-Wide Project. 


“Everybody’s doing it” has never lost its potency. 
Many consider the Church School of Missions the ideal 
form of missionary education because all age groups 
are studying missions simultaneously. There are other 
church-wide plans for missionary education. One of 
our fields may be assigned to or chosen by each age 
group for study and research for a certain length of 
time. Material can be secured from the Educational De- 
partment of the Foreign Mission Committee. At the 


end of the period a World Tour may be taken at 
which time all groups meet together for a brief pro- 
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gram then visit the various departments which rep- 
resent each of our six fields. There members of the 
departments in native costume should receive their 
guests, tell a bit about the customs and the work being 
done in their land, show and explain curios, and per- 
haps serve native refreshments. 


Three-Minute Speakers. 


Many who will not read or even give their attention 
to programs will listen to brief talks. One church 
was deeply stirred by the talks of a group of High 
School young people on the cause of Foreign Missions. 
Each young person was given a topic and the material 
from which to prepare his or her speech. Each speech 
must be short and to the point—three minutes was 
the limit. Some of the girls learned missionary stories 
which could be told within three minutes. For six 
weeks a regular speakers’ bureau was maintained and 
each week assignments were given out—these assign- 
ments were to speak in every department in Sunday 
school, to every organized class, the circles of the 
Auxiliary, the Men-of-the-Church, and at the young 
people’s organizations, the regular prayer service, and 
the Sunday evening service. Perhaps one reason that 
this particular group had such effective messages was 
due to the fact that of their own volition they met 
three times each week for a period of earnest prayer. 
They gave the best there was in them and God added 
his blessing. 


Study of Methods of Missionary Education. 


Leaders of today are familiar with the three-fold 
injunction—‘“‘Know your material, know your group, 
and know how.” In many churches missionary-minded 
Christians are not being developed because the lead- 
ers do not know how. ‘Too bad, when it’s so easy to 
learn the technique of missionary education! An in- 
tensive course in methods of missionary education by 
the Workers’ Council and other groups of leaders, 
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using Gates’ “Missionary Education in the Church” 
or a similar book as a text, might do more than one 
would think possible in bringing a church in line with 
Christ’s world program. 


A Varied Assortment. 


Of other methods of missionary education there is no 
end—stories, dramatizations, motion pictures, sterop- 
ticon slides, world friendship dinners, and recreation 
programs all have as real a place in a well-rounded 
program as do sermons and addresses. The Educa- 
tional Department is eager to furnish you with help in 
planning the program which best suits your particular 
church. 


PRAYER PLUS WoRK 


Nehemiah gives us a great story of a successful un- 
dertaking which was the result of a combination which 
can’t be beaten. The prophet says, ‘““We made our 
prayer unto God and set a watch day and 
night.” When we pray, expecting God to work for us 
we should remember that he expects us to work with 
him. 

A tender-hearted little girl was distressed when her 
heartless brother set a trap for “the dear little birds.” 
She prayed that the birds might not get caught then 
promptly went out in the meadow and kicked all the 
traps to pieces! 

My advice to you is not to pray unless you are 
willing to “put out.” It seems a pity to waste your 
time. There is no easy way to bring your church in 
line with Christ’s plan for the world. He neither took 
nor advocated short cuts—we who walk with him must 
travel the way of sacrificial service. 

For those who are willing to invest intellect and long 
hours of hard work in the undertaking, there is the 
possibility of leading their churches into marvelous 
new experiences of fellowship with him who said, 
“As the Father sent me so send I you” . . . “Go 

and lo, I am with you.” 





Henry Grady Building 





“UNFAILING PROMISES” 
An Ideal Christmas Gift 


The attractive little booklet, “Unfailing 
Promises,” makes an ideal Christmas remem- 
brance for both old and young. It is a gift 
that will bring comfort, cheer, and encourage- 
ment every day, for it contains 366 “Unfailing 
Promises’”—one for each day of the year. 

This booklet is being used as a gift to mem- 
bers of Sunday-school classes, Young People’s 
organizations, and Circles, as well as to indi- 
viduals. The price is only 25 cents each. A 
discount of 10 per cent will be given on orders 
for 12 or more copies at this Christmas Season. 
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The Minister—Our Ambassador 


By KATHARINE SEE 


T WAS the day after the Ascension, so the story 
by S. D. Gordon tells us, that Christ and Gabriel 
walked together in Heaven. 

“Lord,’ inquired Gabriel, “how do you plan now 

to establish your Kingdom on the earth?” 

“Through my friends,” Christ answered. “Peter and 
John and the others whom I trained. They are to be 
my ambassadors.” 

“But, Lord,” the angel’s voice was troubled, “sup- 
pose they fail. They are so weak! What other plan 
have you?” 

And the Master replied simply, “Gabriel, I have 
no other plan.” 

He has never had any other plan. He is still en- 
trusting the biggest job in the world to his friends. 
All of us who are Christians are Christ’s friends, am- 
bassadors, on whom he is depending to help establish 
his Kingdom on earth. Yet, just as the Sabbath is 
peculiarly God’s day, as the church is peculiarly God’s 
house, so the minister is peculiarly God’s ambassador. 

Paul recognized Christ’s trust: “ambassador” is the 
proudest title he assumes. See how, though in all 
humility, he stresses the God-given nature of his work: 

“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. . . . We then, as workers to- 
gether with him, beseech you also that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain.” (II Corinthians 5:18-20; 
6:1.) 

Just as an embassy in a foreign capital flies the flag 
of its nation, so it is the minister’s task to lift up 
the Cross and point the world to Christ. By a life set 
apart he is to keep us in mind of that other world 
“that lies around us like a cloud.” 

Out of a Southern Presbyterian manse came a man 
who so appreciated the reality of this “other world” 
that—far ahead of his generation—he attempted to 
base statesmanship on idealism rather than on selfish- 
ness. Woodrow Wilson also thoroughly appreciated 
the dedicated character of the ministerial calling: 

“T remember—for I have had the unspeakable joy 
of having been born and bred in a minister’s family— 
I remember one occasion which made a very profound 
impression upon me when I was a lad, in a company 
of gentlemen where my father was present, and where 
I happened to be, unobserved. One of the gentlemen 
in a moment of excitement uttered an oath; and then, 
his eye resting upon my father, he said with evident 


sincerity: ‘Dr. Wilson, I beg your pardon; I did not 
notice that you were present.’ ‘Oh,’ said my father, 
‘you mistake, sir; it is not to me you owe the apology.’ 

“T doubt if any other one remark ever entered quite 
so straight to the quick in me as that did, the con- 
sciousness that my father, taken by surprise, was at 
once so conscious that he was not the Person offended, 
that he should so naturally call the attention of the 
man who had uttered the oath to what was the simple 
fact, that the offense was not to him, but to his Mas- 
ter.” 

“For their sakes,” said Jesus, “I sanctify—I sep- 
arate—myself.” And like his Master the minister must 
separate himself from worldly entanglements. “No 
man that warreth,” Paul advised a young minister, 
‘“entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 
A protest would be raised should an American am- 
bassador attempt to practice law or journalism in Lon- 
don or Paris. ‘You were sent to represent your gov- 
ernment,’ Washington would reprimand him. “Your 
time belongs to us.” Is not this the claim of the 
Church upon the minister? ‘You are God’s ambassa- 
dor; your time belongs to his work. Your support 
must come only from his Church.” 

Does a minister ever cease to be an ambassador? 
Age or disability may force him to retire from the 
active list, but not from the ministry. The Church’s 
responsibility toward him does not end simply because 
he can no longer serve actively. The Church is shamed 
before the world if its servants, God’s own ambassa- 
dors, are left in need. 

What are the real rewards and conditions of suc- 
cess of this ambassadorship? Freedom “from worldly 
cares and avocations” should be one, surely; and the 
prayers and affection of God’s people. But the re- 
wards that come from the King himself? Paul lists 
them for us, a series of glorious paradoxes, which like 
the “‘fiery, cloudy pillar” seem dull to the hostile world, 
but glowing to the chosen of God: “As unknown, 
and yet well known”—known not to headlines, but to 
the whole community, and in Heaven; “‘as dying and 
behold we live’—recklessly pouring out life, yet di- 
vinely renewed; ‘“‘as chastened and not killed, as sor- 
rowful yet alway rejoicing”’—disciplined, sharing the 
burdens of others, yet sharing their joys and knowing 
the joy of the Lord; “as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things’— 
poor as to the world, but having access to the un- 
searchable riches of Christ and the sharing of them. 
(II Corinthians 6:9-10.) 

Called to be separated, continually to hold up the 
Cross—the minister is our ambassador. 
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Meditation in Bebrews 


Number IX 


“Therefore let us also, . . . lay aside every weight and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus”—Hebrews 12:1 and 2. 


Here we come to the very heart of our meditation-theme, and here we find, in 
its original setting, our Auxiliary Motto. Get your own Bible and read again that 
ever-inspiring: eleventh chapter of Hebrews, continuing without a break into the 
twelfth chapter—at least through verse two. In view of all you read in the eleventh 
chapter, where should the emphasis fall in these opening verses of the twelfth? Is 
not this the author’s thought: “These all (that long roll of faith’s heroes) ran their 
races through faith in a promise yet to be made good, a Saviour yet to come. Shall 
not we then also run our race with similar patience since we can look unto this 
Saviour who has come and who has completed his own appointed course, even the 
way of the Cross? Surely here is a question that answers itself by its own weight 
of argument!” 

That “cloud of witnesses”—do they “compass us” only in the rear. From Abel’s 
day to Daniel’s they laid aside weights and sins and trusted in the Redeemer promised 
——but ah, since he came and learned obedience through suffering (he had no sins of 
his own to lay aside, but what weights of others’ making he had to carry, what sins 
he bore for you, for me!) our Chief Witness is eternally ahead of us! For is he not 
“at the right hand of the throne of God,’ now—and forevermore? And does not 
this very verse (Hebrews 12:2) declare him to be “the author and perfecter of our 
faith”—the “captain” of the long line of those who have lived by faith, the “‘file- 
leader” in that line by reason of his true humanity, the “picneer’’ among the faith- 
filled himself, even while he is at the same time the supreme object of their faith, the 
source and the fulfilment of all faith? 


Shall we not find it easier to lay aside these hindering weights and dragging sins 
when we remember that he to whom we look for the strength to do this and the patience 
to keep steadfastly on the course is not only our victorious Saviour in the “majesty 
on high,” but is also our Elder Brother who himself walked this same way before us? 


How far harder was his race than ours! ‘Consider him,” in contrast to your- 
self, we are bidden in verse three (Hebrews 12) with all the “gainsaying of sinners 
against himself” that he had to endure, resisting “even unto blood” as none of us 
have yet done—none of us who meditate upon these words. 

But have we, of our Southern Presbyterian faith, not seen or heard of such 
Christ-like resistance in these late months, on our mission fields? Have we not known 
those whose race has so ended here as to make certain they have become a part of 
that glorious “cloud of witnesses” who “compass us about” from above? They 
have, in very truth, “climbed the steep ascent of Heaven through peril, toil and pain,” 
for some of which we here at home have been responsible by our very negligence 
and selfishness. Oh, let us pray for grace to be given that we may lay aside these 
cold sins of ours and “follow in their train’ as they followed the Captain of our 
salvation! They have won the final, full, unbroken rest that awaits the people of 
God in his very presence—by “looking unto Jesus.” Shall we not “run with 
patience” the “race set before us” for that rest which may be ours even while we 
run—by “looking unto Jesus, the same, yesterday, and today, and forever’’? 


“Oh, eyes that are weary and hearts that are sore, 
Look off, unto Jesus, and sorrow no more. 

The light of His countenance shineth so bright 
That here, as in Heaven, there need be no night.” 


Mrs. S. H. ASKEW. 























The December Programs 


THE CIRCLE PROGRAM 


Topic: The Gift of Life for a Life 


One of the items called for in the program sent out 
by the Committee on Woman’s Work is “There Came 
A Woman,” which appears in this issue of THE SUR- 
VEY, in the Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief section. “At Christmas,” at the beginning of this 
section, is an appropriate poem for this program. See 
the article, “Suggestions for the Secretary of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief,” in the Depart- 
ment of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 
for an unusual way to present the offering for Minis- 
terial Relief. In view of the dire need of ‘our own” 
it is hoped that every Auxiliary member will make 
an “over and above” self-denial offering to Ministerial 
Relief at this time. Last year a leader asked the mem- 
bers of her Auxiliary, “Do you give each year a Christ- 
mas gift to your Lord?” The woman who asked the 
question has for several years made it a rule of her 
life that her Christmas gift to her Saviour is larger 
than that to any individual, even her dearest loved 
one. Why not pass this thought on to the members of 
your Circle? Should our gift to him not be the larg- 
est, the best? A large part of such a gift to him 


should go to his “ambassadors” who are no longer able 
to do active service. 


THE AUXILIARY MEETING 
Topic: They That Bring Glad Tidings 


An unusually impressive program has been pre- 
pared for this meeting and can be secured from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, Atlanta, for 10 cents. 
See “The Minister—-Our Ambassador,” in this depart- 
ment, also the Department of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief of this issue of THE SURVEY for 
additional helps for your program. Call the special 
attention of your Auxiliary to these facts regarding 
“The Family of Ministerial Relief”: 

203 aged and disabled ministers; average age, 68 
years; average service in the Church, 34 years. 

278 widows, in whose homes are 47 little fatherless 
children under 14 years of age. 

35 invalid orphans, without either father or mother. 

10 unordained missionaries. 

526 homes—Average daily amount sent to each 
home: 

November, 1929—$1.10; November, 1930—99c; 
November, 1931—91c; November, 1932—80c; No- 
vember, 1933—? 





The Hanging Up of Stockings at Christmas 


According to tradition the habit of hanging up stock- 
ings on Christmas Eve originated in this wise: In 
the year 300 there lived a kind-hearted man known 
as Nicholas, Bishop of Myra. He devoted his entire 
life to doing good and was a special friend of children. 

In the place where Nicholas lived there was a poor 
but very proud nobleman. Nicholas wondered how 
he could help him without hurting his pride. On 
Christmas Eve Nicholas saw the old nobleman sitting 
by his open fireplace. “I know what I will do,” said 
Nicholas to himself, “I’ll climb up on the roof and 
drop down the chimney the purse of gold I want to 
give him. He will have to keep it for he will not 
know from whom it came.” 

Nicholas carried out his idea. Now it happened that 


the nobleman’s daughter had hung her father’s stock- 
ings by the hearth to dry, and the purse fell into one 
of them. No one knew from whom the gift had come 
but it was the beginning of this age-old custom. 
Nicholas later was known at St. Nicholas. 


This story came to mind as we thought of the self- 
denial offerings which the Auxiliary is asked to make 
for Ministerial Relief in December. Those to receive 


this offering are our own “poor but very proud” min- 
isters—true “noblemen,” their widows and little chil- 
dren. Can you not, in imagination, see them as they 
sit around their firesides, and will you not, as did good 
St. Nicholas, see that the “purse of gold” is dropped 
into the empty stocking? 









of our Prayer Calendar. 


The Church Calendar of Prayer 


Our Church Calendar of Prayer is a nugget of pure gold; golden 
gifts are really prized. So why not give one as a Christmas remembrance? 

To all, it will give many new friends—our missionaries. 

It will inform regarding all departments of the Church work. 

See the Auxiliary Lantern page for a suggestion for the distribution 
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Mail suggestions to 


The Auxiliary lantern, 


Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
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ONE AUXILIARY HELD A VERY INSPIRING 
SERVICE Christmas Day at the church, sponsoring an 
all-day program of music, prayer, and meditation. 

The celebration of Christmas should be made a force 
in the blending together of the hearts of the people 
of any community. Recognizing this fact, the women 
of the Auxiliary wished to help make this Christmas a 
living reality to every one in the city. The church 
was opened from 10 o’clock A. M., until 8 o’clock in 
the evening, and people of all faiths entered for prayer 
and meditation, while the various organists of the city 
played appropriate music. The organist of the church 
arranged the musical program and played the organ 
at the 7 o’clock service, where forty young people led 
the singing of carols. Two hundred and fifty people 
went in and out during the day for worship and prayer. 
Needless to say, it was worth while. 

Gifts of clothes, food, and money were brought to be 


used for the Saviour’s work. The pastor was very en- 

thusiastic in his praise of the idea and the way it 

was carried out, and expressed the desire that this be 

made a permanent way of celebrating the birth of our 

Lord. Try it in your church; make the way possible 

for people to worship God on the Birthday of his Son. 
® * * 


A SECRETARY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF WRITES: Ever since you 
wrote me that our church won synodical honors in the 
“Record of Work” contest last year, I have wanted to 
tell you several things. First, I was so happy in my 
work as Secretary of Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief, and felt that it was a part of my life. I 
had so many direct answers to prayer in the work and 
that was what made me happy. I didn’t pray that our 
church would win the honors, but prayed that the 
blessing of God would be upon the work as it was 
done in his name. 

o* * * 

SECRETARY OF LITERATURE PRESENTS INTER- 
ESTING PROGRAM. “I would like to tell you of a 
most interesting program arranged by our efficient Sec- 
retary of Literature. Her worship service was well 
planned, leading up to her subject, showing informa- 
tion, and giving inspiration 

“This Secretary briefly told of the duties of her office, 
also her plans of distributing literature during this 
year. (It is distributed mainly. through the various 
Secretaries of Causes). A new Auxiliary Standard was 
in plain view of the women, and fifteen women gave the 
scriptural reason for the adoption of the new Standard. 
This Standard will remain on the wall, and monthly 
we will watch our work and try to strengthen it where 
Most needed. 

“A beautiful Seal of the Church was then shown and 
carefully explained by a most capable member of our 
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Business Woman’s Circle. Some of the women after- 
wards said they had always seen pictures of the Church 
Seal but never before studied it as we did that eve- 
ning. The Seal is now framed and adds much to the 
furnishing of our Auxiliary room. 

} “In every respect this was an unusual program, yet 
instructive, interesting, and educational. It was just 
what we needed.” 

co * * 

A “GOOD CHEER” CHRISTMAS TREE. “We had 
no such thought at the time, but have been requested 
by some members of homes into which one of our ‘Good 
Cheer’ Christmas Cards went, to have you publish our 
plan of spreading joy. We feel that it should read 
‘gathering joy’ since we have received so many letters 
of thanks, good wishes, and prayers from our beloved 
ministers and widows. The reading of these letters in 
our Auxiliary brought forth—‘Isn’t that sweet!’ ‘How 
thoughtful,’ ‘Doesn’t that sound like him?’ ‘We have 
an inspiration to do better.’ These expressions came 
with a thrill akin to Santa’s stockings of years gone 
by. We scattered only a crumb and its ‘come-back’ re- 
minds one of the loaves and fishes. We have filed these 
letters in our records. 

“This is what we did: At the conclusion of our pro- 
gram on Ministerial Relief, the poem, ‘Let Me Walk 
with the Men in the Road’ (Robert J. Gresham), was 
read by one of our good readers. Following this a 
member entered with a miniature Christmas tree, which 
bore the usual decorations and ‘packages’—Christmas 
cards. Each member clipped a card from the tree and 
found within the name of the one to whom to mail it. 
The names had been given to the program leader a 
week earlier, when Auxiliary members were asked to 
name the preacher or widow whom they would like to 
cheer at Christmas time. Within each of these Christ- 
mas folders was placed a message of love in rhyme, 
also a scroll bearing the names of those who were 
placed upon the ‘Good Cheer’ Christmas tree. Each 
card bore the name of the Auxiliary and the member 
who mailed it.” * * * 

A CLEVER SECRETARY OF LITERATURE was so 
anxious for each woman in her Auxiliary to have a 
Prayer Calendar for 1932 that she planned it the fol- 
lowing way—so a friend writes: “All of our women 
would not buy them, and the poor president was not 
able to give to all, so madam secretary suggests that 
the President, Spiritual Life Secretary, three Circle 
Chairmen and herself share the expenses and furnish 
each woman in our church with a Prayer Calendar. Of 
course, we all thought the plan the best ever. The six 
of us met and wrapped our packages, enclosing a card, 
and had a pleasant time together. Of more importance, 
however, was the prayer fellowship that the Prayer 
Calendar may be used this coming year for the very 
best good to all in our Church at large. At the Inspi- 
rational meeting in December, we presented them to 
the women as our Christmas gift. By the way, our 
individual share for the Prayer Calendar was only 
$1.10—just think how many lives that $1.10 may touch 
during the year 1932!” 


se oi A a is ES ia ca TE eh a 


a 


TE IS ST a a cc ASE 


TS ie TS SET 











FOREIGN MISSIONS 


EDWARD D. GRANT. Editor 


Box 330 


The Lord God— 
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Who Only Doeth Wondrous Things 


By MRS. NETTIE D. GRIER, M. D., Suchowfu, China (written from Montreat, N.C.) 


OW greatly does distance, whether of time or 
H place, change one’s perspective. The other day 
a man was toiling up one of the Montreat moun- 
tains. He was weary with the ascent; the brush and 
stone hurt his feet; his eyes were fastened on the ever- 
turning foot path. Another person sat on a veranda 
a mile or two distant. She saw not the roughness of 
the way leading to the top, but the glory of the trees, 
the strength of the hills, the man who would soon 
complete his journey, and over the apex of the moun- 
tain a glorious rainbow. And she lifted her eyes and 
breathed in worship, “The Lord God—who only doeth 
wondrous things.” One is apt to forget the mud and 
slime when holding in his hand one of China’s beau- 
tiful white water lilies. 

Today as I sit back in my chair and recall some of 
the boys and girls born in heathenism (and what could 
be darker or fouler or more hopeless?) and remember 
them as they were, and as they now are—‘standing 
high on Zion’s mount; pointing out the way to heaven, 
offering peace and joy to all,” a great thrill goes 
through my heart. I forget all else and say, “The 
Lord God—who only doeth wondrous things.” 

She was a bonnie little girl in spite of the dire 
poverty and misery of her environment. Her cheeks 
were rosy and she was lovable because of her friend- 
ship for everyone. Her father was an opium sot, and, 
a great burden to his family. He died in a corner of 
a borrowed hut, and not a soul wailed because of his 
going. The mother had none too good a reputation 
even among her miserable associates. She was a maker 
of straw sandals which she sold at the city gate for less 
than one cent per pair. Fragrant Flower, as we called 
her, mingled daily with the off-scouring of the city, but 
its filth did not soil her soul. I wonder why—was it 
because her angel, which ever beholdeth the face of the 
Father, took special care of her? 

I remember how she would catch up her string of 
sandals and rush to the clinic room at the first sound 
of singing. Often she was well slapped for thus run- 
ning away from her duty. But she did love to sing, 
and still does! And she learned to read very quickly, 
faster than some of her teachers did! What a happy 
day it was when after much pleading and offers of 


help, she was allowed to attend the little school that 
the mission had established. She studied in the morn- 
ing and did errands for the hospital in the afternoon, 
thus paying her way. No matter what the job, it was 
done faithfully and cheerfully, and ‘everyone liked 
her. One day she came to me with downcast but shin- 
ing eyes and said, as she dug her toe into the dirt 
floor, ‘‘I love Jesus, too, and want to belong to him.” 
We knew she had long belonged to him. 

She became a nurse in the Woman’s Hospital in 
Suchowfu, and a valuable one she was. She could 
get the bitter doses down the throats of the screaming 
children as no one else could. The children knew she 
loved them and were not afraid of her, neither were 
the parents. The blind women would hold tight to 
her sleeves, reluctant to have her pass on; the coun- 
try women would pour into her ears their long lists 
of troubles and aches, and she was never impatient. 


Then came the tragedy of her life, at least we all 
thought it that. When but two years of age, her 
parents had betrothed her to a neighbor’s son. The 
family moved from the neighborhood, and she heard 
nothing from the boy. “Big Sister” as we now called 
Fragrant Flower, thought him dead, and was well satis- 
fied. But a bad penny always turns up, and it was 
so in this case. Mr. Liu returned bringing with him 
a woman who claimed to be his wife. It did look as 








“Sister” Talking to Country Clinic 
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though Big Sister would have to take second place in 
the home if not in his affections. The missionaries 
were wrought up over the affair; they visited the chief 
city official and begged him to stop the marriage. He 
said a marriage engagement could never be broken, 
but the first wife would be the one who held the earliest 
dated papers. So one day some of us with aching 
hearts wiped the tears from Sister’s face and led her 
to her flowered chair and thought she had gone from 
us forever. The other woman did not wait for her to 
reach the house, she departed for Nanking and the 
horrible life she had previously led. 

A few weeks later Sister was back. She came in 
with a bright smile. We did need her so much, and 
she saw the need. Without a word she went to work, 
and everything became bright once more. The family 
could not support her, so she was ready for work. 
She never left us again. As for her husband, she be- 
gan praying for him. My! how she did have him on 
her heart; and she was determined that she would 
never rest until he was in the Kingdom. Hundreds of 
times have I knelt with her and prayed for him, and 
hundreds of times at hospital prayers have I heard 
her murmur after the Amen, “Lord, save my husband.” 
Of course she won him. One day a train stopped at 


the Suchowfu station and I left the train. I was re- 
turning from furlough. The first person to greet me 
with outstretched arms was Sister. The tears were run- 
ning down her cheeks, tears of joy, as she whispered, 
“He is a Christian.” 

We could not keep Sister as a nurse; she was needed 
as an evangelist, and now for years she has lived Christ 
and preached him to thousands of patients. All over 
the Suchowfu field she is known and loved, but by 
none more than the missionaries. She belongs to 
everybody, and is truly a soul winner. Riding with 
her along the streets I have frequently seen people nod 
their heads and heard them say, “There goes the Jesus 
woman.” And how she loved to sing! Hers is a 
singing gospel. Would that all could watch her Sun- 
day mornings as she stands before the school and 
teaches the men and women, “When I survey the won- 
drous cross,” or ‘“‘There is power in the blood.” Her 
face radiates her Master’s joy. 

Big Sister is nearing the top of the mountain now; 
the way has not been easy; her feet have felt the stones 
in the road, but no longer does she look down. She 
sees him as she gazes upward, and the sight is glorious 
to her. As for us—-her co-workers—we say once again, 
“What hath God wrought!” 





Love Sincere 
By MRS. PHILIP B. PRICE, Tsinanfu, China 


E FIRST knew Love Sincere in 1927, that year 
W of the Revolution, that year which brought 

change to the homes and lives of every in- 
dividual in China. To Love Sincere it meant leaving 
her home and native city, and coming for the first time 
to the big city of Shanghai, where even the language 
spoken was different from that of her childhood. Love 
Sincere was a native of northern Kiangsu province, 
where she had gone to one of our primary schools. 
Early in her career she became a Christian, and several 
of her family were interested in the gospel as well. 
Her father died believing in Jesus. He was rather 
an unusual man, a tailor, whose wife died in middle 
age, leaving him with six children to bring up. Love 
Sincere has often told me with what diligence and 
care he taught and trained the little ones, caring for 
the house too. He died in 1926 and his children, un- 
like most Chinese families, did not immediately seek 
the financial aid of the mission to give him an elaborate 
funeral, preferring to bury him in a simple way. Love 
Sincere did so well in her grammar school work that 
she won a scholarship for our girl’s middle school in 
Sutsien. She had finished one year here when it seemed 
wise to miss out one year of school to earn money, 
and she obtained a teaching position in her old school. 
This was where the Revolution found her in 1927. 
Because she had a married sister living in Shanghai, 
she fled south with the missionaries. She was then 
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Nurses’ Chemistry Class—‘Love Sincere” Extreme 
Right, Front Row 

seventeen years old. In Shanghai she was faced with 
another situation. Her sister’s husband was far from 
a good man, and he tried, for advantages of his own, 
to marry Love Sincere off to a man whom she did not 
know and who was not a Christian. In desperation 
she appealed to her Christian friends, begging them to 
help her get into a nurses’ training school, or if that 
were impossible, to help her find employment of some 
kind. And that is how we came to know her. She 
had not education enough to enter a good training 
school, so she was recommended to my sister and my- 
self who were refugeeing in Shanghai, to help look 
after our children. 

Our first impression of Love Sincere was a favorable 
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one. We saw a young girl with a bright, intelligent 
face, dressed in a simple but very neat and well-made 
long Chinese gown. And from our first connection 
with her, the characteristic that struck us most in her 
nature was a real desire to be of service, and a will- 
ingness to do anything and everything to help. A 
Chinese of the student class, and especially one who 
has done any teaching, usually considers himself above 
manual work. Love Sincere never showed any such 
spirit. She had come to us to take the children out 
to play, but she’ soon found other employment for 
herself, straightening the rooms, mending, and even 
washing the children’s clothes. Nothing seemed too 
humble for her to do. And she did not mind in the 
least sleeping out in the servants’ quarters with the 
other amahs. It seemed to me even then that here was 
a real little Christian, who had truly imbibed the 
Master’s idea of humility, and the Master’s joy in 
serving. In the spring, when the way was opened 
for us to go back to our work, Love Sincere begged 
us to take her with us to look after our baby girl. We 
explained the difficulties—the dialect was not that of 
her old home, she would have no friends, she would 
be lonely «nd possibly homesick, she would have to be 
more or less of a servant in our house. These presented 
no obstacles to her, she was eager to go with us. So 
we had a conversation with her sister, who was a 
most intelligent and sympathetic girl, and we agreed 
to take Love Sincere with us, assuming practically all 
responsibility for her welfare, educational as well as 
physical and spiritual. We knew this was a big re- 
sponsibility, as adopting or helping to educate Chinese 
children is a big risk. It has so often been the case 
that they have proved ungrateful, and many have not 
turned out very well, the unusual advantages and the 
foreign prestige spoiling them. We felt, however, that 
Love Sincere was a girl with unusual promise and we 
were willing to take the risk. 

In her new environment, she soon made a place for 
herself and won many friends. She lived in the Nurses’ 
Home with the student nurses, and I was rather ap- 
prehensive that an awkward situation might arise, as 
she was with us then in the capacity of a servant girl. 
One of the nurses told me later that at first they did 
resent her being put there, until Love Sincere proved 
herself of such a humble, helpful, loving disposition. 
She did not seek to push herself in among them, but 
was soon taken wholly into their midst, they loaned 
her books and helped her study some, she did little 
kindnesses for them and helped them make their clothes. 
She took her meals in our kitchen, cooking her own 
dishes and eating at the same table with our cook 
without the least hesitation. What she meant to me 
in those first few weeks back in the station it would 
be hard for me to say. She was truly a sister to me, 
sharing my problems, giving me good advice in deal- 
ing with her own people, teaching me to sew (she 
had learned a great deal from her father), helping 
me with the Chinese language in my housekeeping, 
nursing, and evangelistic work. She cooperated will- 


ingly in our ideals for training the baby, and was only 
eager to learn. She was a help to all of us in carry- 
ing on the Christian work of the station. She came 
to be known as the “girl with the book,” for she could 
be seen every afternoon on the lawn in front of the 
hospital reading a book, while she pushed or sat be- 
side Mary’s baby carriage. 

The next fall we sent her to school again, though 
I hated like everything to give her up. As the Sutsien 
school was then unable to reopen, we entered her at 
our girls’ middle school in Kiangyin. Because of the 
change of schools and the difference in curriculum, 
she had to enter the first grade of middle school again. 
This rather discouraged her at first, but she soon saw 
the wisdom of it and began to put her whole self into 
her school work. In her quiet unassuming way, with 
her thoughtfulness of others, she won the love and ad- 
miration of her schoolmates and teachers. She became 
a leader among the girls, and worked so hard that her 
health was almost impaired. In 1930, her spiritual 
life was deepened and enriched by some revival meet- 
ings, held in Kiangyin by the Bethel Band. She wrote 
me at that time, ‘I thought I had always realized what 
Christ had done for me, but I am just beginning to 
see how great is his love and sacrifice for me, and I 
want to give my whole self to him.” She became more 
earnest and zealous in her religious life, and more 
eager to serve him and others. 

She ha‘l always wanted to become a nurse, but be- 
fore allowing her to go in training I pointed out to her 
the hardships and trials and temptations of a nurse’s 
life, and urged her not to enter the nursing career 
unless she felt that was the one thing she was called 
to do. She was persistent in her ambition, and in 
1931 she entered a nurses’ training school in Shanghai. 
We chose ihat city and hospital for her in order that 
she might be near her sister. She has done beautifully. 
She finished her probation period and got her uniform 
just before the Japanese trouble last winter. At that 
time she shouldered responsibilities unusual for one of 
her scant experience, because she stuck by the hospital 
when many of the girls left for their homes in terror. 
She wrote me from the hospital that she felt most at 
home and did her best work on the baby ward, because 
of the early training she had had taking care of 
Mary. One thing which grieved her when she first 
went in training was the indifference on the part 
of most of the nurses to religious things. She herself 
was so on fire with the love of God that she could 
scarcely bear coolness on the part of others. I do not 
know whether it is due to her efforts or not, but she 
told me recently that the situation was greatly im- 
proved now—that there were more and more girls 
vitally interested in religion and that some were going 
with her in off hours to meetings of the Bethel Band 
in Shanghai. Our hope and our constant prayer for 
Love Sincere is that she may continue close in her 
Master’s footsteps, that she may become a strong Chris- 
tian leader among her own people. Truly she is living 
out in her life the meaning of her name—Love Sincere. 
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Elder Liang Chin Chen—What Price Smile? 


By REV. WM. F. JUNKIN, Sutsien, North Kiangsu, China 


FEW days ago Mr. Liang Chin Chen presented 
A to our Kiang-pei Presbytery a deed of gift con- 

veying a tract of good farm land worth fifteen 
thousand dollars, Mexican, to be used for the Lord’s 
work. He says in this paper that this land is given 
wholly to the Lord Jesus Christ for use by his Church, 
and he stipulates that the presbytery shall see to it that 
the whole income from the gift shall always be used 
for the glory of God and the salvation of men through 
the redemption of Jesus Christ. Fifteen thousand dol- 
lars, Mexican, at the present abnormally high exchange 
is less than four thousand dollars gold, but consider- 
ing the grade of life in this land and comparative 
money values, it is worth more than fifteen thousand 
dollars gold in America. This is humility, earnestness, 
and devotion to the Saviour. 


This dear friend is a merchant at Yaowan, one of 
our outstations. He is now past middle life, well-to- 
do but not wealthy, quite bright, a splendid business 
man, attractive and lovable. For more than a year 
he has been chairman of the Merchant Guild of the 
town of Yaowan. 

He was baptized just twelve years ago. From the 
first he was sincere, very much in earnest. For years 
he has had daily family prayers. The employes in his 
shop are present at this daily service and are taught 
the great truths of the gospel. A number of them have 
been won to Christ and have been baptized. His is 
the only large shop in this big town of Yaowan that 
is closed on Sundays. It is not easy to be the only 
one! (You American business men think of this and 
put yourselves in the place of the shopkeeper here in 
this land of keen competition and struggle. ) 

He has been chosen an elder in the church and it 
is largely through his contributions that the Yaowan 
Church, with ninety-four members, has been able just 
recently to call a Pastor and assume his full support. 


As helping to bring him to a knowledge of the 
Saviour, two incidents in his life stand out boldly. 

More than a dozen years ago his oldest son, a 
very bright boy, came for a semester to our Christian 
school here in Sutsien in order to better fit himself 
to enter a certain government school in Nanking. He 
was very seriously impressed with the Christian teach- 
ings, and, going on to Nanking, told his father that 
he believed these teachings were the truth. His father 
immediately began to go to the services at our chapel 
there in Yaowan. 

But many years before this a little thing occurred 
that made a lasting impression on his mind and heart. 
How often “little things” change our whole lives! And 
how often these “little things” are forgotten and with- 
cut record! 

He was a young man then and comparatively poor. 
He had heard of foreigners, but had heard no good 
about them, and like so many other Chinese at. that 
time, looked on them as vile “foreign devils.” One 
day he was standing in the door of a shop on the main 
street of she town of Tsao-ho. On the opposite side 
of the street was an old dilapidated inn. In the door 
of this inn was standing an American missionary—Rev. 
B. Craig Patterson. Patterson smiled, asked the 
stranger across the narrow street his honorable name, 
and invited him over to have a cup of tea. Mr. Liang 
thought: ‘Can a very evil-minded man, like they say 
these foreigners are, have a smile like that?” (Some 
of you know that courteous bow and smile!) 

He could not resist; he went across the street, sat 
for a while in Mr. Patterson’s room in the inn, though 
he dared not drink his tea. He came away with a 
Gospel and tract. That was the beginning of a changed 
view, which resulted in a changed outlook, a changed 
heart, a changed home—and the change of many other 
lives. 


Oh! the power of a SMILE! 





Hidden 
Who was “Fragrant Flower’? 


What tragedy came into the life of “Big Sister’? 

How did the tragedy turn out? 

In what way are thousand of Korean villages en- 
acting primitive Bible scenes? 

What is the difference in Korea 48 years ago 
and today? 

What circumstance in Mori’s life led him to 
Christ? 

How long did Mori pray? 

What forward step has been taken by the native 
church in Africa? 


Treasure 


9. What is the plan of work in the regional school 
in Africa? 

10. Who is the native in charge of one of these dis- 
trict or regional schools in Africa? 

11. What reply did Don José Maria make when 
urged to take a stand against religion? 

12. Why did they want Don José’s boys at the gov- 
ernment agricultural school? 

13. What was the character of “Love Sincere”? 

14. What was the gift of Elder Liang? 

15. What “little thing” in the life of Elder Liang 
resulted in a “big thing’? 

16. How is the rural work in Sanuki carried on? 
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Then and Now in Korea 


By MRS. ROBERT KNOX, Kwanju, Korea 


Tremendous changes 
have swept over America 
during the past fifty years, 
but these are as nothing 
compared with the changes 
which have taken place 
in the little land of Korea. 

Picture to yourself a 
country traversed from 
end to end with moun- 
tains, tier upon tier, in 
fantastic confusion, great 
valleys of serpentine 
paddy fields carpeted with 
rice of emerald green; 
mountain torrents dashing 
down from the highlands 
and majestic rivers sweep- 
Mrs. Pilley Kim Choi, Su- ing through the plains 

pervisor of Instruction at to the sea; a profusion of 

Speer School, Korea. Mrs. incomparably lovely wild 

Choi was yey a flowers rioting over moun- 

a hoa” Pay the tain, plain, and seashore. 

women of the Southern Imagine this land peo- 

Presbyterian Church. pled with an Oriental race 

of an ancient culture, ar- 
tistic, literary, dignified, gentle, and courteous but de- 
termined to maintain their agelong seclusion, and 
hostile to foreigners and all innovations. 

Conceive of a country with a few large cities it is 
true, but mostly made of up rural communities in 
villages of adobe, stone, tile, and thatch, with narrow 
tortuous streets where each family was almost a self- 
sustaining unit, eking out its bare existence by grow- 
ing its own meager supply of rice, barley, beans, and 
cabbage, planting its own stunted cotton, spinning and 
weaving its own modicum of cloth, cultivating gourds 
for household utensils, making its own rope, baskets, 
and mats of rice straw, and, should the family boast 
a scholar, copying his own books by hand. 

Think of thousands of villages where primitive Bible 
scenes were enacted daily; Balaam on his ass, Rebecca 
drawing water from the well, Joseph wearing his coat 
of many colors, Gideon threshing with his flails, the 
rank and file of the people sacrificing to demons, and 
worshipping their ancestors in the “groves” and “high 
places” on the mountains. 

Try to think of a land whose only roads were nar- 
row paths between the winding paddy fields, whose 
only modes of travel were ox cart, pony back, coolie 
chair, sailboat or sampan; a country whose only means 
of rapid communication were a chain of beacon lights 
on the high peaks or fast couriers on horseback. 

Do not paint into this picture a single church, a 
solitary school of modern type, a hospital, doctor or 
trained nurse, a railroad or even wagon road, auto- 





mobile, buggy or street car, laundry, bakery, kitchen 
stove, gas, petroleum, electric light, a threshing ma- 
chine, telephone, bank, postoffice or factory through- 
out the length and breadth of the land. Such was 
Korea fifty years ago. 

Let me state here most emphatically that the back- 
ward condition of the country was due, not to the 
character of the people, but to the corruption of the 
government which oppressed and overtaxed the wealthy, 
and to the Confucian social system which permitted 
the poor to lean upon the rich. This situation re- 
moved all incentive for the accumulation of possessions 
and put a premium upon poverty. 

Into this primitive land came the Protestant mis- 
sionaries, came commercial men, came the Japanese, 
and changes have been rapid ever since—some bene- 
ficial, some detrimental. As God prepared Palestine 
for the reception of the gospel in the first century, so 
through the ages he had been creating in the Korean 
people a flare for religion, a love of learning, a deep 
belief in the supernatural. Add to this the fact that 
Korea, of all the nations of the Far East, has a simple 
phonetic alphabet (dating from 1450 A. D.) which 
constitutes a perfect medium for translating the Bible 
into the vernacular, and it is evident why mission work 
has been so successful in Korea. Consider the strategic 
position of Korea in the midst of the great nations of 
Japan, China, and Russia, and readily it becomes ap- 
parent why it is incomparably important to win this 
land to Christ in order that it in turn may win its 
neighbors. 

The first missionaries went to Seoul, the capital, but 
did not stay there. Early they formed the policy of 
establishing work, not in the large centers only but 
in every part of the country, and before the first decade 
had passed they had explored all thirteen provinces and 
started work in practically every section. This itinerat- 
ing continues today and is a distinctive feature of mis- 
sion work in Korea, but how different it is now from 
the days when pack ponies, sedan chairs, and sailboats 
were the usual conveniences! The Japanese built mili- 
tary roads from one end of the peninsula to the other, 
and God used these as arteries which carried the life 
blood of the gospel all over the country, at first on 
foot, or horseback, then in buggies, and now one has 
the choice in a few places of train, airplanes or the 
trusty Fords which climb the mountains, ferry streams 
and penetrate to secluded villages that had slept the 
sleep of a thousand years. The Japanese government 
meant the roads, the postal system, the railroads, tele- 
graph and other modern conveniences for military pur- 
poses or the aggrandizement of the empire, but God 
uses all these things to give peace and joy and the 
light of salvation to those who sit in darkness. 

Forty-eight years ago the first Protestant missionaries 
started work in Korea. Today nearly 4,000 Chris- 


748 





Pll 
| 


tian chu 
the othe 
was for 
ordainec 
of Kore 
presbyte 
functio! 
work il 
preachi 
ing, 50 
colporte 
and wa 
trained 
Auxilie 
Sunday 
tized ¢ 
done i 
ago. 
Five 
of cre 
guage 
tered, 
busine 
needs 
nation 
simple 
charac 
the C 
moder 
sional 
tors, 
Durir 
3,210 
tracts 
Fo 
urchi 
ing t 
probs 
made 
was 
boys 
over 
W 
land 
The 





Spe 











hen 
ma- 
igh- 
was 


ick- 


ble 
ork, 
iC 

of 
ap- 
his 


Its 


but 

of 
but 
ide 
nd 
at- 
‘is- 
om 
ats 
li- 
er, 
ife 


1as 








—_—_— 


| WHAT GOD HATH WROUGHT 





——<— 


tian churches or groups dot the land from one end to 
the other. Twenty-five years ago the first presbytery 
was formed and the first seven Presbyterian ministers 
ordained, and twenty years ago the General Assembly 
of Korea was organized. Today there are twenty-two 
presbyteries and the General Assembly is not only 
functioning ably in Korea but is carrying on mission 
work in China. Five hundred Korean ministers are 
preaching the gospel, 500 lay evangelists are witness- 
ing, 500 Bible women are teaching the Bible and 100 
colporteurs are selling it. Hundreds of educated men 
and women are functioning as school teachers, doctors, 
trained nurses, Sunday-school teachers, church and 
Auxiliary officers. Altogether 300,000 Koreans attend 
Sunday services, more than 120,000 of whom are bap- 
tized Christians—six for every day of Mission work 
done in Korea from the beginning—forty-eight years 
ago. 

Five years after the missionaries arrived the work 
of creating a Christian literature in the Korean lan- 
guage was begun. The difficult tongue had to be mas- 
tered, translators had to be trained, the publishing 
business had to be studied, bindings adapted to the 
needs and purses of the people had to be devised, the 
nation had to be trained to use its own wonderful, 
simple native script instead of only the difficult Chinese 
characters, and a building had to be provided. Today 
the Christian Literature Society of Korea occupies a 
modern commodious building. Now, besides four mis- 
sionaries, it has a Korean staff of thirty-two clerks, edi- 
tors, proofreaders, salesmen, secretaries and packers. 
During the last twenty years the Society has sold 
3,210,000 books, 3,227,000 periodicals, and 23,580,000 
tracts. 

Forty-odd years ago missionaries gathered a few 
urchins into the thatch-roofed huts and began teach- 
ing them. Though every known law of pedagogy was 
probably broken in these early schools, yet a start was 
made and the modern Christian educational movement 
was launched. ‘Today well equipped schools for both 
boys and girls are functioning in strategic points all 
over the country. 

What mighty works hath God wrought in the little 
land of Korea! But the devil has been working too. 
The 300,000 Christians are a small fraction of the 





Speer seniors learning the care of babies in their 
Home Economics Class 
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20 millions of 
Koreans. ‘Four 
thousand | thirty- 
three villages in 
our _ Southern 
Presbyterian ter- 
ritory alone are 
still without a 
church, and mil- 
lions of Koreans 
are still in dark- 
ness, overwhelm- 
ed with sin, su- 
perstition, ignor- 
ance, poverty, 
drudgery and de- 
spair. 

In the cities 
especially, many 
Koreans have ac- 
quired a smatter- 
ing of Western 
education at the 
government 
schools without 
the _ stabilizing 
influence of Christianity. Korean young people are 
awake and athirst for education, and if we do not 
give them Christian education they will acquire the 
atheistic variety which renders them a prey to the 
floods of materialistic and bolshevistic literature which 
constantly sweep through the country. 


Now the Koreans are wonderfully open and willing 
to listen to the gospel, but this situation has not al- 
ways existed and easily may not continue forever. In 
1777 Catholicism entered Korea, and from 1785 to 
1866 there were sporadic but fierce persecutions re- 
sulting in horrible torture and death for many Chris- 
tians. In the future the arch enemy of Christianity 
may be not a bone breaker and flesh pincher, the axe 
and the executioner’s block, but educated atheism. Tor- 
ture aims at the death of the body, but atheism strikes 
a terrific blow at the spirit and is more dangerous in 
its diabolical subtility. 

Shall we abandon the Christian Korean youth to 
the influences of an atheistic education? Never! 
Never! Let us gird our loins, bend our backs to the 
task, and dedicate ourselves to the work of giving 
adequate Christian education to the children of the 
Christians in Korea until such time in the not-too- 
far-distant future when they can finance this enter- 
prise themselves. 

Mark Hopkins said that a log with a teacher at 
one end and a pupil at the other constituted a school. 
The Koreans have supplied the pupil—multiplied by 
hundreds—and the Southern Presbyterian women have 
supplied the log in the shape of the splendid new 
High School buildings of the Jennie Speer School in 
Kwangju, but what about the teacher? The mission- 





A Third-Generation Christian. Her 
grandfather is a Korean pastor 
and her mother a Speer graduate 
and an accomplished musician. 
Are missions worth while? 
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aries have trained the teacher—many of them from 
childhood at great personal sacrifice—but.he is in con- 
stant danger of falling off the log. Why? 

The budget of the Southern Presbyterian Mission 
in Korea has been cut over 60 per cent since the begin- 
ning of the depression. Providentially and temporarily 
exchange has been in our favor, and by using all the 
exchange from the missionaries’ salaries and the work- 
ing budget, and by reducing the budgets of other 


schools, Speer has continued to function on a precarious 
footing, but the great need of the school is financial 
stability, an endowment. 

Without knowing from one month to the next whether 
the teachers can be paid or not, whether the budget 
will be cut by the fluctuations of exchange and mis- 
sionary offerings, how can a school carry on? Let us 
put our shoulders to the wheel and keep the Speer 
faculty on the log! 





A Prayer Which Almost Broke Up a Prayer Meeting 


By REV. A. P. HASSELL, Tokushima, Japan 


66D QOKU wa Mori des!” The guest stood at the 

entrance of a Japan missionary’s home and 

was stepping out—or off—of his wooden geta, 
preparatory to entering. What he had said was, 
simply, ““My name is Mori.” He declined to occupy 
the chair that was offered him as he and the mission- 
ary entered the study, and so he was left standing 
to unbosom himself while his host sat down to listen. 

Moris in Japan are as plentiful as Joneses are in 
America, and the missionary was puzzling his brain 
to make out who this particular member of that tribe 
might be and on what business he had come that was 
so urgent he could not even sit down while he related 
it. 

Something was evidently wrong with his right arm. 
He could not straighten it, and seemed to experience 
difficulty in raising it sufficiently to assist the left hand 
in making gestures. He did not keep his listener long 
in suspense, however. He had been wondrously saved, 
and his object in making this visit was to ask the 
foreign missionary to join him in giving thanks for 
that fact. 

“Do you know Kazuo Mori?” The missionary did, 
and said Kazuo was an influential Christian and an 
officer in one of the churches of Tokushima where this 
conversation took place. “Kazuo is my younger 
brother, and for years he prayed and sought earnestly 
for my conversion, but in vain.” 

Tears were already becoming visible in the earnest 
eyes that studded the thin, care-worn face of this 
man of apparently thirty-five years. As the story 
proceeded, that face and that voice became more and 
more tense. A few years previously he had gone away 
to the great city of Nagoya in search of employment. 
There he secured work in a silk mill. After a time 
he was given charge of a piece of machinery to which 
he was not accustomed. Before he had worked a 
day in this new position his fingers were caught be- 
tween the two great rollers of the giant machine, and 
before it could be stopped every bone in Mori’s right 
hand and arm had been crushed and ribs had been 
dislocated. 

When he recovered consciousness some time after, 
he was lying in the University Hospital of Nagoya. 
Doctors and nurses were about his bed and he was 
not expected to live. As he began to realize his con- 











First Presbyterian Church, Kochi, Japan 


dition, the darkness of despair settled down upon his 
soul like a horrible nightmare. He had turned a deaf 
ear to the long-continued pleadings of Kazuo to give 
his heart to Christ. He had felt no need of God and 
had left him out of his reckoning altogether. Now 
he was helpless and filled with remorse, and for the 
first time in his life he realized how utterly helpless 
and undone he was without God. 

Weeks passed by-—dreary, painful, hopeless weeks. 
And then one day the nurse brought to his bedside 
a copy of a little booklet that someone had come to 
distribute among the patients. Mori grasped it eagerly 
with his only good hand and began to devour its con- 
tents. His soul was famished, and this tiny book 
contained just the thing that he was unconsciously 
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craving. .A lady missionary had been the visitant 
angel, and the title of the little book was “The Gos- 
pel According to St. Mark.” Mori had heard of it 
before but never at a time when a book on the subject 
of religion was of any interest to him. 

Before he had finished reading it he had made up 
his mind definitely to become a Christian. By and 
by the day came when he could leave the hospital. 
Joyously and at the same time hesitatingly he set out 
to find the Golden Castle Church, to which he had 
been directed. He knew no one there and wondered 
how he should act when he arrived. Great was his 
relief when he approached the church and found 
Pastor Toida and a group of his members holding an 
cpen air meeting on the street nearby. Mori drew 
up timidly and took his stand alongside other on- 
iookers. A song was being sung which sent ecstatic 
quivers up and down his spine, giving him a thrill 
of delight that was altogether new in his experience. 

And now, on the occasion of his visit to the mission- 
ary’s home, with tears of gratitude dampening his pale 
cheeks, he asked permission to sing that song. The 
title of it was “Jesus Has Lifted the Load.” As he 
had stood there on the outer edge of the crowd in 
Nagoya that night, had heard the singing and the 
flaming testimony borne by members of the group to 
the wonderful things that God had done for some of 
them, the burden had truly been lifted from his own 
soul and he had come back to his native province of 
Tokushima bent upon testifying to his own kindred 
and friends concerning the things that God had done 
for him. 

When he finished singing the song he turned to the 
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missionary and said, “Now, it was in order to tell 
you this story that I came. You are a busy man and 
I must go.” The two knelt down and together lifted 
up their hearts in gratitude to God for such a Saviour 
and such an example of his unfathomable grace. 

Someone remarked to me one day that Mori came 
near breaking up.a prayer meeting in one of the 
Tokushima churches one night. “Mori break up a 
prayer meeting?” I exclaimed in surprise, “How did 
that happen?” “Well,” said the pastor who was tell- 
ing me about it, “you know how full of joy and zeal 
he is and how he loved to pray. We were calling 
for volunteer prayers. Mori got started and couldn’t 
stop, and just kept on until he had prayed for over 
an hour by the clock!” 





A Letter That Might Have Been Written 


(Continued from page 724) 


all our charitable, philanthropic, and benevolent gifts 
come from the church members of America. The 
pocketbook will be included if the conversion of any 
man or woman is as genuine and as complete as it 
ought to be. For myself, I needed to look no further 
for the reason back of their generosity when I learned 
that they had first given themselves unto the Lord. 

But I am writing too long a letter, Mac, and I must 
close. Before I do so, however, I simply have to call 
your attention to the fact that Paul emphasizes that 
giving is a grace, a part of our Christian character, an 
act of worship. It is not a business transaction or a 
commercial venture. It is a fruit of the Spirit, and, 
as Paul goes on to say, it is the proof of the sincerity 
of one’s love. 

We have two little slang phrases that seem to me 
especially appropriate here. One of them is that “talk 
is cheap” and the other is “money talks.” Yes, talk 
is cheap, Mac, and too many of our people are thinking 
too much of themselves and talking about their inabil- 
ity to give, although professing great love for the cause, 
yet with little evidence of their doing without any of 
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the necessities of life. And money does talk! How 
clearly and unmistakably it speaks of the depth and 
of the sincerity of our love—better than our many 
beautiful words, though they be as apples of gold in 
baskets of silver. It is a hard saying, Mac, but some- 
times I feel a bit of sympathy with that worldly ex- 
hortation-—“‘Put up or shut up.” 

Yes, giving is a proof of the sincerity of one’s love. 
He who loves much will give much, even though it may 
be but the widow’s mite, which, we know, was her all. 
My experience has been that people do not give ac- 
cording to their means, although they should, of course. 
They give rather according to their love. 

And with this, Mac, I am through. Write again one 
of these days, old man. I always enjoy hearing from 
you. If you agree with me, give your people a message 
one of these coming Sundays on “The Example of 
Macedonia.” I think these are days when we all need 
to be admonished to abound in this grace also, the 
grace of giving, as much as the Corinthians of the 
apostles’ day did. Affectionately yours, 

ART. 
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UR field is in the eastern half of the Kagawa 

Province, Japan. The whole province has a 
population of some 800,000 people. Kagawa 
Province is divided into 182 smaller districts. Of 
these, ninety-two are in our section. In these smaller 
divisions there are many groups of a considerable 
number of houses, forming villages where the farmers 
live and go back and forth to their fields. The shape 
of our territory is something like a rough triangle, 
twenty miles at the base, and about forty miles at the 
apex. The people are mostly farmers, though there 
are also many engaged in fishing. There is not much 
manufacturing, though we have a few large cotton 
mills. These draw their employees from the near-by 
farms. 

An American newspaper man from Tokyo on a visit 
to Kagawa said that these people are fifty years be- 
hind the capital. Temples and shrines are to be seen 
in every village. The people are very superstitious. 
It is not a strange sight to see the door frames pasted 
up with charms from the shrines to keep out evil 
spirits. Of course every home has its god-shelf where 
the ancestors are worshipped. The school children are 
marched to the local shrines at least once a month. 
During the cold season of the year, while the Shanghai 
trouble was on, a group of forty young lads ran naked 
from shrine to shrine praying for the success of Japa- 






Japanese Farm Home 


Rural Work in Sanuki 


By REV. S. M. ERICKSON, Takamatsu, Japan 


nese arms. In the spring-time many country people 
make the pilgrimage around the island, visiting the 
eighty-eight shrines built by Kobo Daishi. 

As soon as the young men are of age they enter 
the army for a terms of two years. While in the 
army they get intensive training in being patriotic, 
which to many means to be anti-Christian. After they 
leave the active service they are enrolled in the reservist 
groups to be called together often and trained as to 
their duties to the State. Of late the lads have been 
enlisted in local militia to receive training before the 
time comes to enter the army. Those of these younger 
people who can think usually go off to the larger cities. 
There is very little public opinion. The local Buddhist 
and Shinto priests are, as a rule, of course, anti-Chris- 
tian. Often the school teachers are also opposed to 
Christianity. The young people have very few places 
for clean amusement. Eating and drinking places be- 
set with women who should really be in the Red Light 
Districts are found in every village. Young men fall 
into these temptations. Poverty drives many girls to 
become geisha and prostitutes. This is the background 
of the field in which we work. 

One of our missionaries gives his time to work with 
the school children. He has a motor car and takes 
his native helper with him. Usually the children have 
one hour for noon recess. The workers take their 
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places in the road near the school and give the chil- 
dren tracts. Sometimes a large number of children 
will linger. These are taught a Bible verse and a 
Christian song which is printed on the tracts. Both 
the song and the tract are of the most simple style. 
The children are told that if they are interested they 
may send a post card to the missionary’s home, and 
that he wili send them more reading matter. Over 
two thousand children have forwarded cards. In re- 
sponse to the cards other tracts and a Gospel portion 
are sent by mail. The children seem to remember a 
bit of what they learn. Several, on finishing school, 
have found positions in the city, and have come to 
church. At some places, if the principal of the school 
is a broad-minded man, the workers are asked to ad- 
dress the children on the school grounds. All the 
principals of the primary schools were recently called 
to the military headquarters for five days of intensive 
training in methods of cultivating patriotism. We shall 
have some reaction from this training ere long. 
Another missionary divides his time between the 
city and the rural district. He has fixed meetings in 
the city, but finds time to run out in the car during the 
day to visit the villages. His plan is to stop where 
there is a group of houses. First, every house is visited 
with tracts. A word is often exchanged with the peo- 
ple who are about. Then he returns to the car for the 
baby organ to draw a crowd for the street meeting. 
As soon as the sound of the organ goes forth, people 


begin to gather. A crowd will assemble at any hour 
of the day. In the morning the women are free. Dur- 
ing the afternoon the students are on the road. At 
night the older folks can be drawn. During the 
winter the farmers stop to listen. In the spring, or at 
harvest time, the little merchants come out of their 
shops to hear the songs. Many of the people will 
join in the songs. As a rule, they listen very politely, 
though now and then a drunken man may give a little 
trouble. ‘The message is simple. We use old picture 
rolls which are sent us from the Sunday schools at 
home. The picture of the Prodigal Son is attractive, 
and gives good material for a short talk. We try to 
get local color into the story, which, no doubt, sug- 
gests the local prodigals to the hearers, for nearly 
every village has some. Last spring we visited eighty 
towns in this way. At the rate in which we are work- 
ing we can visit these towns about twice a year. 

Some interesting results have been gathered from 
this village work. Many write in for more literature. 
The young people who come to the cities are lonely 
and have no place to go, and will visit the churches. 
Some come to talk things over with the missionaries. 
A few have already been baptized. Several have 
started little groups which gather at times to read the 
Bible. 

It is our task to sow the Word. The Holy Spirit 
will care for the seed. Some day we shall look with 
the eye of faith to see the results of this work. 





HIS is being written from the village of Santiago 
Undameo, with its winding rustic roads, its red- 
tiled adobe huts, and its hundreds of precious 

souls. I am visiting our congregation here, eating all 
kinds of good Indian foods made from the new corn, 
and above all enjoying fellowship with the Christian 
brethren. Our hearts yearn over the bands of believers 
established in many of these Mexican villages which 
are a part of our inheritance as God’s people, and we 
note with deep concern the dangers which threaten their 
spiritual development. 

And now I want to tell you a Santiago Undameo 
story written in both its minor and major strains. 
The agrarian movement took this town soon after the 
Madero Revolution and many of the poor farmers liv- 
ing here received their parcels of land. The local 
conditions being excellent, they have done well and 
have gained a fair amount of economic independence. 

The gospel was brought here by the pastor in Morelia 
about seven years ago and had unusual acceptance, the 
congregation reaching about sixty in number. The 
Mission bought property and the work began with 
great promise. 

But just at the time when our financial restrictions 


Don Joseph Mary Stands for God 


By MRS. H. L. ROSS, Patzcuaro, Michoacan, Mexico 
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struck us, a great menace arose in this village and, in 
fact, in all our rural work. Mexico, in an effort to 
help the poor man, does not enjoy the great blessing 
of spiritual leadership, and has undoubtedly been dip- 
ping her paint brushes in some Russian paint pots. 
Among a great many really good things which have 
been accomplished in the uplift of the masses, every 
once in a while a big red smirch is drawn with a ruth- 
less hand across the face of the whole scene, and those 
who are seeking Mexico’s redemption through Jesus 
Christ view with alarm the movements which must cer- 
tainly hinder the coming of the Kingdom. Permit me 
to specialize. The reaction of the masses against the 
Roman Catholic clergy has become so radical that the 
cry is now heard in many of their mass meetings: 
“Down with all religions. There is no God. Self- 
government is our salvation, and our highest authority 
is the will of the people.” It is to be doubted if the 
government would back the utterances of many of their 
representatives, but this has been persistently preached 
by them to the agrarian groups in this section of Mex- 
ico. 

Last spring a group of such representatives was sent 
out to give conferences in the centers of rural districts 
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and Santiago Undameo was the scene ef such a meet- 
ing. It would be considered an act of disloyalty 
against the agrarian movement for a man who has ac- 
cepted his plot of ground and his seed from the govern- 
ment not to attend these conferences, and our evangel- 
ical constituency was out in full force. When the 
atheistic ideas were presented they of course did not 
accept them, but they had been greatly enervated by 
the want of pastoral oversight, as have so many of our 
congregations in these times of financial limitations, 
and they now weakly abstained from expressing opposi- 
tion through fear of losing their land. 


Among the listeners was a farmer in worn overalls 
and sombrero which had seen better days, whose name 
was Joseph Mary (José Maria) Molina. In the in- 
fancy of the social upheaval which launched agrarian- 
ism, Don José Maria, having suffered some sore dis- 
illusions from the Catholic Church, was the first man 
in his neighborhood to take an active part in the 
land movement. He was named the representative of 
the agrarian group of Santiago Undameo and worked 
tirelessly for the cause. In its early days the leaders 
of this movement quoted the Bible freely, claiming to 
base its doctrines on the teachings of Jesus. Don José 
Maria says that when he heard these quotations he had 
a great craving to know more of this Book; but like 
most of the middle class of his generation he cannot 
read, and so his longing was at that time unsatisfied. 
He says he had a feeling of expectancy for greater light. 
In a soil thus prepared by the Spirit the seed of the 
gospel had ready acceptance when at last the feet of 
him who bore glad tidings stood upon the soil of this 
village. Don José Maria was not legally married, and 
early after his conversion he took the step of having 
his marriage legalized. Some twenty-five other couples 
of the community soon followed him. Dona Salud, 
the wife, was gloriously converted, and the humble 
little home nestled in the cornfields became a center 
of joy and faith and of wise Christian’ counsel to 
troubled friends and neighbors. The source of this 
strength and wisdom is the custom of having their sons 
read aloud each morning some verses from the Bible 
and, three times a day as they gather for meals, of 
standing about their bean pot and engaging in fervent 
prayer. 

The sixteenth of September is Mexico’s anniversary 
of independence, and this year it was celebrated with 
unusual enthusiasm. From the villages in this sec- 
tion the people gathered in the capital city, Morelia, 
some going on trains, some on horseback, and many 
a-foot, for a great mass fiesta. This was a splendid 
opportunity for the social leaders to challenge the 
agrarians to adopt a definite anti-religious policy. 
They were called on to stand up and present a solid 
front against all religions as fanaticism and exploita- 
tion. It was clearly insinuated that they would hold 
their land according to the decision they made. _ Moh 
enthusiasms invaded even the evangelical ranks and, 
alas, all too many of them followed the crowd. 


But the steady-eyed man in the blue overalls and 
worn hat, well-known even to the leaders as an agrarian 


enthusiast, stood resolutely apart sadly watching the - 


spectacle. He was loudly urged to join the solid 
front for liberty; but in the very face of the big as- 
sembly he boldly declared: “I will never deny my re- 
ligion. I will not be untrue to God; I can’t pay that 
kind of a price for a plot of ground. Who owns all 
this land anyway if it isn’t the God that made it? 
He can give me just as much of it as he wants me to 
have.” And with the wonderful sagacity the Holy 
Spirit often gives unlettered men, he quoted to them 
those words with which Christ himself fended the 
Tempter: ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” 

Our friend tells us that the stand that he took thus 
publicly gave him a great opportynity to tell many 
strangers about his religion and its great truths, for 
he says they followed him about asking him many 
questions. 

When I asked Don José Maria this morning to tell 
me this story, he had not the least idea that I was 
going to write him up; and he talked to me with no 
effort to dramatize himself, his action having been to 
him simply the only thing he could do. “This thing 
of being a Christian and a son of God,” he said, “has 
got to be all straight. If we belong to God we must 
not dishonor him and he surely can take care of us. 
We need not be afraid of anybody. I tell my boys 
that being Christians is a matter of clean living be- 
fore God and man. The kind of liberty these men want 


us to go after won’t do; it will end in being slaves to 
the Devil.” 


We are accustomed to think of wisdom as a result 
of the deep study of books and man’s accumulated 
learning. One of the interesting things in a land of 
a high per cent of illiteracy is to note the wisdom 
which grows like a wild flower in the heart and mind 
of a man who has not had his chance to learn books. 
Don Joseph Mary is a keen philosopher and has the 
gift of putting large truths in a nutshell. He thinks 
for himself and keeps his convictions clean and un- 
cluttered with wavering thoughts. He has a fine sense 
of humor and has a charming custom of chuckling to 
himself at his own and the rest of humanity’s queer 
ways of doing. The government has an agricultural 
school near Morelia where the sons of agrarians are 
received free of charge. Of course only a limited 
number of boys can be taken in. This morning, after 
a chuckle of real enjoyment, Don José Maria said to 
me: “The civil engineer who manages the agricultural 
school has just been here to ask me to enter my boys. 
I had a good laugh at him. I asked him why he 
wanted my boys when he was turning off so many 
others, and he said they were obedient and well-man- 
nered and that he would like to have their influence. 
I told him he was trying to teach the people there 
wasn’t any God and that all religion was a farce, and 
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now he wanted my boys because their mother and I 
taught them to fear God, to read their Bibles, and to 
pray. Then I told him I’d let them go to the school 
if he would permit them to walk home on Saturday 
night and go back early Monday morning. Alfredo is 
secretary of the Sunday school here and he must not 
fall down on his religious service. Beside, I let the 
engineer know that we were not going to give over our 
boys’ religious instruction to the school.” 

“And did he accept them on these terms?” I asked. 
“Oh, yes,’’ he said, “the school isn’t all we want it to 
be, but we expect the boys to stand up for what we 


have taught them, and we mean to keep a close watch 
over them.” 

The sheep of Santiago Undameo who followed the 
goats that day in Morelia are not being left by the 
Spirit to enjoy their break for false liberty. Those who 
really are sheep will return to the fold, and God will 
lay hold of just such human instruments as Don 
Joseph Mary with his natural gift for leadership, to 
guide his weaker brethren back to Christian ranks; for 
we are sure that the evangelical Christian is the sword 
in God’s hand to vanquish the rising power of atheism 
which threatens Mexico. 





We Will Do It! 


By J. H. ROBERTSON, Luebo, Africa 


African peoples, a people tall, smooth, and 
dark, and terrible from their beginning. That 
faith has brought to the people of the Kasai Basin of 
the Belgian Congo a loyalty to Christ; loyalty has 
brought courage to face the problems of their race; and 
that faith and loyalty have brought to the Bena Kasai 
an acceptance of responsibility which for generations 
they have been unable to accept. 
Two missionaries of the American Presbyterian 
Congo Mission some years ago were discussing, as fel- 
low sufferers in the same cause, their difficulties, their 


+ OD hath wrought faith into the heart of the 


discouragements, theiz joy in the work, and extending 


to each other encouragement. One missionary, the 
older of the two and one working on an old established 
field, said, “‘Friend, these native leaders in this section 
are just like a big clock. We go out among them, teach 
them how and what to do, preach to them, pray with 
them, and inspire them to do a great work for Christ. 
Then they start out with all the power they have, and 
drive forward with marvelous effort, energy and suc- 
cess. Then a time comes when the zeal begins to die 
down a bit, and in a little while the energy of their 
efforts has run itself down. It becomes necessary for 
us to go to them again every three or four months 
and wind them up again, just like the big clock. But 
the joy of it is that it takes so little effort on our part 
to rewind them, and the secret of success with them 
them is to remember to be prompt, regular, and certain 
in that winding, if the organization of the native 
work is to go on constantly toward an ultimate goal 
of a real native church.” 

The other missionary, younger, but still with many 
years of experience with the people of the Kasai Basin, 
and a man working in a comparatively new field, 
among another tribe, said with a smile, “Yes, you. are 
exactly right, except that in our territory we haven’t 
gotten to the stage that you have. We have to wind our 
natives up every morning, just like the old alarm 
clock.” 

Perhaps, unconsciously, those two men had called at- 
tention to an outstanding sign of progress in the de- 
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velopment of the African people of that section. There, 
in the new territory, the people of this tribe to whom 
the gospel story was new were willing to do day unto 
day what details were suggested to them for the day, 
but responsibility for a continued effort and initiative 
had not yet arrived on the scene. In the other terri- 
tory, where the work was some years older, the native 
leaders had learned to take the responsibility for a 
continued carrying out of detailed plans for a period 
of months, and were doing it nicely, but they had not 
at that time learned to use the initiative to develop and 
expand the plans which were so vitally necessary for 
their own objective, the evangelization of the peoples of 
the Kasai Basin. 

We are now most happy to report that the last few 
years have shown an outstanding development of not 
cnly a definite sense of responsibility, on the part of 
the native leaders, but a keen initiative has come into 
their lives which has led them to tackle their own prob- 
lems of the evangelization of their own people, and 
to come forward with definite plans for the further or- 
ganization and further expansion of the work. This 
is evidenced throughout our entire field, and, in each 
section, the native leaders are not only planning new 
ways and means of carrying on the work, but they 
are watching the work being done in other sections, 
studying it in view of their own needs, and formulating 
new methods and organization to carry on the work to 
the best advantage. Missionaries have always respected 
the judgment of the native leaders, and asked advice 
from them in all new undertakings, and in the han- 
dling of routine details, but now the native leaders 
are coming to the missionaries to offer advice and sug- 
gestions in regard not only to the prosecution of the 
present work, but, of far greater significance, offering 
advice and plans for extension, development, and or- 
ganization of the work and the future church. 

One of the outstanding examples of this is found 
in the establishment and development of our first 
regional or district school, or, as the writer prefers 
to call it, our first substation. The idea of establish- 
ing district or regional schools or outstation training 
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centers by the missions of Africa is not a new idea 
at all, but the actual establishment of the first one 
took place about two years ago. These regional schools 
are not simply a secular educational institution, but 
are to be a center for religious training, Christian edu- 
cation. Our plan is to make these centers out in the 
hills a training center where the native Christians will 
carry on exactly the same work as is carried on at the 
mission stations as nearly as it is possible for the 
natives to put it on. There will be a native evangelist 
and his native helpers, a trained school teacher to be 
superintendent of the day school and boarding depart- 
_ ments, and preferably an established native church, but 
not necessarily so. To this center will be drawn from 
time to time the evangelistic forces of the district for 
conferences and training in religious work, but, of far 
greater importance, a large group of young Christians 
will at all times be gathered there in the boarding de- 
partments that they may receive Christian education 
and thus be enabled to go back to their own villages 
to do personal evangelistic work. Many of the boys 
who come into this school will not stop when they 
have finished the work as offered there, but they will 
come on into the station schools and eventually go to 
the Morrison Bible School and train themselves for 
full-time service in teaching Christ to their fellow men. 

How has the native responded to this? How has 
he taken its responsibility? How has he shown initia- 
tive in its development? First, the native leaders re- 
alized the importance of this step in the work of estab- 
lishing native churches throughout the country, for 
without trained leadership, those churches would cer- 
tainly fail. They were also brought to realize that 
the mission, in this time of such serious financial stress, 
could not undertake this great expansion of the work, 
and that the project would have to be one put over 
by the native Christians. They were told that the 
job was theirs, that we would give them all the help 
and advice that they wanted, and would visit with 
them as often as possible, but that they were the ones 
to make it a success. The response was “WE WILL 
DO IT.” They talked the problem over, asking our 
suggestions and influence, reached decisions, and put 
those decisions into being by building dormitories suffi- 
cient to house fifty boys from the surrounding terri- 
tory; by clearing a new field out of the jungle, plant- 
ing it, and taking care of it until the crop was ready 
to harvest, and then turning it over to the first fifty 


boys who were enrolled in the new institution; by build- 
ing a new school shed and a house for the superin- 
tendent to live in; and by supplying all the voluntary 
teachers we could use in teaching the day-school classes, 

When the writer made his first visit of inspection 
io this outstation work, there were usually from sixty 
to eighty boys and girls in the school, with almost none 
who had completed more than the second year in school, 
After the establishment of the new organization, it 
was our privilege last March to visit the opening of 
a new term of school, and we found over three hundred 
children in the school, with the natives building more 
dormitories so that the housing of the original fifty 
boarders might be increased to meet the urgent de- 
mands of many other boys who were anxious to re- 
ceive the Christian education which this institution 
would provide. But the great numbers present is not 
so much a symbol of the success of the project as the 
fact that the native leaders have eagerly accepted the 
responsibility of it, and have gone forward with the 
development of the project with their own initiative, 
being largely responsible for the outstanding success 
that has been evidenced. 

Just let me give you one instance of that develop- 
ment. We made a trip to this substation one day, 
and found ihe progress in every detail of the work in 
far better shape than any of us at Luebo had dared 
to hope. So we said to the native teacher in charge, a 
young fellow about twenty-one years old, “Mbuyikana, 
you have things running mighty nicely now, the school 
is doing fine, the dormitories are all finished, the crop 
in the fields clean and growing nicely, and you have 
everyone happy, so we are going to suggest one more 
thing for you to do. You have been in Christian En- 
deavor at Luebo, in fact, you have been an officer in 
that organization, and you know what Christian En- 
deavor is, what it does, and what it is for, so I think 
it would be 2 wonderful help to these people in this 
big village if you would just organize a Christian 
Endeavor Society for them.” With a smile, Mbuyikana 
replied, “Ah, Mukelenge, you are too late. We did 
that three weeks ago!” And from that time on we 
found time after time that those native leaders and 
their working Christian membership had kept them- 
selves just cne jump ahead of our suggestion, and 
were developing the project both better and faster 
than even the most enthusiastic of us could have hoped 
for. 





Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 
China—Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Brown. 
Rev. and Mrs. Wm. C. McLauchlin. 


DEPARTURES 
Korea—Rev. S. D. Winn. 
Miss Emily Winn. 


Greer-Walker 


The friends of Miss Anna Lou Greer of our Korea 
Mission will be interested in the announcement of her 
marriage on October 27 to Mr. George M. Walker, of 
Galveston, Texas. The ceremony took place in San 
Antonio, Texas, at the home of her brother, Rev. B. D. 
D. Greer, D. D., who officiated. 
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In Memoriam 


Robert Thornwell Coit, D. D. 


By REV. DONALD W. RICHARDSON, D. D. 


Charlotte, N. C., December 21, 1878. He was 

the son of Julius Thornwell and Dovey Knox 
Coit, and a grandson of Rev. John Calkins Coit, of 
Cheraw, S. C. His father was a man of brilliant in- 
tellect and deep piety, and his mother, of Scotch Pres- 
byterian ancestry, was a woman of winsome Christian 
character. The father died while the four children in 
the family were still young, and upon the mother fell 
the responsibility of the two sons and daughters. Her 
devotion and sacrificial provision for them is evi- 
denced by the fact that all were given an edutation, 
and grew up to be godly men and women and have 
occupied places of leadership in the work of the Church 
and in the communities in which they have lived. 
Her brother, John Marshall Knox, aided her in every 
way. 

Robert, known and loved by a multitude of friends 
by the name of “Bob,” grew up and received his pre- 
liminary education in Salisbury, N. C. He entered 
Davidson College in 1898, and throughout his four 
years of study in that institution was the outstanding 
spiritual influence and leader in the student body. His 
gentle and affectionate nature, his purity of heart and 
life, and his loyalty to the high ideals of Christ, won 
the admiration and the love of all, not only in the 
college but in the surrounding community. During 
his college vacations he served in the home mission 
work in Ashe County, N. C., where he is still held 
in affectionate memory by many whose lives he deeply 
touched. 

After graduating in 1902 with a scholastic stand- 
ing above the average, he served for a year as Inter- 
collegiate Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., of Atlanta, 
Ga., and the following year was Student Secretary of 
the Tennessee Y. M. C. A. He entered the Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary in 1904, and spent two years 
of study in that institution. During the vacations he 
continued his theological studies at the University of 
Chicago, and received his degree of Bachelor of Di- 
vinity from that institution in the summer of 1906. 
During the year 1907, he was co-pastor with Dr. 
Martin D. Hardin, of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
of Charlotte, N. C., and the following year he served 
in the work of the Forward Movement under the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 

During his college days Dr. Coit was the leader of 
the local Student Volunteer group; and soon after his 
graduation received his appointment as a missionary 
to Korea. On September 1,.1908, he was married to 
Cecile Woods, of Meridian, Miss., but his sailing for 
the mission field was delayed because of the Church’s 
lack of funds and other circumstances, and they did 
not reach Korea until 1909. Upon their arrival there 
the mission assigned them to the Kwangju station. 
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Robert Thornwell Coit, D. D. 


After hard work in the study of the Korean language, 
Dr. Coit was put in temporary charge, in the spring 
of 1911, of what afterwards became the Soonchun field, 
and when that station was formally opened in the spring 
of 1913, the Coit family were the first missionaries to 
move there. Within a week of their removal to their 
new home, Dr. and Mrs. Coit’s two children were 
stricken with illness and died a few days later. 

Dr. J. F. Preston, who was associated with Dr. Coit 
throughout the whole of his missionary career says: 
“For seventeen years the Coits lived and labored in the 
Soonchun field, and hence are indissolubly associated 
with the founding and developing of that work. While 
his own evangelistic field comprised two Counties to 
the east and northeast of Soonchun Station, in that 
period there was no part of the field in which he did 
not at some time labor. In the local work also he 
was intensely interested in every department. He took 
very active part in the material development of the 
Station, assisting in the building operations, laying 
out roads, planting trees, beautifying the grounds and 
acquiring needed land from time to time. When Mr. 
George Watts, who supported all the missionaries at 
Soonchun, visited the Station in the fall of 1920, Dr. 
Coit had a large part in the negotiations which re- 
sulted in an additional pledge of $80,000 for perma- 
nent equipment, and as Station Treasurer he admin- 
istered this fund. The beauty of Soonchun Station is 
a monument to his untiring zeal.” 

Dr. Coit had an unusually attractive and impressive 
personality. He was a man of rare intellectual capac- 
ity, of strong Christian convictions, and was uncom- 
promisingly loyal to the truths of the gospel, both in 
his thinking and in his living. He was aboundingly 
generous by nature, and one who knew him intimately 
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as a friend and fellow-worker testifies that “he never 
turned a deaf ear to the cry of distress. Unselfish, he 
went about doing good. Loving and sympathetic, he 
was in turn universally beloved.” Four large memorial 
services in the Soonchun mission field have testified 
to the hold which he had upon the hearts of the 
Koreans. “The impact of his life upon all with whom 
he came in contact was powerful in its influence for 
good. From first to last his missionary service was 
characterized by zeal and devotion. Gifted with a 
keen mind, he stood high in the councils of the Mis- 
sion. He had a broad outlook and loyally supported 
every branch of the work, including our union insti- 
tutions. The distribution of Christian literature in- 
terested him greatly, and he was a life-member of the 
Korea Christian Literature Society, himself producing 
some literature. For years he was in charge of the 
half dozen colporteurs representing the Bible Society 
in the Soonchun field. It may be safely said that there 
is not an institution in this country that has not 
benefited by Dr. Coit’s friendly interest and activity 
in its behalf.” 

Before his birth, Robert Coit was dedicated to God 
for service on the foreign field. His devoted mother, 
however, did not tell him of this until he was boarding 
the train for Korea. His missionary career of marvel- 
ous fruitfulness and of spiritual power was interrupted 
by a serious nervous breakdown, following a severe case 
of flu in February, 1929. Just a short while before 
this illness, he had received from his Alma Mater, 


December, 1932 


Davidson College, the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. This degree was never more fittingly be- 
stowed. During this same year, Dr. Coit returned to 
his homeland, and after two and a half years of con- 
tinued illness was called to eternal rest on May 12, 
1932. His body was interred at Salisbury, N. C., the 
home of his childhood and youth. Surviving him are: 
Mrs. Cecile Woods Coit, Robert Thornwell Coit, Jr., 
Judith Knox Coit, Laura May Coit, Mildred Woods 
Coit, one brother Rev. John K. Coit, D. D., of Rabun 
Gap, Ga., and two sisters, Misses Johnsie and Laura 
Coit, of Greensboro, N. C. 

The writer of these lines was a college mate of Dr. 
Coit and has carried through the years a grateful and 
affectionate remembrance of this friend whose influence 
has been deep and abiding because his heart was pure 
and he walked with God. His ideals of Christian 
character and service were high, so high that he could 
never quite live up to the standard which he set for 
himself; but he always tried, and the very trying made 
his life beautiful and impressive. The world has 
been enriched by his life and work. 

The Korean workmen have contributed funds for 
the erection at Chirisan of a stone monument to his 
memory. He will live longer, however, in the ever- 
widening and deepening influence of the men and 
women whom his life and ministry won to faith and 
fellowship with Christ. 


Richmond, Va. 





Rev. J. Mercer Blain, D. D. 


By REV. P. FRANK PRICE, D. D., Nanking, China 


1932, about three o’clock, Rev. J. Mercer Blain, 
D. D., of Hangchow, China, quietly passed to 
his eternal rest. He had been in impaired health for 
a year or more, but was going on with his regular 
work. He and Mrs. Blain had just had a happy 
reunion at Kuling with their daughter and son-in-law 
and the first little grandson. Dr. Blain’s last public 
act was to conduct, on August 28, a communion serv- 
ice, which he did with much impressiveness. One 
week previous he had baptized his little grandson. 
Those who came down from the mountain with Dr. 
and Mrs. Blain and who saw him at the Missionary 
Home on his way to Hangchow were impressed by 
his cheerfulness and apparent good health. Arriving 
at Hangchow, he plunged into his work, answering let- 
ters and receiving visitors. Saturday was spent in this 
way, and Saturday night he talked with friends until 
a late hour. Toward midnight he was taken with 
what appeared to be indigestion, but the usual remedies 
gave only partial relief, and before doctors could be 


O N THE early Sabbath morning of September 4, 





John Mercer Blaine, D. D, 
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Missions 


summoned, he was past human aid. Only Mrs. Blain 
and Miss Annie Wilson were with him at the time. 
He died of a stroke of apoplexy. His life was one 
of calm assurance and steady work. His end was 
peaceful and he rests with others who have gone be- 
fore, in the beautiful Christian cemetery on the hills 
near Hangchow. 

John Mercer Blain was born of an old Virginia 
family near the historic city of Lexington, Virginia. 
His mother, Mary Louise Mercer, was a granddaughter 
of General Hugh Mercer, who emigrated from Aber- 
deen, Scotland, in 1747, organized the Minute Men 
of Virginia, was made a brigadier-general by Congress, 
and became the hero of the battle of Princeton. His 
father, Rev. Daniel Blain, D. D., was for forty years 
a Presbyterian minister. Mercer received his earliest 
impulse toward foreign missions through hearing his 
father’s monthly “Children’s Preaching,” in which he 
read from ‘“The Missionary.” Mercer’s mother was 
one of the great little mothers of the Church. She 
reared six sons, three of whom became ministers and 
three others officers in the Presbyterian Church. Mer- 
cer Blain cherished and passed on his noble inheritance. 
His father was both preacher and teacher, conducting 
a boy’s school in addition to his pastoral work, and 
his oldest son, Mercer, inherited and developed these 
same aptitudes. He graduated from Washington and 
Lee University and from the Louisville Theological 
Seminary. He arrived in China in January, 1897, and 
in August of the same year was married to Miss Claud 
Lacy Grier, of Concord, North Carolina. Miss Grier 
had wished to come to China, but was appointed to 
Japan instead. Through her marriage to Mr. Blain 
she came to China after all. One of the home papers 
referred to the marriage under the caption “Japan sur- 
rendered to China.” Another: “A New Treaty be- 
tween China and Japan.” Would that all treaties be- 
tween China and Japan might result as happily as 
this! Dr. Blain spent about half of his missionary 
life in Kashing where he established and became the 
first principal of the boys’ high school, in addition to 
doing evangelistic work. The other half he spent in 
the Hangchow field where he did both local and 
itinerant work as an evangelist. 

In all his relations with fellow-workers, missionary 
and Chinese, he is remembered for his gentleness of 
spirit, his unwillingness to speak evil of others, his 
uniform thoughtfulness, the apparent leisure with which 
he received every visitor (and many came to him with 
their troubles), and his love of the poor. 

A Hangchow missionary of another mission writes 
of him: “I know of no man in China who was as 


lovable as ‘Our Dr. Blain,’ and we of Hangchow can 
always be glad of the years of association with him—so 
kindly in all his judgments, so expressive of love in 
his handgrasp, which we felt more than once here in 
Kuling this summer. What a blessing he was to all 
of us who knew him and what a heritage he has left to 
his children and friends of the radiant possibilities in 
Christian living. 

“T think of his warmth of brotherly and fatherly 
counsel in the Presbytery meetings, where I have seen 
him working in such unassuming and patient harmony 
with the Chinese pastors that one might easily fail to 
see that it was a real achievement in attaining a true 
Christlikeness.” 

He contributed to the larger interests of the King- 
dom of Christ in China by his ready cooperation with 
union movements and institutions which, in his judg- 
ment, made for the promotion of true religion. He 
was the first treasurer of the United Presbyterian 
Church and later of the newly formed Church of Christ 
in China, continuing in this position for several years; 
and by his brotherly spirit and good judgment he took 
a generous part in bringing about an organization that 
comprises one-fourth of the Protestant Christians of 
China. 

Dr. Blain illustrated, as does Mrs. Blain, the truth 
of the ancient promise, “For the mercy of the Lord 
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him, and his righteousness unto children’s children.” 
Their oldest daughter, Margaret, being of the second 
generation of missionaries, was married to Rev. Ray- 
mond Kepler of the third generation of missionaries in 
China, Raymond’s grandfather and grandmother being 
the late Dr. and Mrs. George P. Fitch, of blessed 
memory. His mother is Mrs. A. R. Kepler. Thus 
little Mercer Raymond Kepler is of the fourth mission- 
ary generation on his father’s side and the third on his 
mother’s side. May he carry on the succession! And, 
no doubt, Caina will still need missionaries when he 
comes of age. 

Our dearly beloved colleague left us suddenly and 
unexpectedly, for we had hoped, as he did, that he 
might be spared for many years of service for China. 
He was only sixty-three. But, though he rests from 
his labors, his life is being multiplied. The large 
number, especially of young men, who were touched 
and blessed through him can never be known until 
“that day.” 

He is survived by his wife and three children, Mrs. 
Raymond Kepler, of Siangtan, Hunan, Daniel Blain, 
M. D., New Canaan, Connecticut, and Miss Elizabeth 
Grier Blain, Concord, North Carolina. 
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Decrease for seven months 


$314,391.57 
270,862.38 


$ 43,529.19 
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Merry Christmas 


At Christmas be merry and thank God of all, 

And feast thy poor neighbors, the great and the small. 
Yea, all the year long have an eye to the poor, 

And God shall send luck to keep open thy door. 


—Thomas Tusser (1558) 





What Shall We Give for Christmas? 


By P. D. MILLER 


ANY people may have the feeling this year that 
M money ought not to be spent on Christmas gifts. 
Certainly no money ought to be wasted or lav- 
ished, but somehow I feel that we need some Christmas 
giving this year for the very good it will do our own 
souls. This matter of a “depression” is so tragic that 
it is getting badly on our nerves. We have cut corners 
until it is coming to be chronic with us, and the exer- 
cise of economy so necessary for our material existence 
may have been hurting our finer selves. I think we 
shall need to cultivate the Christmas spirit to make 
our own souls softer and sweeter. 


If this be true, most of us will face the question 
of what we shall give, what we are able to give and 
to whom we should give. Each of us will have his 
own answer to these questions, and what follows is 
simply in the nature of suggestions to our SURVEY 
readers. 

First, I would say that no Christian can afford to 
lavish money on expensive gifts at a time when mul- 
titudes will be lacking for food to keep their bodies 
alive. Whatever gifts we make ought to be far from 
the line of extravagance. 


Second, I would say that Christian people ought to 
give least to those who have most. If we give only 
to those who can give in return, we shall miss en- 
tirely the original and true meaning of Christmas. 
On the other hand, I would say that Christian people 
ought to give most to those who have least. Once this 
policy has been adopted, we are on the way to a 
gloriously happy Christmas. And one will not have 
to go far this year to find such folks. In the areas 
served by our Home Mission workers there will be 


thousands of children whose parents will not be able 
to afford even the smallest of Christmas things. It 
will be the purpose of our workers to see that every 
child has at least a taste of Santa Claus, and the 
homes of these missionaries will need a heavy stock 
about Christmas week if they are to meet the needs 
about them. 


This leads me to say that no group of people would 
be more worthy or more appreciative at Christmas time 
than our Home Missionaries. It is safe to say that 
they can use almost anything that is supplied in large 
enough quantities. Fruits, nuts, candy, raisins, inex- 
pensive toys, gloves, handkerchiefs, ties, stockings, 
socks, and clothing are a few among the many things 
that can always be used. If boxes are sent for mission 
Sunday-school Christmas trees, be sure to fill them 
with practical and inexpensive things. 


Even with the splendid things sent them every 
Christmas, your workers spend money out of their own 
salaries to get last minute things for children who 
have been overlooked. It seems to me therefore that 
one of the finest things we could do would be to send 
checks to these workers to care for such expenditures. 
I need hardly remind our people that the salaries of 
these workers are below the point of necessity this 
winter—and even at that many salaries are unpaid. 
You could do no more Christlike thing with the Christ- 
mas money than to send at least a part of it to these 
mission workers. Such giving would not only bring 
joy to your own heart but would bring Christmas glad- 
ness to many a place where otherwise there can be 
none. 


Atlanta, Ga. 
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head of the work in this place, I have received 

into our church 329 persons by examination, 
that is an average of thirty persons per year. The 
greatest number of resident members at any one time 
has been 130, which number has decreased notably 
during the last two years of repatriation of Mexicans. 
In our last report sent to the General Assembly, we 
gave the figure of ninety-five members. 

Our church in El Paso has been one of those that 
have suffered the most by reason of the exodus of 
Mexicans, and now we have our members disseminated, 
in the states of Chihuahua, Durango, Coahuila, Aguas- 
calientes, Zacatecas, Guanajuato, and the Federal Dis- 
trict. We also have some families in New Mexico, 
California, and Colorado. 

Our Presbyterian Church is the one that has had the 
greatest number of missions or places for: preaching 
in El Paso and its surroundings. The other denomi- 
nations have concentrated their work to the city and 
to their respective local temples. We have had, dur- 
ing my stay here, eight places for preaching within the 
city limits; five outside of the city, reaching as far as 
Mesquite, New Mexico, that is thirty-three miles north 
of El Paso; also in Van Horn, Pecos, Barstow, and 
Big Spring, which are at great distances from here 
on the Texas and Pacific Railway. 

Today though we do not count on any financial 
means for traveling expenses, nor to pay rent on places 
for preaching; though I do not have any more assist- 
ants than my own family, and though I feel the natural 
weariness of thirty-four years of not interrupted work, 
I am holding out the central work; three places out- 
side of town, which are Fort Bliss, El Naranjo, and 
Mesquite, and once in a while, I also visit the mission 
at Barstow. 

Our church here has distinguished itself for its ag- 
gressive evangelistic work, and the souls that we have 
gained for Christ can he seen actually in almost every 
one of the churches in this city and in other distant 
places. If anybody wishes to know if the work is 
aggressive or not, they may ask the Catholic priest, 
who has just written me a letter pretending to prevent 
me to visit and to preach in the homes of the members 
at the mission that he has at El Naranjo, ten miles 
from here. 

This one small church of El Paso (on which some 
set little value) has already given (during my pastor- 
ship) six ministers, five of whom are occupying pul- 
pits and one has been called by the Lord to his rest. 


D URING the eleven years that I have been at the 





Our Mexican Work in El Paso, Texas 


By REV. ABRAHAM FERNANDEZ, Pastor 


The names of those six workers are the following: 
Luciano Garcia, Baptist minister at Guaymas, Sonora, 
Mexico; Bulmaro Alvidrez, resting in Abraham’s 
bosom; G. M. Armendariz, pastor in San Marcos, 
Texas; José de la Luz Guerrero, pastor in Victoria, 
Texas; Ruben Armendariz, assistant pastor in San 
Antonio, and T. F. Salazar, who was elder of this 
church and who was converted here, has just taken 
charge of a pulpit in Los Angeles, Cal. 

Several of the families that make up the Southern 
Methodist Episcopal Church in this city are of the 
converts of this small church. 

The Methodists that are working at Pecos are profit- 
ing by the work that we began there. The Methodist 
and the Baptist churches have worked here in El 
Paso for about forty years, and they had never (that 
I know) opened any work in LaMesa, New Mexico. 
We opened the work there and we held it for several 
years. Today, the Methodists as much as the Baptists 
have work there, but the greatest number of the mem- 
bers are of our converts. 

We do not complain because others have taken pos- 
session of our work in many places, rather we take 
pleasure in seeing the footprints of our evangelistic 
work in all those fields; for we know that the whole 
cause is Christ’s, and that, before being Presbyterians, 
we should be Christians. Above is he who takes 
notice of the work of his servants and who rewards 
it with liberality! 

I want you to know that the Jesuits have already 
taken possession of one of the Protestant temples in 
this city, and that they will take every Protestant 
temple that is closed here to have the insurmountable 
arguments that they gain the ground that we are 
losing. 

I am sure that our Presbyterian Church, U. S., has 
done the same or greater evangelistic work than any 
other church in El Paso, with much less cost and with 
less personnel. 

It is true that my church is actually lacking per- 
sonnel, but before this time of depression and of re- 
patriation came, the officials of my church maintained. 
the work here while I was out holding several evan- 
gelistic campaigns in various places in the State of 
Texas; in some places in the State of Chihuahua; in 
the State of Coahuila, and even in the capitol of the 
Mexican Republic, where I was called to preach dur- 
ing the celebration of the Nineteenth Centennial of the 
Pentecost, and where no less than a hundred souls con- 
fessed Christ as their Saviour during those ten day. 
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Stillman Institute 


By REV. HAROLD FRANCIS BRANCH, D. D. 


(Note:—The author acknowledges with great appreciation his indebtedness to Dr. William Sikes, Dean 
of Theology at Stillman Institute, for much of the historical material contained in this article.) 





It was a miser- 
able night in the 
jungles of Africa 
in the year 1893. 
The rain descended 
in torrents, mak- 
ing the trails al- 
most impassable. 
A party of Negro 
men were making 
their difficult way 
through the Bak- 
uba country  to- 
ward the coast. 
Their leader was 
William H. Shep- 
pard, and as he 
walked the trail 
that night the 
memory of the past 
was strong upon 
him. 

He was going 
to the coast to take 
ship for London, 
there to receive at the hands of the British Government 











Mr. A. L. Jackson, Superintendent 
of Stillman Institute 


ene of the highest honors in their power to bestow; 
namely, the degree, Fellow of the Royal Geographic 
Society, to be bestowed upon him in recognition of his 
having opened to Christianity the Bakuha territory. 

As he followed his carriers his mind went back to 
the year 1887 when he had been graduated from Still- 
man Institute at Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

He thought of the training which he had there re- 
ceived, of the prayers, and the sacrifices, and the hopes 
which had gone into his life’s work. He remembered 
the sacrificial service of Dr. Charles A. Stillman, of 
Professor Sanderson, of Dr. Praigg, and of Professor 
Howerton—men of God, to whom he owed so much. 
He remembered the old boarding house where he and 
other Stillman students had taken their meals in the 
home of Nathan Luffborough. He remembered the 
fellowship they had had there around the table, and 
the mutual inspiration which had come to all of them. 

His mind went back still further as he recalled the 
work of the good members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., in establishing and main- 
taining a Sunday school for the benefit of Negro chil- 
dren in the lecture room of the church. He thought 
of the work of Dr. and Mrs. Reuben Searcy, and he 
remembered the faithful cooperation of the member- 
ship of that church and their zeal in securing the 
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establishment of an institution for the education of 
Negro preachers. He thanked God for the memory 
of Miss Evie Searcy, Mrs. John Little, Sr., and other 
devoted members of that church who, long before the 
war, had caught the vision of Negro education and 
spiritual training. And he thanked God, also, there 
in the midst of the African jungle, for the marvelous 
manifestation of grace which had permitted him to 
share in these great benefits—and now he, a colored 
man, was to receive at the hands of the British Gov- 
ernment one of the highest honors in their power to 
bestow. 

Arriving at the coast after a long and difficult jour- 
ney, Dr. Sheppard went to London where the degree 
was conferred upon him. 

As he stood to receive the degree, Sheppard remem- 
bered how Samuel N. Lapsley had sailed with him 
from New York to undertake the work at Luebo. His 
mind went back to the tragic incident of Mr. Lapsley’s 
death on March 26, 1892, near Matadi in the heart of 
the Congo, and in the address which he made he spoke 
of Mr. Lapsley and his work. 

William Sheppard was one of a number of dis- 
tinguished sons of Stillman Institute who have ren- 
dered great service in the advancement of the king- 
dom of God among the people of their own race. 

If anyone doubts the wisdom of the church’s invest- 
ment in Stillman, he need only think of the work of 
Rev. L. A. DeYampert, of Rev. A. L. Edminston, of 
Hawkins, of Rochester, of Champney, of Clark, of 
Thurman—who is doing such splendid work in the 
Presbytery of Chicago, of Young—‘the greatest 
preacher produced by Stillman,” of Clinton, of 
Sewell, and of Walker, of the class of 1890, whose 
splendid abilities attracted the attention of business 
leaders who offered him a large salary to devote his 
talents to business. His reply was, 

“No, if I did that I could never look God and 
Dr. Stillman in the face.” 

You can depend upon the Stillman product! 

Stillman Institute is the answer of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church to the needs of the Negro work. 
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Girls’ Dormitory at Stillman Institute 


It is the outreaching of the hands of the Church in 
sympathy and helpfulness, to men and women of the 
black race. ; 

On the campus of Stillman, just outside the city of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., there stands the old Cochrane man- 
sion, built on the beautiful lines of the old Southern 
plantation house. On the veranda there are six beau- 
tiful pillars, purchased, long years ago, by Mr. Coch- 
rane in Italy and transported to this country at a cost 
of $600.00 apiece. Slaves brought the pillars up the 
river from Mobile and set them in place. They are 
said to be among the most perfect specimens of Corin- 
thian columns in this country. Every time I look upon 
them I am reminded of the six great pillars which sup- 
port the work of Stillman. 


I. The First Is the Pillar of a Strong Faculty 

During the forty-eight years of its history the faculty 
of Stillman Institute has numbered thirty-four white 
men and ten white women, among them some of the 
greatest men and women of the Church. Their aca- 
demic preparation was of the highest character. They 
were thoroughly equipped mentally, spiritually, and 
temperamentally for the doing of this great work. Dur- 
ing the same period sixteen colored men and women 








Harvest Time, Stillman Institute Farm 











764 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


have served as instructors. The industry and devotion 
of Stillman’s faculty mark them a glorious company 
and write their names high upon the roll of the faith- 
ful. 


II. The Second Is the Pillar of a Splendid 
Curriculum 


This matter of, curriculum was a most difficult prob- 
lem at the outset of the work of the Institute, due to 
the utter lack of preparation on the part of the stu- 
dents who came. The curriculum has received the 
best thought of those in charge from the earliest days. 
The course of study has been steadily revised, 
strengthened, and broadened. 

Organized originally with the thought of training 
for the ministry, Stillman has now become co-educa- 
tional; has introduced courses for the benefit of those 
looking forward to practical work in the home, in 
business, and in industry. 

The completion of the Winsborough Building in 
1922 (named in honor of Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, 
Secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the General 
Assembly) and the admission of about twenty girls 
in September of that year, marked a great advance 
in the life of the Institute. Courses in household arts 
were introduced in order to prepare the women to be 
proper helpmeets to the men who were being trained 
for the spiritual leadership of their race. 

The leadership of Mrs. J. G. Snedecor from 1922 
to 1929 resulted in a great enrichening in the curric- 
ulum training offered by Stillman Institute to Negro 
women. 


III. The Pillar of a Fine Practical Training 


The student of Stillman Jearns how to work with 
his hands as well as with his mind. Every foot of 
the 110 acre farm is cultivated, and every boy is ex- 
pected to learn, from practical experience, how to grow, 
cultivate, can, and market potatoes, okra, cabbage, 
beets, onions, carrots, peas, Irish potatoes, sweet pota- 
toes, beans, turnips, rutabagas. The boys take care 
of the livestock—including hogs, fifteen head of cat- 
tle, and four mules. 

The girls are required to learn how to prepare meals 
and serve them, how to select clothes, how to make 
garments, and now to repair old garments. The prac- 


tical side of every-day life, the science and art of liv-| 


ing industriously and honestly, is emphasized con- 
tinually at Stillman. Each student is turned out pre- 
pared to earn his livelihood, either as a teacher, farmer, 
preacher, cook, seamstress, housekeeper, practical nurse, 
or carpenier. When one graduates from Stillman one 
kas training not only of the head, but of hand and 
of heart. 


IV. The Pillar of Low Expense 


Stillman actually provides education, including 
tuition, room rent, board, laboratory fees, light, heat, 
and water for $137.00 a year per student. And much 
of this is provided, not by the students themselves, 
but by friends of the work throughout the Church. 
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How? Ask Mr. Jackson, the Superintendent, who 
spends many a sleepless night planning to make one 
dollar do the work of two. There is not a member 
of the faculty or of the administrative staff who could 
not earn more elsewhere. Mr. Jackson left a position 
paying him three times what he is now receiving—to 
give his life to Stillman. 


V. The pillar of a Normal Home Life 

The young men and the young women mingle in 
a naural way. They learn to associate together under 
the finest Christian influence. They learn how to work 
together. They learn respect, one for the other. De- 
mocracy and industry are in the air. Moving on an 
equal level of opportunity and of responsibility, the 
students develop a healthful and beautiful attitude to- 
ward normal Christian home life. 


VI. The Pillar of a Great Faith and Hope 

Stillman believes that the Negro race has a definite 
contribution to make to the Kingdom of God. Still- 
man does not train the Negroes to “try to be white 
folks.’ Stillman teaches them to honor their own race, 
to serve their own people, to take pride in their own 
life, and to mould that life—individually and racially 
—~after the pattern of Christ, making their own distinct, 
unique, and characteristic contribution to Christ’s King- 
dom—a contribution needed to complete the beauty of 
that Kingdom—a contribution which white people can- 
not make, but which Negroes can make. 

This contribution may include among other things 
the note of joy. So many of us who are white act and 
look as though our religion hurt us! No one has ever 
been able to crush the song out of the Negro’s heart. 
Slavery and burdens and oppression have never been 
able to steal that song. 


These are the six pillars at the very heart of Still- 
man Institute. Stillman calls to the Church to honor 
sacrificial service, to pause, to admire and to help. 
Stillman deserves your help. More than 250 students 
were turned away last year because of lack of scholar- 
ship funds to meet their school expense. Most of them 
are paying a very small proportion of it. The remain- 
der must be provided by the gifts of the Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, the Superintendent and his 
wife, are rendering heroic service. He is winning the 
profound respect of the business men of the city of 
Tuscaloosa by the efficient and thorough way in which 
he administers the affairs of the Institute. 

By untold toil and prayer, Stillman has come to the 
place it now occupies in the life of the Church. Her 
resources are still pitifully inadequate. Stillman de- 
serves your help. It is the only hope for many colored 
boys and girls whose hearts are eager for a higher 
and fuller life. 

The great Presbyterian Church of the South will 
not turn its back upon these needs and upon these 
appeals. 

First Presbyterian Church, 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
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HE little city of North Wilkesboro is in the moun- 

T tains of North Carolina and very beautifully 

situated indeed, in fact, the whole scenery is 

that of a inarvelous panorama where it is possible to 

hear the voice of the Creator God as perhaps nowhere 
else on the earth. 

Some years ago the colored people of this section 
known as Fair Plains got together, and after a period 
of time organized a Presbyterian church. For a good 
many years they struggled along seemingly making 
little progress, and yet—holding on by faith. They 
were never slaves, but rather what is known as Free 
Negroes with perhaps a touch of Indian blood in their 
veins. They are for the most part a very highly re- 
spected class, and those who are members of this 
church apparently have a real desire to live for Christ 
and be of some service to their friends and neighbors. 


About one year and a half ago our Superintendent 
of Negro work in the South visited this people to talk 
over the future of their little church, and after being 
convinced that it was what was right, Dr. Brown 
promised them that he would build for them a brick- 
veneer church in which they could worship God. He 
died while there very suddenly, and his body was 
brought back to Atlanta, Georgia, for burial. The 
Assembly’s Committee on Home Missions finally de- 
cided to keep the promise made by Dr. Brown, and 
with the help of this people started to carry out his 
plans. They secured from the Synod of Georgia Rev. 
Ralph Gillam, Synodical Evangelist, and sent him to 
look the field over to see what could really be done. 

Dr. Gillam arrived on the scene, June 16, and be- 
gan at once to make plans for the erection of this brick- 
veneer church. After getting together the money neces- 
sary, the work began, and, after a period of seventeen 
days actual working time, the building was finished 
and dedicated free of debt, Rev. C. W. Robinson, D. D., 
preaching the sermon. Dr. Robinson is eighty-four 
years old, and has been in North Wilkesboro thirty- 
seven years as pastor. This church at the present time 
has about forty members, with all or nearly all work- 
ers in the church. 

The building is 27x60 with three classrooms in the 
rear, aS well as a place for the choir back of the 
preacher’s desk. It occupies a position on the high- 
way between North Wilkesboro and Asheville, and is 
surrounded by the homes of the colored people who 
populate this section. It is a neat, pretty, little build- 
ing on the outside and splendidly finished on the in- 
side. Dr. Gillam was also able to erect a neat, pretty, 
little house which is to be used by the pastor as a study, 
and this building was built out of lumber left over. 
This building is painted white on the outside, and is 
therefore in keeping with the church building itself. 

Three splendid chairs for the pulpit were given the 
church by Mr. J. R. Finley, one of the elders in the 
First Presbyterian Church of North Wilkesboro. The 
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pulpit was given by Mr. Gordon Finley, and a splen- 
did check to be used in helping to pay for the build- 
ing was given by Mr. Arthur Finley, another elder 
in the First church. The people raised money enough 
to buy a aew and complete communion set, and will 
use it for the first time the Sunday after the dedication. 
One interesting part of this work was the fact that 
one woman, possibly seventy-five years of age, who 
was the mother of fourteen children, thirteen of them 
now living, and not only a grandmother but a great- 
grandmother, was present at the dedication to listen 
to the reading of the Scripture out of a splendid Bible 
presented in her name to the church by her children 
and grandchildren. She was certainly a happy mother 
on that day. 

The building was erected at the cost of approxi- 
mately $2,600, will seat 300 persons, and is constructed 
to serve all the needs of this congregation. The present 
pastor, Rev. J. E. Baxter, is a graduate of Johnson 
C. Smith University in Charlotte, North Carolina, and 
very much beloved by the people of the entire com- 
munity. 
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What Is the Matter with Missions? 


By REV. JABEZ GALLOWAY 


OMETHING is out of order. It looks as though 
the Devil has thrown something bigger than a 
wrench into the machinery. What, and where, is 

the obstruction? Considering the crash and the slip- 
ping of belts, it must be big enough to see. 

Both Home and Foreign Mission supporters ought to 
be interested. All churches and all Christian schools 
depend upon our faithfulness to the Great Commis- 
sion for their success. A slump in this work is felt 
in any unit of service, at home and abroad, and causes 
untold harm. Any measure of failure slows down the 
wheels of churches and schools, whether here or on 
the foreign field. 

The trouble comes from a human source. God has 
not been outwitted, nor has he overlooked some im- 
portant provision in caring for his own work. When 
he gave the commission to evangelize the world, he just 
as clearly and simply revealed his method of doing it. 
“Go! I have all power.” “I am with you alway.” 
Any departure from that results in decline and, if per- 
sisted in, brings failure. It is amazing that the mis- 
sionary train can get off the track and remain off so 
long, and be so little noticed. No wonder the wheels 
drag heavily. 

Thirty years ago there was a great Ecumenical Mis- 
sionary conference held in New York. The delegates 
were the most prominent of representative men from 
all parts of the world. In running through the two- 
volume report of this conference, one can easily see 
that there was outspoken disappointment on the part 
of every speaker, regarding the results of missionary 
effort up to that time. All agreed that they were not 
what they ought to be. Nearly every speaker tried to 
point out the real difficulty. About the best they suc- 
ceeded in doing was to gather up a goodly number of 
“IFS,” something over a dozen. Here are some sam- 
ples: “If Christians gave like the Moravians.” “If 
Christians had obedience and determination.” “If 
one-fourth of the number of members of Protestant 
Churches gave but one cent per day.” “If the work 
were properly promoted.” “If our young people were 
properly educated and guided.” “If Sunday schools 
were trained to give a penny a week.” “If the aim 
of Foreign Missions were to make Jesus Christ known.” 
“If the Church were what she ought to be in prayer 
and beneficience.” And so on. These “Ifs” are a 
fairly likely-looking lot, but they don’t get anywhere 
much. One can talk truthfully and seriously and yet 
do little more than excuse a bad record. This great 
conference was a serious affair, and no doubt did much 
good, but it appears to have dispersed without deciding 
on a remedy for their existing disappointment. 

It seems most reasonable to us that we ought to be 
able to find the CAUSE of this trouble, and also the 
CURE for it! If there is anything in the world that 
ought to go at top speed, it is Home and Foreign 
Missions. That work has all the power and wealth of 
the universe behind it. You have to defeat God before 


failure can set in. There are no “ifs” in our Lord’s 
program for giving the gospel to every creature. He 
is behind the Commission both in person and sup- 
plies. If we substitute our efforts for his working, we 
may attract some attention but we can’t deliver the 
goods. 

A big reduction in Gideon’s small army was what 
saved the day. When God got through with him, he 
had less than one per cent of the force he started 
with, but he had the God of battles to win for him. 
In Spiritual warfare, if we are wise, we will not 
bank on the human element. Man has a great weak- 
ness for getting in the way. It looks as though money 
is the big thing in every sort of Christian work. Well, 
it is not only an important factor, but absolutely neces- 
sary. However, it does not head the list of require- 
ments. Money is supplemental, rather than funda- 
mental. Money depends on what you are, and what 
you live for. Obedience in following God’s plan fully 
must, according to Scripture, result in all needed sup- 
plies. God is most generous, but he is obliged to be 
exact with us for our own good. Partial obedience, 
even a goodly share of it, will not meet God’s de- 
mands. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.” 
II Chronicles 16:9. God doesn’t seem to try to pre- 
vent us from following our own program. He usually 
allows us to go through with our motions. We raise 
a bit of money, and seem to be heading in the right 
direction, but we don’t often show more than a deficit. 
Most of us are, more or less, like Mr. Mueller’s stew- 
ard, who could not trust God for ten minutes to pro- 
vide dinner for the orphans. God’s stewards have still 
plenty of money, but they will not turn it loose for 
God’s work. Many of them prefer to spend it on their 
pleasures. A large number of professed Christians 
participate in the nation’s annual waste on luxuries, 
of nearly twenty-three billions of dollars. Among the 
outstanding items of this inexcusable waste are the 
following: chewing gum, fifty millions; soft drinks, 
three hundred and fifty millions; perfumes and cos- 
metics, seven hundred and fifty millions; candy, one 
billion dollars; tobacco, two billion dollars. Add to 
this the huge sums spent extravagently on furs, jewelry, 
radios, expensive cars, etc., and you readily see a good 
part of the reason why God’s cause is left limp. 

God’s people ought not to have any part nor lot 
in this unspeakable waste. Christians have no busi- 
ness to have any connection with habits that spend six 
hundred dollars for luxuries for every one dollar given 
for foreign missions. Revelation warns us against 
Apostate Christendom, and commands us to “Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins.” 

Cool, calculating Roger W. Babson says: “Business 
depressions are caused by dissipation, dishonesty, and 
disobedience to God’s will. They are cured by moral 
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awakening, spiritual revival, and rehabilitation of 
righteousness.” 

The real problems of all God’s children are not 
financial. They are spiritual! 

Jehovah’s reply to Solomon’s prayer (II Chronicles 
7:13, 14) throws some light on this very problem. “If 
I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I com- 
mand the locusts to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among my people, if my people 
which are called by my name shall humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive and will heal their land.” That statement is 
from headquarters and cannot be improved in any way. 
It proves that sin causes trouble, and that repentance 
and forsaking of sin will obtain forgiveness and heal- 
ing of their land. The latter reference means that the 
material circumstances of God’s forgiven people will 
be improved. 


It may look as though our prestige as individuals or 
as churches would be more greatly enhanced by put- 
ting on a “big drive” for millions after the manner of 
men. The doubtful thing about the big “financial 
campaign” is that it is not authorized nor encouraged 


-by the head of the Church. God’s plan may be a bit 


distasteful to our lordly feelings, but it is sure spirit- 
ually and financially. It will pay us to believe that 
the Mission Train is off the track, and to be willing 
to put it on again in God’s way. 

We do not gather from the Scripture that God’s way 


of giving the gospel to every creature has changed. 
It started with world-wide scope and unlimited power. 
“Lo, I am with you alway,” was promised to continue 
unto the end of the age. The Devil cannot bankrupt 
the missions so long as we stay with God’s program. 

The Scripture emergency equipment can lift the 
Church back again on the gospel track if we will get 
out of the way and give God a chance. Whose way 
will we take—God’s clearly defined way of success, or 
our own laborious treadmill method? Full obedience 
to the Divine program in its God-outlined application 
is all that is needed to solve the Missionary program. 

The Christian Herald once truly voiced the needs of 
the present hour when it said, editorially: “One con- 
vention has rarely been called, A CONVENTION 
FOR PRAYER. We would like to go to a convention 
where no one made a speech; where no banquet at three 
dollars a plate was spread; where no funny stories were 
told; where no brilliant orators were invited. Three 
days of prayer, with now and then an old hymn. 
PRAYER AND NOTHING BUT PRAYER. Prayer 
and no expensive ‘eats.’ Prayer and no chairman to 
introduce speakers. We have had enough conventions 
to hear men talk. Let us have a convention to hear 
GOD speak to us!” 


We are living in “perilous times’; crime and sin are 
snuffing out life on every hand. Our first remedy in 
home and church and nation is PRAYER. MIGHTY, 
PREVAILING PRAYER! God’s absolute guarantee 
is: “I will answer thee.” Jeremiah 33:3. 





Where Mission Work Is Needed 


By REV. R. T. L. LISTON 


HE sleeping miner was thoroughly drunk, but the 
conductor finally managed to rouse him, and 
upon his request for a ticket, a dollar bill was 

proffered. ‘Where are you going?” “I’m going to 
‘Hell,’” “Thirty cents, please, and change cars at 
Blank” (a town in Southwest Virginia). It is quite 
possible for conditions to arise such that not only a 
conductor, but any other man, would know that a little 
mining village was meant when a passenger said, “I’m 
going to ‘Hell’.” I could take you to a place less than 
four miles from my home where within a radius of 
less than a mile there have been ten violent deaths 
within the last four years. Here is a case from life 
there: 

My friend thought he was very sick, and at any 
rate he was correct in his idea that there was nothing 
to eat in the house. So I got him something to eat, 
and secured proper medical attention. When assured 
that there was nothing wrong with him, he promptly 
left his wife and three children and ran off with his 
sister-in-law. Still later, his little child died of pneu- 
monia greatly aggravated by the fact that again there 
was practically nothing to eat in the house for weeks 


previous, while he lay drunk in another man’s home. 


Conditions need not and ought not to be like that. 
Here’s another family where they haven’t much of this 
world’s goods, but they are sober and industrious, and 
their homes are happy. Fifteen members of that family 
have joined the church since the cool November night 
when I first walked the two miles between their house 
and the road, and then dodged the black dog so 
earnestly that I fell knee-deep in the little swampy 
place at the front gate! Conditions needn’t be what 
they have been, even in the worst of homes. There is 
a key to every heart if we only find it, and it can be 
found! Here’s a little hollow where it is said that 
nearly everybody makes liquor. And they are a rather 


hard-boiled crowd, the sons of the men who fought the - 


most famous feuds in American history. A little kind- 
ness in sickness, a little sympathy in their sorrows, 
have made them ready to receive the gospel. 

And a miner’s life, and his home, and his town, 
needn’t be “Hell.” The father in what seems to me 
the finest home I know of is a man who works in a 
coal mine. His little boys are real boys—they almost 
rend the parson to bits sometimes. But you get an 


eS ee ee ee ee en ee. rr ee Ne noe 













































































































































eS 





























































































































































































768 


idea of another side of their life and of their character 
as you go in with me in a hurry one night. We come 
in, say our say, and start for the door, when the 
oldest boy, about ten years of age, blocks the way and 
says: “You’ve got to have prayer with us before you 
go.” It’s the task for our Home Mission churches to 
help people make their homes more like that one. It 
is a joy to be able to say that our little churches up 
here in the mountains seem to be helping some people 
toward a happy, good life. 

In our section of this country there are about fifteen 
thousand people. Thirteen members of the medical 
profession are kept busy here, but there are only two 
ministers who spend the whole of their time here, and 
one other who gives a part of his time to this section. 
About seven or eight per cent of the people are mem- 
bers of some religious organization. In the Home Mis- 
sion field nearest mine, the church membership is about 
nine per cent of the population; in the next nearest, 
it is eight and six-tenths per cent (census figures). 

And the work in these Home Mission churches isn’t 
exactly a case of “courageous but futile faithfulness 
in a work which is always hard, and generally hope- 
less.” Last summer the enrollment in the Bible schools 
in my field and the one nearest it was fifteen hundred 
children; in that third field the work began with abso- 
lutely nothing three years ago, and it has now grown 
into an active church whose Sunday schools (it’s al- 
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ways plural with us up here!) have an enrollment of 
nearly two hundred. Last year that church received 
forty-four people on profession of faith! 

I cannot stop without saying, too, that the most in- 
spiring thing about my life as a Home Mission worker 
is I’m not the only worker, nor even the chief worker, 
in the effort to reach the poor and the Godless about 
us here. Doubtless all real Christians are anxious, in 
a general and theoretical way, to see the poor have 
the gospel preached to them, but not always do the 
people of means succeed in welcoming the poor with 
the gracious courtesy that characterizes our little church 
at Cedar Bluff. Everybody believes that a minister 
should go to his people in trouble and sickness but not 
every minister has people who call him with the 
promptness used in summoning a physician, nor does 
just every minister know that if he isn’t in a hurry, 
half of the church will have been there before him! 

Home Mission work in the mountains is a great ex- 
perience; we believe that it is needed, and greatly 
needed. And we don’t know of any other circum- 
stances in which one can find it more vividly true that 
the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. We 
rejoice to say that as our little churches carry that 
gospel we get in our work here our full share of the 
thrilling sense that “like a mighty army moves the 
church of God.” 

Richlands, Va. 





Spice Box 


What shall we give for Christmas and to whom 
shall we give? 

How has the Presbyterian Church in El Paso dis- 
tinguished itself? What is the average number 
of souls won for Christ per year? 

Who was the Stillman graduate to receive high 
honors at the hands of the British Government ? 
Of what did he think at that time? 

What does one author list as the six great pillars 
supporting the work at Stillman? 

How many students were turned away from Still- 
man last year and for what reason? 

Where is the new Beulah Presbyterian Church 
located ? 

What was particularly interesting about one per- 
son who attended the dedication service of 
Beulah Church ? 

What are the real problems of God’s children 
today? 

How did the Christian Herald once voice the 
needs of the present hour? 

In what community are there only two full-time 
ministers among 15,000 people? 


The Boy Jesus 


I wonder when the yoke of love 
Upon His shoulders fell, 

If there was inward voice and word 
His wondrous lot to tell— 

Or did the Child play merrily 
About the village well? 


Were tales of angels and of seers 
Mere fairy lore to him, 

As Mary told them wistfully 
When evening light grew dim, 

Or did in dreams a cross weigh down 
That young form, straight and slim? 


I hope he shouted at his play 
Like any happy boy, . 

And for wild lilies of the field 
He ranged the hills with joy, 

That Joseph sometimes stopped his work 
To shape a rustic toy. 


Perhaps a mystic, radiant joy 
Was all the sign he knew, 
His token of Messiah-hood 
A peace like Hermon’s dew, 
As with God’s favor and with man’s 
In mind and strength he grew. : 
—Virginia Strong, in The Congregationalist. 
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